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FILMETER

What's new In movies and video
Robert DiMatteo

In Movie Theaters

SWITCHING CHANNELS (PG)
This remake of “His Girl Friday™ —
the Rosallnd Russell/Cary Grant
screwball comedy that was itself o re-
make of the t newspaper comedy
“The Front Page" — has the thank-
less task of attempting to measure up
to a clamsic. The better one knows
“Friday,” the more disappointed one
:, [ likely to be by this pleture, which
. 'updntutheutnrytutbemu!TV
journalism. [t's harmless and moder-
ately enjoyable, though.

Kathleen Turner stars as an ace
Chicago anchorwoman who decides to

ditch her high-pressure job working
for a slave driver of an ex-husband
{Burt Reynolds); she's all too happy to
p into the arms of a {atuous hut
MImkmE millionaire {Chris
ve). Heynolds and Turner
one of those can't-live-apart/ L'nn't-
live-together relatlonships that are
almost the romantic ideal of Holly-
wood comedles, s0 IU's only a rrmtler
of time before he tricks her into

Ponlng her wedding — ostenslbly tu
inish reporting one last nenﬂtlunal

Reynold: is liveller bere than be's
been in years, and Reeve — mocking

his pretty-boy image — i3 surprising-

ly funny. The game supporting cast
includes Henry Glbson a2 a Houdini-

aping convict slated for the electrle
chair, 2nd, in afew inspired moments,
Ned Beatly ﬁay& a corrupl guberna-
tarial candldate with a ravenous ap-
petite. Some of the stapstick and ma-

chine- egl.m «firec repartee Is heavy-
hand one sign that the movie
lacks a sure, uni[ying comic rhythm
and tone, A lot of this fllm just gets
by, but it does get by. GRADE: & &4

THE UNBEARABLE LIGHTNESS
OF BEING (R) This three-hour ama-
tory epic by the risk-taking director
Philip Kaufman (“The Right Stulf")
inlerlwlne: love, sex and polltics. Iu
source material is Milan Kundera's
playlully obsessive novel about To-
mas, a womanizing Czech brain sur-
geon who is torn between the dualities
of commitment and freedom, love
and sex, marriage and polygamy.

The setting [s late-'80s Igrague the
l:ﬂerind when Czech society blossomed
open defiance of Soviet influence
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anly Lo endure the relﬂrmive mea-
sures brough e sU uent
Soviet Invasluu Ml t.he while, Tnma:
dichotomoud nature is embodied by
two women — his faithful photogra-
pher wife Tereza (Julictle Binoche)
and his free-spirited painter mistress
Sabina (Lena Olin).

The book's triangular romance is
filtered through Kundera's savory In-
tellectual digressions — Nielzche's
idea of cternal return, an analysis of
kitsch and so on. The movie, seripted
by Jean-Claude Carriere and Kaul-
man, takes a necessarily more lincar

approach; and, by casting Danicl Day-
Lewis "My Beautifu} Laundrette®) as
Tomas, it centers on a more boylsh
Casanova, Happlly, the film achleves
its own inde -I.Een dent life, becoming as
delicately ghtful and poetic an
American movie as we've had in a
long time,

The trio of lead performances Is a

quict marvel. Day-Lewis makes To-
mas bright-eyed and avid. As Sabina,

Lena Olin ls a ravishingly saucy

fernme fatale in a black bowler hat; In

contrast, Julictte Binoche's Tereza Is
a lovely gamine with doelike pathos.

GRADE: ¥ &
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