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Florida’s legacy ~ T ke

of three giants

I n visitor to Florida should ever
tire of sun, sand and Disney magle,
the state offers some intriguing op-
portunitles to savor a not 3o distant

Crolden Age.

Hard 83 it may be for today's
‘:’util!tlﬂr to believe, Florida was ? ﬂ;
y unknown a age o

t/nited Slatesn mnh]:m 20 8g0,

The origins of its subsequent
development tend to support the
Great Man theory of history, Among
the moat Eumineﬂt of the great men
In Florida's history are Thomas
Alva Edison, Henry Morrison
Flagler and Addison Mizner.

1 of them have Ileft striklng
legacies of their genius an
foresight. To visit their [ormer
homes is lto recpll anm era of
magnificence and a spirit of
greatness - and, let's add, to ex-

Hence a certain rellef frem the
acklpneas that ecxists wherever
tourists gather in large numbers,

TOM EDISON

The Edizon home Iz at 2350
MceGregor Blvd., near the centre of
Fort Myers, seat of Lee County in
the sunny southwest of Flaridn, on
the Gulf of Mexico. The 38%-year-old
Edlson, deaf and ailing, travelled to
Florida for his health in 188%, and
staked out a l14aecre plot of the
tropics in Fort Myers.

e chose the sile because of the
bamboo that grew along the banka of
the Caloosahatchee River. Edison
wis considering bamboo as a fila-
ment for the incandescent lamp he
was developing,

Hy the following year, the inventor
had a rambling frame house built in
Malne and shipped In sections (o
Fort Myers. It was remarkable not
only as North America's [irst
E'raefuhricnted house, but also for
“dison’s typically diligent planning -
fromn Its large doors for cross-
ventilation (*'air conditioning'",
Edison called it} down, to such
details as wal [ and vaper-
proaf light switches, .

An outstanding botanist and hor-
tlculturalist, ison planted hun-
dreds of trees and shrubs from all

ris of the werld. Ceptrepicce is a
onyan tree lhat rubber magnate
Harv Firestone gave Edison in
1925 when it was a (our-foat seedling,
It ix now more thnon 400 feet around
the trink.

A museum, added in 1966,
memotiallzes thousands of Edison's
inventlons, and his offlice and
laboratory can be visited in an ad-
}Joining structure,

The Invenlor dled In 1931 at 84. His
widow willed the Edison home to the
clty in 1347, Jt is open dally
{althou hot Sunday momings);
adult admissjon is $5.

HOBBER BARON

The other slde of Florlda - ita
Atlantle coast - was devel
almoat single-handedly in the 18908
by Henry M. Flagler, the son of an
impoverished preacher in New York
State, Flagler became wealthy a5 a

riner John D. Rockefeller in

tandard Qil {and therefore came to
be called & Robbet Baron).

Flagler spent tens of mlllions of
doilars pushing his Florida East
Coast Hailroad from St Augustine,
in the north of the slate, down lo
Palmn Beach, then on to Mlami - both
of them litile more than c¢rosaroads
in the late 19th century - and finally
to Key West, far out tosea,

The raliway's construction
brought about the first of what would
be several Florida land booms, and
Palm Beach quickly became one of
the world’'s moat fashionable resorts
- as It has remained.

There, in 1902, at the age of 72,
Flagler commissioned the pre-
eminent U.S. architectural firm of
the dpy Lo ''build me the {inest home
you can think of,”” on a six-acre
waterfronl sile. Within 18 months,
the firm designed and constructed
Whitehatl, o spectacular mansion
ithat was likened to the Ta] Mahal
becpuse it, too, was bulit {or a bride -
Filagler's thind.

LOSING CQUNT

Almosl unimaginably  huge,
Whitehall has 52 or 55 or 73 rocoms,
depending upon your source of in-
formatlon and upon that source's
definition of *'room”’.

Behind its bronze f{ront doors,
visitors come upon a 110-foot-lonyg
cnlrance hell with seven varieties of
marhle, and with painted canvas

ceiling panels. From there, guests
cah climb an elaborate siaircase
that's reminiscenl of an old MGM
movie, or pro e  the left
through the Louls XIV music room
with ils (restored) great pipe organ,
Louis XV hallroom, Louis X¥YI salon,
Francis 1 dining room, Swisa billiard
recom and Itallan Renaissonce
library.

("*Furope,”” Flagler nevertheless
said en one oc¢casion, "is a ploce
where le come from. Nobody
should actuplly gothere.'")

A pleasing contrast (o the
grandeur of those rooms is Flagler's
modest office, fumished and equip-
ped In Lthe style of the perjiod when he
and his wile occupied Whitchall -
that i3, frem 1992 until his death In
11

Railway memorabilia on the wall
recall his greatest business interest,
as does his restored 102-year-old
rivate railway car, Rambler, open
or inspection on a stretch of trock at
the slde of Whitehall, Palnted
“Flagler yellow™, Rambler was the
vanguard of the first train ever to
reach Hey West, on Jan, 22, 1812,
when the $20 million railway was
completed,

Whitehall is open Tuesdsy to
Saturday, and Sunday afternoons. It
is just off Cocoanut Raw in the heart
g;}‘ﬂlm Beach. Adult admission is
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3 ships with classic design

Sitmar Cruises” three new ships,
slated for delivery slarting in 1969,
will emphasize classic deslgn
reminiscent of the early Lransatlan-
tle ocean liners, while also In-
corporallng  Inhovatlve  state-of-lhe-
att features that travelers usually
associate with first-class resorts. .

“There haa been somewhit of a
void In cruise ship design between
the grand and elegant style of Lhe
transatlantic era of cruisinlz and the
"Winnebago-slyle’ ships plying the
waters ltodoy,” according to Tim
Clement, vice president and director
of Interior design al Los Angeles-
based Welton Becket Associales, the
architectural englneering firm com-
missioned to design Silmar's new
shipa.

“With Sitmar's new ships., we wiil
be filling that gap by creating a
design similor to the elegance that
wae available years ago, yet not as
stufiy. In nddi.’ttnn. based on input
from Sitmar's past passengers and

Youngsters
who get ahead
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manage our
newspaper routes

Is your daughter or son a go-ahead youngsler?

..who wants a savings account all his or her own?
..who gels fun out of making a profil?

...and likes to meet and serve the public?

...and is ready to take on the business of managing a
newspaper routa. (You will be surprised how well he or
she will do, once given responsibility).

Gel in touch with our circulalion department today.
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travel agents, we have incorporated
a number of shoreslde resort-style
fentures and
facililies.”

The
shiﬁu will feature the use ¢f reh-
lookln

of them natural,

aminated woods, maho

exclilng  outdoor
furnishings,

leather an

decking on the maln public” decks,
anite counter tops and pedestals

gany cabln
won}

upholstery, polished bropze fittings,

etched glass and
the ouldoor poo
wiven ca

“classic” style of the new areas,

g and {eeling malerials, mnni’

Incjuding  tea ers such as téal, fade and coral,
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By Glenda Hughes, Sales Rep.

Easter weekend always marks a special time for me, It m
winler is really over, heavy coats Eﬂﬁﬁﬂﬂu be put to the bnﬁmnflm;
closet, and family and friends are ail together for at Jeast one of the
dnys. As my family grows older, it scems that we need more space to
accommodate larger bodics, so | am thankful for our hame that pro-
vides thal much needed reom. Every so often [ start ‘thinking of mov-
ing inlo smaller quarters, but then a family weekend comes up, and 1
wonder if | had o temporary insanity attack at that thought . for where
would I put cveryone? Having family around me is very important
and I su L il is to most [:{vleople. Planning a roemn for this pu :
when purc sing a home, should be taken cavefully into consideraiion.

With the main floor family room, most famifies can accommuodate a
(airly nice area to gather in, but if you don't have the advantage of this
room, the living reom can usually be adjusted to htld a good slize
gathering. 1t might mean moving a liti}e furnifure temporatily te hold
some extra F‘e. but look at it with thix in mind, when shopping for g
new humg. ihe bnsemupt ts finlshed nicely, the rec room fs 51!.- ob-
vious choice for entertaining and quite often it is larger than a family
room or & living room. | often point out to my clients, who are surchas-
ing a smaller home, that there is always a need, several times a year
foc "spreading ou!" room. Famlies have a way of making E
m?fﬂm ble size ; nr?e. ?eenﬂ:mus hobic at times.

o4 are oul viewing homes Lhis lang weekend, don't
fnmiii gatherings into consideration, 'F’he Easter Eﬁlnn;urtﬂ ﬁﬂky:
ﬁrﬁg: aces tgﬁaide gn-udhgﬁulyuu can't hide a family.

¥ you have  wonderful ha Easter, full of good fri -
ly, food and Joy. Spring Is really heﬁ{ groislen ot

THIS WEEK’S MORTGAGE RATES

As of Hpn:h 30/88

unalily tile work in
Customn-
rpets will feature whim-
sical paillerns in contemnporary col-

Banhk of
Nova Scotls | 10%

Bank ol
Monireal v

Canada
Trust

Y.

New research shows what we have always known
boys and girls who do have routes are a step ahead of
olhers ... both in school and on the playground and in
preparing themselves far lite ahead and the husiness
world, I
Check with us today.

Send In Your Application Now!
Mail to.
The Halton Hills Herald
Circulation Department
45 Guelph Streal
Georgetown, Ontario L7G 3726

| would Ilke to 1alk with you aboutl managing o nowspaper route.

NAME
ADDRESS
TELEPHONE NUMBER i

% |10%

]

OR YOU MAY PHONE US AT 877-2201 J

WORK THAT BODY |

presents
e e
An evening of preventative CARE, HEALTH and HAIR

Join ua{or an Informatlve 2nd fun avaning!
« Brean| sell-examination * Hoallhy nutriticua diatary habits
& The Cancor Sociaty*Hair Case #Skin Core *Fashion

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 13, 1988 at 7:30 p.m.
Tickets: $5.00 ea. (at reception)
Light Refreshments

Proceeds Donated to Cancer Sociaiy
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