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By BRIAN MacLEOGD
Herald Staft

The morning of March 25, 1958 was
bitterly cold.

Yet thousands of le gathered
alilside at Maulton 1 o watch
aviatior: history being made.

Many of the people present that
day made their homes in a small
communlly of about 6,000 people
called Georgetawn,

When the wheels of the Avio Ar.
raw CF 105 supersonic delta winged
planed left the und, a loud cheer
went up frem the tuge crowd,

When those wheels touched the
ground again an hour later, test pilot
Jan Zurakowski was hoisted up on
the shoulders of the crowd,

The most advanced, sophisticated
fighter-interceptor plane was off the
ground - and it was Canadian made.

What those workers didn't knaw,
was that In under a year they'd be
out of work., All 14,000 of them.

It was payday the afternoon of Fri-
day, Feb. 20, 1959. At 3 p.m. workers
were lined up to pick up their
paycheques when pn announcement
came over the loud swker.

Prime Minlster John Dlefenbaker
cancelled the Arrow pmga:l.

Thinking the era of the manned
airplane was al an end, Mr. Diefen-
baker decided to spend his billlon
dollar defence money on the Bomare
guided missile made by Boeing.

All those jobs were terminated in-
stantly,

It waa the most massive layoif In
Canadlan history. And it was done
immediately - in one afternoon.

In Georgetown, one In ten
prELdent.: “:Frkedi on the Armow jet

eor os engine.

The 5,000 r:gt:km at the Malton
plant and 5000 at the Orends plant
we_;::nlmuwi e I

Georgetown ayoff waa
desv:::.mm' d
e compared it to a depression,

Everywhere people were walking
out on their homes, abandoning their
morigages and In some cases their
furnjture,

And, as Joan Hill, a flle clerk who
worked for Avro remembered. gt
least one person in town committed
sulcide alter the layoffs.

Up untll that day, the Arrow had
bE?n Il;he tall:l of thej town.

€Tt peaple were walting ex-
dtmurﬂmﬁnt ﬂighttutnkcuﬁ’,

Today anycne who talka about (he
Armow recalls it with enthusizsm
and pride,

The day of the first flight, workera
had a ‘*“terrific feeling inside,*
%alla:l Mrs. HII, wuhgse husband

was an engineer on the Arrow,

‘E}ra-‘yhudy was just so wrapped
upinit.’

Gordon Hunt of Georgetown, w.hn
worked at Avro at the time, was one

ol the thousands of workers who .

dmpﬁd eV and went out-
side Lo watch that first flight.

“It was an exciting day. You don't
see a first flight very often ' he said.

Jerry McHale, a Georgetown res-
dent who worked as a tool maker for
Canndlan Steal improvements, the
firm which made the turbine blades
for the Arrow, also talked with pride
about Lhe plane,

“It was a Canadion achievement,
Every was prowd of . But
“Black day”, as Il came to be
knovwn, ended all that,

When the project was cancelled,
the diagrams were ard the
five planes already produced and

others in rrnducunn, were complete-
ly dismantled,

STORE HOURS:
9:320 a,m.-8:00 p.m,

X cort
Thursday & Friday
8:30 &.m.9:00 p.m,

211 Guelph Street

Georgetown 877-7361
NORTHVIEW CENTRE

that for? There's no point.”

If the effect on the aircraft In-
dustry was enormous, the effect on
Georgetown was “'devastating. "

"The place was like o ghosl town
{for a while," said Mr. Hunt.

“Peaple walked out of their houses
and left their furpiture.”

A newspaper r said the town
lost $51,000 o week buying power, at
the time when a T-bone steak cost
just 69 cents o pound.
m','llt was pretty grim." said Mrs.

In Gmr?elnwn T
drive to bulj
ed

“The most distressing thing wax
when they sent a guy out an the tpr-
mac and cut up the planes," recalled
Mr, McHale.

The cancellation of the Arrow,
contributed to the downfall of Mr
Diefenbaker, said Mr, McHale. ‘It
wai o natlonal event.”

A descripilon by Georgetown resi-

fund-raisin
d a hospital was cancell-

The government  reconsldered
building a new school on Weber

Drive and the Ontario Municipal
Board was lhinku:ﬁ nbout Eﬂﬂct‘llﬂ‘?ﬂ
an cxtension to the town's sewage
plant.

Well over 400 people signed up for
the newly created Grorgetown
Employment Service to help locai
workers find jobs.

For sale signs were on houses
everywhere.  Many left for  the
United States to find work, many
others returned to their native Bri
tein where they had come from two
years befare 1o work on the Arrow,

One  foarmer Arrow worker who
described himself pas 3 "refugee
from Malton™ asked council to helg
workers lobby the government for

Former Avro Arrow worker

Jerry McHale holds a book wrilien
about Lhe rise and fall of Lhe Avro
Arrow,. Mr, McHale, who waa a tool
maker al the plant in  Malton,
recalled how devawtsting the layoll
was to Georgelown on that fateful
day of Friday, Feb, 20. 1953 . Rlack
Friday. (ersld photo}

dent [an Caxs, who was at the plant
when the announcement CAMe over
the loud speakers, glves o graphic
account of workers' disbelief,

in a Feh, 23 edition of the Herald,
Mr. Cass wrole Lhat WOTkers were
“sleepwalking in a nightmare. "

People were walking around with
"blank, stunned faces,' he gaid

Mra. Hill, who wps working ¢n an
illustration of the Arrow at time

._,"Il way

conslderation of their mortgages.

Council did Just that. But the
Canada Morigage Houzing Corpora-
tion s2ld no. It would set a dangerous
precedent.

Mr. McHale, who bounced around
dolng cleaning and painting joba to
poy for his $30 a month mortgage for
sixth months, returned to his firm
after it rebounded from the shock
a deflnile depresslon.
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returned to her drawing after the an.
nouncement Lo complete what waa
now & grim task when a fellow
worker =ald: “What are you dolng
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- ® Driver Training for all sges

To All The Residents of Malton Hills . . .
YOU ARE CORDIALLY INVITED TO ATTEND AN

OPEN HOUSE

SATURDAY, APRIL 2, 1988
2:00 PM. - 500 PM.
and for o

DEDICATION SERVICE

SUNDAY, APRIL 3, 1988 — 3.00 P.M.

for the new sancluary of the

Georgetown Alliance Church

on Main Street one kilometre south of Maple Avenue .

Tracrung centres coast 1o const

¢ Fedaral income tax deductible
® froa pick-upathomaforin-car  # The Young Drivers programme ia hot
* Private in-car Iratruction svaiiable through any local high schoot

* Defensive ditving You can Uve with, '

'NEXT COURSE BEGINS APRIL 13th
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- WEDNESDAYS & THURSDAYS ~

16 Mountainview Rd. S., Georgetown

FOR BRAMPTON OR BRAMALEA
CALL 459-0417

OVER 300,000 GRADUATES RECOMMEND

Young Dnivers of Canada




