LIMEHOUSE REACTS TO POSTAL CHANGES

End of postmaster
not accepted well

By DAVE ROWNEY
Herald Staff

The end of o postmaster in
Limehottse was not accepted well by
Limehouse residents March 8,

Canada Post Corporation cofflclals
met with members eof the communi-
ly to explain why changes were be-
ing made in rural areas,

But for many, the reasons [or the
change fell on deaf esrs. Residents
on the whole want the postal system
to remaln the same.

Others were pdamant pressing for 3

information on how the new contract
and commisslon for mail would be
profitable for the “*‘coniract
operators.™

A retail postal outlet will be of-

fered to an interested businessman

in Limehouse o replace the services
of postmistress Shirley Yales who
retires May 2,
Why can't the post offlice In
Lime remaln as it has? asked
one resident. It's part of the Canada
FPost C ration’s plan 1o be (inan-
clnll?r self-suffictent, apid communi-
ty relotlons monager Connie Read.
Canada Post is looking al new
ways of mechanization it Is not

WAITING FOR 'ANSWERS.
Limehouse residents twrmed out in
large numbers {o bear Canada Post
- Officisls tell them aboul the new
- postal system in-thelr Uoy communi-
ty. A contract will be offered to a

servicing new resldentinl areas with
home delivery. The ation |is
replacing rural post offices with con-
tract outlets, she said, :

A relall operator will have a
business advantage by taking over
postal dulies on a contract basis,
eajd Ann Helmanis, rural services
offleer, '

One man persisted about knowi
;hat i':-ihe m retnil operalor woul

N I percentage of money
wmpa {Canada Post) save? We
: ly ! product. We have a right
o know.”

""We're not at liberty to talk about
it,"" was the reply.

Sald one resident: “You're trying
lo offer us this thing as an auction:
the most amount bours for the
least amount of mrmeir

Anolher asked U it was falr to cut
wages for the same amount of postal
service from the operator, Canada
Post officials sald detalls of the con-
tract and commissien payments
were privileged information,

If there was no agreement reach.
ed about a Limehouse outlet, the
mail would have to be sorted in Ac-
ton, but the delivery for the rural

tal operator on =
m-.unhmlnmdnﬂmtm:

the Canadas Poat oifer, the village
may have to ose superboses (o
recelve mall, {Herald pboto)

routes would remain the same, said
Mz, Read.

One lady complalned that in the
old days the post office was the main

ﬁl’tﬂfum e but now it would
part of a business,

The money question waes repeated-
ly asked by some in the audlence,
“Why can't you tell us. What's the
difference, we're playing your
w?gu." a man said, i

n response (o another question,
postal officlals sald the retall
operator can make the contract
system financial wviable. The mall
heipa to bring customers inte the
store, sald Ma, Reimanls,

Currently there are three rural
outlets in the York Divislon,
representing greater metropolilan
Toranto that have contract
operators, sald Ms, Read. They are

estleton, Rome and Ashbum.

With superboxes as an alternative
if no one accepts the business pro-
poral from Canada Post, resldemts
expressed thelr dismay at that
tion. One lady asked poatal officia
to watch Channel 8 newsz tonight
about ., xes and handicapped
access in 1he znow. '

Ms, Read sald Canada Paost has
e who are pald to clear snow
jce [rom around the boxes,
There will be a 80-day consuitation
Ferind from May 3 before the post of-
ice implements any new gram,
sald Ms. Read. Residents have a

ace {o pick up their mall, and even

f o declsion izn't reached, residents

won't automatically have to go to
BU es, said Ms. Read.

e postal officlals seem to agree
that if superboxes didn’t work out, it
might be possible to go back to a con-
tract situation.

One lady received a standing ova-
tion when she sald. I think the com-
munity fecl they want things to stay
the same."'

Another in the crowd was more an-
tagoniatic: “For 130 ycars 'ym‘w:
been discriminating against us.’

Said one man: “The way |
look at il, you come in, discourage
the people &nd then bring in the
superboxes,™

ther woman added: “1 still
feel the people want the person to get
f falr deal and shouldn't have to take
much of & cut.”

Canadn Post calls the Limehouse
sltuation a8 "‘natural opportunity’” to
make changes because the
postmistress is retiring.

Thelr policy is to conault with local
urildenttsalard nmj:lrﬂr;nmﬂ;angw

Eysiem un 've -
ed tﬁml}w community. In 1970 there
were 70 nural outlets chenged over to
coniract operator outlels.

Postmistress ends career
bringing news to Limehouse

By CHERYL MOODER
Herald Staff

Sunlight streamed throu the
crange striped curtains fi the
back room of Yates General Store,

In the ¢oziness of the tiny post of-
fice, postmistreszs Shirley Yates
sorts the morning mall.

After five years of bringlng news
[rom efar to 278 Limehouse families,
Mrs. Yales will retire May 2.

Mrs. Yates spends gn hour and a
half each morning after the mail ar-
rives [rom Acton around #:30 a.m.,
sorting letters Intc named pigeon
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Alter llve years as pm]mlﬂl‘ﬂl ol
the Limchouse Post Office Bhirley

¥ules is retiring. There has been o
rural post office In the back room of

Tisk Halhsa Bisied o Efmlplom

New class begins:

holes and redirecting mall.

At her ble wooden desk she does
her monthly statements and
bookwork. -

The rural rrm_l office offers the
village a varlety of services which
inel mall delly for .rural
routes and general deliveries,
momey orders, registered mail, seil-
lng stamps and gpecial deliveres,

‘You get to know our
customers,” Mra, Yales asald, &Jm
cften customers would stop off to get
a few things from the solltary store
in Limehouse, a stamp or Lwo or atop
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the General Store for 131 years, Ap-
proximately 278 Iamilles on the
genersl and rura) routes get the mall
from Lhe Limehouse post office,

“MICROWAVE COOKING

(For Beginners)
with Denise Edwards

March 28, (six week course)
From7-9p.m.

Cost: $50. (ncl. Registration & Food Fee)
Enrolment: G.D.H.S. (Main office)

for a chat,

“In a big mnin post office you
in, get your stamp and that is it,"
Mrs, Yatessald,

The postmistress found her
customers friendly and has gotten
e he e pamed

en her sister away,
Mrs. Yates' customers were
good to her, “People are
to help youout Ina jam,”’ she said,

Mrs. Yates also liked the ides of
having her home attached 1o Lhe
slore,

“You do nol have to fight all that
snow in the winter and the traffic,”
shesald.

Moving to the qulet village of
Limehouse from her home (n
Etoblcoke Nov. 15, 1963 was not that

much of a culture shock., Mrs, Yates

and her husband lived on a dead end
street  which was et. It was
almost like living out In the country,
she sald,

Mrs. Yates decided to retire from
her job as postmistress for bhealth
reasons, she said, .
h;ftf.-r rﬂmmhif! sett]ed ;:c:er MW

I CTROeS & opera-
tion, Mrs. Yates said she may go
back to work.

For now, her plans are §
much upinthealr. i b

Her retiretnent may see an end to
the existence of a post office In
Limehouse,

" ully the post office will re-
main," Mrs. Yates sald. There has
been a rural post office in the village
for 131 years.

it is convenlent for the customers,
Mrs. Yatea sald. “It will bo a shame
to have it close after ali these

years.”

very willing
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This I8 an old plcture of the Limehouse General Slare

before carm were the mosi

the community. The bullding beslde the store wan the old
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e first post offlce In the village 131
nlar method of {ravel in- Years ago. Shirley Yates becomes the last of a long line
of postmasiers who have served Limehouse,

1857 first post office opens

EDITOR'S NOTE: The [ollowing
was compiled by Glenda Benton
from the Limehouse Women's In-
riitole Tweedsmuir History Book.

The post office department opened
the first post office in Limehouse in
1857 when the village name was
chan from Fountain Green o
Limehouse, :

The f{irst postmaster was John
Newion., The {irst post office was

housed in the hotel immediately to
the west of the present general store
and post office. The hotel has now

been remodelled
dwel

\ing for ‘apartment
In 1877 the post office moved to its

present Jocstion where §t has been in
operation except for a short while In

It’s dream
for new store owner

“It's been & drearmn come lrue”
sald Della Gazkll-Cadwallader,
The new co-owner of the
Limehouse General Store says it's
wonderful to move beck to
Limehouse, “We love the arep and
the community, Something we've
always wanted to do wns to work
together in a small community.”
er hushband Mike and zhe were
both bormn (n England. Delia lived in
Limehouse {rom the time ghe was 7
years old and leflt when she was

about 1B,
uﬂm couple moved baﬁ to

mehaize years ago. May 2
they will be taking aver the opera-
tien u;ﬂu S{gf:iural Store, formerly
cperated b Yates.

Mike h?n fnrgnn at Continuous
Colour’ Coat in Rexdale whille Delia
is & reservations agent for “Alr
Canada, They met while Delin was
on & huﬂd:f In and and Lhey
were married in Great Britain.

Cadwallader

Delia’s parents are Betly and
e Gazklll and t live in
Limenouse In a house ide - Lhe
Limehouse Memorial Hall. :
Delin said she and her husband
will try handl the chores at the
store between themselves, but (he
will &g
member. She Is pregnant and expec-
ling in May.
new store owmer wes at the
meeting and she said the spirit of the
community members was fantastie,
However, the siluation she (aces
now s “'very ackward," she added.
The contract isn't o to negotia-
tion with the post office and she In.
dicated it's a matier of how much
she and her husband
promise with ourselves."”
“People are very concerned about
how much we have to give up in
order to provide the service,' she

SAME DAY -
TAX RETURNS

101 Guetph 5t Georgetown

877-2217

-lmn com-

NOTICE OF PROPOSED
ACTON QUARRY LARDFILL STUDY GROUP

Reclamation Systems Inc. (RSI) of Milton, Ontarlo is proposing
o develop a solid waste landfill in the Acton Quarry. A Study
Group s being formed by RSI to assist the public In developing
an understanding of Its proposal. The Study Group will hear
presentations on specHlc toplcs related to the proposal. A
question and discusslon perlod will foliow each prasentation.

Interested organizations, groups and individuals who wish to
have representation on this group are Invited to apply to the
Project Lialson Offlcer before March 30, 1888. Interested
citizens are invited to observe the group meetings. Meaetings will
be held bl-weekly through to November 1888.

Questions, comments and requests for further Information
should be directed to: Ms. Jilllan Daffern

Project Lialson Oliicer

Ecologlcinc.

143 Dannia Straut

Rockwood, Ontario

NOB 2K0

Phane: (519) 856-9561

bably employ ancther staff

1968 when it was moved to Nobles
arage. The present bullding hous
ng the store and post offlice was
bullt in 1839 after a fire destroyed
the original in 1888. Duncan McDer-
mid bullt the new building. From
1904-08 Mr. Croft served as
stmaster [ellowed by Mr.
lkinhorme  (1908-18). Mr. R.W.
Johnson was the next tmaater
rﬂhf continued the tradition until
At this time, Arthur Benton movad
his store from down Lhe street (o the
t sile and his father, Frank

lon was appeinted postmaster,
After his death In 1943, Mrs. Arthur
Benton was appointed posimlistress,
8 position she held until the siore

come true

However, Lhe post office and the
Reneral store should be one and the
same, snid Della,

“Conada Post is a large corpora-

tlon and they are relying: on the
goodwill of the community and com-
munity spirit," she sald,

The owners are excited aboul thelr
new venture and plan to make some
changes in the near future with the
store. One of the [deas is to na
small tea room, said Della. Scones
and cream would be a speciaity. A
country crefts room with antiques ia
another ibility, she said.

“I'd like to make it a comumunity
place and a meeting place."”

was sold in 1967,

Mr. and Mrs., Aurel
the store and post offlce for a short
while and in 1968 the post office

operaled out of Jack Nobles garage

with his wife as postmistress,
Mr. and Mrs. Duggan

the store in 1968, Mra. Malt Slevens

operaled the store and was
Patrick and Shiricy Vates purch

a r ates o8-
ed Lhe store. 7 ;

Shirley Yates was appointed
postmistress, a position she will hold
until her resignation takes effect in
l.‘-i'.[nr when new owners take posses-
sion,
tmﬁm&dﬁ Fos! Carp:mliiun officials

a large up of concemed
citizens at ifrr?ﬂmm Memorial
Hall March 8 that Limchouse will
not have a tmaster appointed,
This effectively ends 131 years of
Limehouse hoving a postmaster in
the community.
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STORE HOURS:
8:30 a.m.-8:00 p.m,
axcept
Thursday & Friday
8:20 ».m.-9:00 p.m.

211 Guelph Street
Georgetown 877-7361
NORTHVIEW CENTRE

* ALL STYLES, COLOURS & PRICES
COME IN AND BROWSE!

HANDBAGGS PLUS

-f? wxies, inallels and lravel AOOASEEN

507 GUELPH ST., NORVAL

873-2446

HOWURS: TUES., WED.. THURS., SAT. 10-5
FRI. 10-7 CLOSED MONDAYS
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Italian Lealh ria
Vanderbilt Wedge in
Faate_ia & Cream
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Canadian Made Calico
Wedge. Open Toe In
Periwinkle Blue

Callco Flat
With Ankle Strap

+92%0

66 Main St. 3.'

Be In Step For Spring

And The Easter Parade

% With These Fine Italian
/- And Canadian Leathers

'Gaﬁadlaﬁ Hﬁdélg 'r;';st |
Loafer In Open Weave
White Only

Calico Low Hee! Sandal
Woven Texture In
Read & White

Canadlan Made Wasties,
Flat in White, Featuring
Soft Belge Ostrich Print

On Front

Downtown Georgetown
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