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| one speaker was a fancy

model, push buitons to select the
o2, :

Its trunk was half-filled wi mega-
walt amplifiers. There were woofers
and tweeters everywhere — hehing
and under the seats, in the door panels
and under the dash. And the radlo —

exXcuse me, the “tuner and tape deck” .-be

— WS & maze of
;ﬂd digital rea

being tested

N
{NC)}—Two General Motors Griffon:
clectronic vans are undergoing a one- -
year field test by Hydro-Quebec.
Along with seven electric utilities in
the U.S, which are testing a total of )
- GM ﬂﬁf;min their service fleets, the
purpose program is to promote
- eketric vehicks as » reliable alierna-
tive to traditional internal combuttion
engines, The Van Demoastration Pro-
started in 1985 by the Electric
¢chide Association of Canada in con-
junction with General Motors.

The first objective of the association
is the introduction next year of cost-
competitive clectric vans designed for
North Ametican commercial Neets,
Its second objective is progress towsrd
the dévelopment of advanced-

t:chnnlngy_:lnctﬁc cars by the carly

1990s.

The electric-powered GrifTon runs
by a propulsion battery compriting 36
six-volt batteries housed jn a slide-out
tray beneath the cargo area, With
{ewer i

i has no ignition -
sysiem, clutch, transmission or djs-
tributor, — the GrifTon i easier and
lexs expensive to maintain, |
: for short-range city use,
Junlion vams have a maumum

distance n;:hwt 100 kilome-

to be recharged

-, overnight for about eight hours, al-
L though' Iast for up to five years

| fatal,

or good stereo

ular — for about two days. First the
Autotnatic signal-seeking taner

up. 'I‘Igjln
lhmtpartm‘tiuﬂrmlheltrmt’hr

fear some thug would smash the win.
dows and swipe the equipment, It got -

where staff- members
gladly swapped our state-

-the-art sound :lyltcm for a push-
I
- a
:hu fact that I had about 98
esx

car. And jt sounds terrific.
Here aro a few tricks for making an
ve radlo/cassette unlt sound
like a2 much pricier one:
s Understand that there are inex-

‘pensive units, and then there are

cheap (in ali senses of the word) units.
Buy a low-priced model, but one with
a reputable brand came.
= 8 $500 unit will sound }

with the wrong nlfjaeaker:. Althou
you'll find a bewildering variety of
speakers on the market, remem-
r that bigger is hetter, The big ones
;rﬁ n!te!;:.zum :HicEi:;::nd provide

eeper Botes, t to pay at
least $35 for a decent pair of

Your car can talk 10 you. Sometimes it
even yells,

If car starts “singing the blues,” il
couid be 2 safety warning signal which, if
neglected, could prove senous or even

Every “clunk,” “wheeze™ or “screech™

. sends a message,

“lgnoring your car's warning signals
can be costly, or worse, a shortcut o an

sccident,” advises the Dulen&nfczlnd
Mobility Council (DSMC) of the High-
way Users Federation, '

C: ing sulo maintenance is one
wxy to live dangerously,” says Matvin D.
Hartwig, Council chairman and a new
car dealer in Jowa City, Towa. “In this
age of sclf-service gas stations, vehicle
maintenance (oo often is neglected by
motorists,”

Hanwig urges every driver o “listen™
to his or her car. -
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e If an AM/FM cassette unit's

- bullt-in amplifiers are underpowered,

the sound will distort at higher vol-
umes, But {or about $35, you can buy

a separate ymplifler/equalizer that -
wil) B:ca 4 e

{ power — and sound quality
~— considerably,

S0 for a total investment of less

. thao $150 {four sreaten. an ampll-
Mfler/

ualizer and the radfo/cassette
unit), I have a relatively simple sys-
tern that sounds darn near as good as

~ Maybe even better, 'cause it works.
@ Reed & Track
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To encourage betier vehicle safely |

maintenance, more than 7,000 new car,
truck, and lire dealer members of l‘hc
Dealers Council loan te community
groups free of charge a program entitled
“Car Carc for Safety.” |

The 13-minute audio-visual presenta-

tion explains in lsyman’s terms how to
spot trouble signs in your car, van or tght
truck, 1 o

It describes how a car’s specific
spunds, hendling characteristics, and
dashboard lights can be early warning
systems for troubie ahead. '

It tesches drivers how to describe
probiems sccurately to mechanics, and
stresses Lhe need for regular.-mainte-
nance by owners and professional techni-
cians, '

Olympic vehicle su

(NC)—When Genernl Motors of Can-

.z was aaked what they would do with

the 1,000

vehicl had
gl 2 they had loaned

when the 1988 Winter

| } -
Let the volunteers and full-time

emp! have first crack at
employces t buying

“It scemed like the best idea of al),”

~ said Blair Upton, pro

Er:z ‘84 urmﬁamﬂ %

" “We have had terrific positive re-

from the 9300 velunteers and

sponse
. Tull-time Wiiiter Games ,:lwmel who
have been driving vehicles and we felt -

that, as a gesture of thanks to them, we
could offer them an attractive purchase
deal on those Chevrolet, Pontiac and

- GMC vehicles,” he said.
The vehicles wili have seen duty ina -

wide variety of roles by the time the
Winter Games conclude, inclnding
providing transportation toand from the
Olympic venues for athletes and offi-
cials and cammying members of the Inter-
national QOlympic Commitiee, the vari-
ous National Olympic Commitiees, the

-

rplus

Olympics are’over the answer was ~ Q)

vchicles for the cross-

prdlmnl'lll:ilrﬁmcu"mﬂ:y:;'uﬂg-
regarded as being prized souv )
these XVih Winter Ol Gamnes —
A st
0 iero ion
oo oy W e
Cenern! Motors of introduced &
h:tEclc.i VYehicle ‘!inéup of

ity Extrospori Coupes

» Pontisc 6000 LE Sedans

and Siation Wagons and GMC S-

- Blazer/liemmy Trucks. All are available -

to pirchase &3 new vehicles throy

the
GM dealer network across C ’
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