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Setting limits on drug tests

There's probably never been any-
one as op to mandatory drug
testing as 1 am. That i3, against it In
the way it's gained popularity in the
last few tiﬂf:e.zu-zal. a3 a teol for govern-
ment and private companles to ran-
domly demand employee urine sam-

les. Without probable cause.

cther you're the newest kid in the

warehouse ar the bookkeeper wearlng
a 25-year pin.

Like George Shultz and hls famous
refusal {o takea pulirgraﬂn test, I will
never give at the offlce. My comipany
has no mere reason to suspect me of
drug abuse than President Reagan
had to think that poor old lenesome
George was a security risk. Random
sheaky-peeky on loyal, productive
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employces 13 an Insult.

And the shabby reliabltity of drug
labs is potorious. In studies, some
labs' tests have proven about as rell-
able an indicatien of drug abuse as
lifting somecone’s eyelids and demand-
ing that he or she recite the alphabet
bickward. A recent News Inﬁ:rma-
tlon Wire Service investigation pro-
fessionally laced 70 urlne specimens
with dangerous drugs and sent them
to seven different drug labs in the
Washington, DC., arca. By Lhe time
the labs had finlshed their sophisticat-
ed analyses, they'd come up wrong 82
percent of the time.

And the stories of carcers ruined by
inaccurate drug tests are popping up
with enough regularity to Ee truly

Irightening. They are espectally so
because drug paranoia |s 50 high, and
wronged employees often have had no
chance to fight back. They're handed
their walking papers and a “Just Say
No™ bumper stlcker, and shown the
door.

Yet amld my outrage at the para-
notd bungling by ignorant companles
= and lel's not forget the Navy,
which accused a physlcian of mor-
phine addiction when his fondness for
Poppy seed bagels ecrronecusly
marked his specimen — there's one
incidence of cmcg testing I can agree
with, if the prn(:er saleguards arc im-
plemented. It Is the testing of trans-
portation workers on whom others de-
pend for their safely: pilots,
navigators, railroad engineers, bus
drivers, etc. No one has any buslness
conveying others under the influence
of reaction-altering drugs,

Sen. John Danforth, R-Mo., makes a
roper analogy when be likens drug-
esting these employees to checking
all of us when we through metal.-
detectors at airports. No one has any
probable cause to suspect any of us,
yet the consequences of one handgun
sneaked through by one nut could be
scores of dead, Innocent people.

Take a close look, you may be o winner. If the face shown
In the clrcle is yours. you're the lucky winner of a pair of
(seorpelown Cinemas courtesy passes, Call us ol §77-2201
Or Hi7-8KIZ or drop in at The Herald, 15 Guelph Si., ‘
Geargetown, Ont, o claim your prize. H vou're ot a win
ner this week. keep on looking. Next week it may be vou

lurn,

“TOWN CINEMAS

3 THIRD
HILARIOUS WEEK
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ASSIGNMENT MiAMIBEACH

Hold everything!

The Cadets

are dropping In
on Mioml Beach
for an all new

If Youe Seen Onc Chost...
You Havent SeenThem Al

BEFTIEJUICE

WARNING:

Frightening Scenes

Showing at

7:00 p.m. & 9:15 p.m.
Matinees
Fri. to Mon. 2:00 p.m.

adventure.

PARENTAL
. 'ﬂ'gﬂuu:l

Evenings at
7:00 p.m. & 9:15 p.m.
Matinees
Fri. to Mon. at 2:00 p.m.

3.0C ALL SEATS ANY SHOW ON TUESDAYS
WATCH FOR PASSWORD THURSDAYS COMING SOON

i Danferth has a good 1dea, s0 does
| Rep. Glenn English, D-Okla. The Na-
tlonal Jnstitute on Drug Abuse is now
setting upa national certification pro-
gram for labs, and English is sponsar-
ing a bill that would make employers
use certified labs if they'rve going to
fire, or refuse to hire, people b on
their drug tests. It's about time.

Unlons representing transpertatlon
workera are fighting any kind of man-

venings at
6:00 p.m. only

Matinees Fri. to Mon. 2:00 p.m

2. STARTS TODAY

datnr{ drug testing. 1 wonder how
they’ll feel if English's bil becomes
law this spring. If workers are guar-
anteed a fair urine test, the whole is-
sue will quit being a mockery and at
least be an optlon worth consldering.

Before Congress approves drug
testing for transportation workers, [{
should specifically define the fohs
that affect others' health and sa ety,
and restrict the drug testing Lo those.
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Shew Times 7:35 p.m. & 9:25 p.m.

(DA erammen]

WARNING:
Coarse Language, Violence




