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Stripes ahoy!

Nautical look makes a splash_ with kids

By Joan Lebow

What woman can't remember the
navy biue and white dress she wore as
a giri? Whether {rilly or simple, It of-
ten had a wide, square rora
knotted front tle.

Men recall thelr own sallor suits,
the starchy kind that bared their
chubby knees. Or they may have hap-
pler memories of themselves
as young deckhands in striped T-
shirts and while sailor hats,

Even in fashion, some things don't
change.

Nautical-Inspired fashions return
every :pﬂn%as sure as Popeye eats
his spinach, Navy and white is a clas-
slc combination for each generation
ﬁ Hﬂ .uh:lnu,I Eith a:nlng and boat-

5 v PIPIng and star patterns.
f'rhat?ﬁﬂ ferent this vear Is that
the classic, all-American nautical
look has been updated with a twist of
international style.

Designers have brought the time-
less sailor look up to the minute b

Iring blue and white stripes 6f mui-

iple widths, and merging stripes with
dots. Also, vibrantly colored beating
flags and emblems brighten up wide

deau-neck tops, toms and
accessocies.

This season, shorts come in all
éength; and sha Eﬁrr IH;F::J ni.nd g[rills.

tretchy, body-bugging fabrics echo
trends 1:; adult fashion and are used in
bicycle shorts and caprl pants. Skirts
are popuiar, too, worn In kicky, free-
wheeling layers that are anything but
sweet and stald.
. While the nautical look hes endured
- year after zear as a fresh, attractive
“theme for kids’ fashion, this year the

dressed accord

trend has intensified.

“The nautical theme is more preva-
lent in -a'.rmj'y chjldmn‘ls pmdm].'f y:lhdj:
spring, not Just apparel,” sa

: Juiman. style editor of 's
Buslness, a trade publication that re-
ports on all types of juvenile mer-
chandise. Nautical details are show-
lng up in tur{tﬂng from toys,
bedding and strollers to diaper bags,

% to Johnson.

Such widespread use of a recogniz-
able theme has prompted children's
clothing manufacturers to be espe-
cially inventive, “We're using tradi-
tlonal siripes In not-so-traditional
clothes,” says Beth Kmec, design di-
rector for Head Sport Girls. *This
year's navy and white children's
clothes are taking off from a Europe-
an kluterpretntlun of the nautical
look.”

One of the strongest spring looks
for girls and boys is the short,
top. It's simllar to what grownups wi
be wearing this spring, a comfortable
change from longer, slouchy clothes.

Among Head nport'l latest fashlon
silhouvettes are fly-away tops, which
are wide at the bottom and close-fit.
ting on top, ancther shape seen in
women's sporiswear. There are split
skirts, walking shorts and many
Ingrlhs of leggings. While navy and
white predominate, Kmece has added
some checks to the striped combina-
tions, a twist on a classic look.

Many designers combine a variety
of stripes in a single outfit. Spring
dresses from E.J. Gitano, for exam-
ple, pair a horizontal a stripe
and a vertical ticking stripe in a nay-
tical chemise.

Mixing patterns Is also a strong

" IL

From left: E.J. Gitano's flounced sundresses with or without card!
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$13; cardigan, $18); 100 percent cotton shorts {$4.99) and shirs (34.98) from

CHANCE?® by General

Spartwear; oversized polo ($18) and min| $H)irom E.J.

Gltano’s “Fun in the Sun” collection; striped cycllng pants {$ 9.9%) and tank top

{$8.99) from CHANCE!,

trendl for Mexx Girls, an American
collectlon from a Dutch children's.
wear line, Sclids, stripes, gingham
and dot prints are used together tn one
outfit. “We call it nautical and natty,”
u{u retall operation manager Ernle
Sulpizio.

u
.Fu:t 83 women are wearlng more,

traditionzlly feminine clothes, Sulpi-

zio expecta girls sizes 7 to 14 to wear-

more 2kirls and dresses this spring.
Cheerleader skirts or short, tlered
skirts with flounced hemlines wil) be
widely seen in girls’ playclothes.

“The child is now really aware of
what she wants to wear,” says Jaye
Bernstein, owner of Baby Boxer, Inc.,
in Los hnftlﬂ. “She wants clothes
that are tighter and closer to the
hnilﬂv. If ber mother's skirt has 2 split
in the back, she wants that, too.”

Bernstein says thls year's chii-
dren’s clothes will be more fashion.
able than ever. “There's more fashion
in children's wear, right down to hud-
get-priced clothes.”.

Baby Boxer’s deaigns include nauti-
cal themes {ranslated into pastel col-
ars. Stripea turn tl;f In streich styles,
like a puckered knlt top and skirt, or
blke shorts with a | cropped top.

A step beyond bike shorts Iz what
previcus ugencrltlum of kids called
pedal pushers. CHANCE! Inc. offers
Ennnentnwuhed pedal pushers in
!I?iri:nntnl stripes with a white T-

ri. '

Come in And Browse

[ Through Our

Selections Of Spring
Fashions Arriving
Daily!

Choose from pastel

or bright colours
perfect for that £
Special Easter Gift

or New Quitfit. '

FREE BIFT WRAPPING FOR
OUR GENTLEMEN

Fashion veteran

Geoffrey Beene Iauds;practical chic

By Joan L;uhnn

Afler more than three decades on
Seventh Avenue, white-haired and
solt-spoken Geoffrey Beene i3 stil]
making plenty of statements.

Hls strong opinions about fashion,
work, ort and style are ex-
pressed In bls cholce of fabrics and
sllhouettes,

“Far about five years, I've been
saylng Lhat the whole future of
clothes lies in performance,” he says
in his lingering Southern drawl, *I be-
gan to see that many of the clothes
coming out of Europe were lrrelevant
to modern dressing.”

The 60-year-o! di;ig:zer, consid-
ered by many in the fashion Industry
to be the best in the business, tends to
shun the social limelight, and avolds
being a saleaman for his clothes, But
he has been ou en in his belief
that practicality and style can — and
should — go together.

Beenc has repeatedly stressed the
importance of synthetics in faghlon's
future. For spring, his vividly colored
Ultrasuede trapeze jackets are an ex-
ample of the designer's willingness to
praclice what he preaches. Beene
uses the washable, man-made and
still ulfemive suede-like fabric in his
collection because, he says, "it works,
and it endures.” .

Beene says the once-popular Ultra-
suede went out of fashion because of
snobbishness, “Just because gome-
thing is synthetlc and not 2 naturat {i-

ber, I don't have any hangups about Y4

it,” says Beene, :
He also has no apologles for the
rice of his clothes, which, however
Frar:tlr:a!," cost thousands of dollars,
*I don't ¢ for every woman,” he
explains, “I deslgn for a modern wom-
an who has arrived, succeeded and
can afford these ‘prices. I have no
qualms about that.

But In fact, the veleran designer
who has dressed every [irst lady since
Jackie Kennedy, as well as countless
soctalites and celebrities, is today ca-
tering to customers with different
needs. "As more women pay for thelr
own clothes, they're gni.n'ielu be more
denmndln* about how their clothes
are made,” says Beens, ;

both sexes are to arrive at a more
sensible mode of dress in the work
place, both will have to make some
changes, says Beene, who often wears
:i cardigan sweater with his shirt and
e
"Men wiil have to give up some of
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from March, on into the
fun-filled Spring...
Where children can play .
all day long in ciothes
that sing.

Located In The Old Bank
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HOURS: Tues., Wed.
- Thurs., Fri,
Saturday

10:00-8:00
10:00-9:00
10:00-5:00 -

877-9218

their rigidity in dress, their total pro-
ety,” he suys. “And women are go-
?_Ftuhwutnglvaupmmau! thelr
Irivolity.”
In Beene's estimation, one imprac-
tical trend is the tighiness of today's
ciothes. *There are a [ot of short, slim

. clothes that are getting too tight for

women,” he says. “For spring, I've
made a lot of very full, ulgrt of tra-

re-type dresses. Agailn, they're
E:Eadﬂ a3 a stalement that clothes
were being made with too much
g A short of eriticizing oth
. Beenes ort o tic oth-
er de:ulgn;g? who have been leading
fashion into a devil-may-care look, &
{rilly and even fussy style. But, he
says, “the way women are dreasing
for work and even for themnselves is
not ldeal. You'll see a change, a back-
Lash, It ithm :t;rleui will have proven
to be fairly trendy. it's a last gasp. At
what, I don't know,”

The issue of E::cumm;r almoat
automatlcally ra the question of °
hemlines, a subject Beene thinks has
gotten too much attention. His spring .
collection Is full of shorter lengths, -
which he says “work® because they
look modern, there’s less fabrie, and °
thegn: easler to get around in. ;

“But | think women should have the -
option,” he stresses. “Isee a womanas |
an individual 2od not part of the :
masses.” :

Beene's singular view of fashion |
crysiallized after he dropped out of °
premedical studies at Tulane Univer- -
sity in New Orleans In the early 1940s,
He left his native Louisiana for schoo]
in Celifornia and got @ job in the I, -
M:gnlln department store In Los

Bl H

ne later studied fashion in New
York and then Parls, where he was in-
fluenced by designers like Elsa Schia-
{HH"EHI and Captain Molyneux. He re-
urned to the United States in 1949
and worked for several Seventh Ave-
nue designers before debuting his own
collection in 1983,

The winner of eight Coty Awards
&nd two from the Councll of Fashion
Designers of America, Beene |s
known above all for hls unusual fabric .
sense, simple cuts and quality
dressmaking.

Even In the costly world of conture,

lileena'a designs are considered expen.
Sive. :
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Pajent and Red Calt
high metal heei

B West - low heel
in red and white

And Canadian Leathers

Helena - wide width
sandal in
white/alabaster

Park Lane - pump in tappe
. - Of navy plealing
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