BRIDGE

James Jacoby

Vulnerable: East-West
Dealer: North

| West

Pazs
Paxy
Pasy
i Pazs

Pass

Opening lead: ¥ {0

Wounded,
but not fatally

By James Jacoby

North-South had plenty of high
cards tobe in a slam, and they also had
eight cards in the trump sult. Bot the
texture in spades was a llitle weak.
You often lose two tricks when the de
fenders hold five to the K-J-10. Here,
after winning dummy's ace of hearts,
deciarer played the spade ace, When
" East prDJ}:ced the king. South played

another spade and conceded down one.
But even after this bad split in trumps
was revezled, South could have re-
duced his trumps to the same length as
West's and have made the slam.

At trick three, South should play the
’auun of bearts, ruffing Fasi’s {m&

ow three rounds of cluhs endIng in

will tell declarer that West

with four clubs. Declarer can

- |try to cash the jack of bearts or not. If
South decides that the beart jack will

proceeds: heart jack, discarding the
dizmond qneen, then A-K of diamonds,
foliowed the last clob. Declarer
now has Q-2-8 of spades, while defend.
er West iz left with J-10-8. Playing a
low spade wil) put West on lead with
nothing to do but lead back into the de-
clarer’s strength, and 12 tricks will be
made.

Declarer might guess wrong and try
lo take {liree Lop dlamond tricks. Then
West will make a trick with his ilitle
Spade and set the contract, Byl even

t is betler than just glving up at
trick three by playing a second trump.

A pew book by James Jacoby and
kis father, the late Oswaild Jacoby, is
How available at bookstores. It is “fg.
coby on Card Games,” published by
Fharos Books.
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live without being ruffed, then be.
should make his contract. The play
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