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Back to normal?

TR hEE ey

A court judgement that shook the insurance industry

been overturned

and all appea

Is have been ex-

hausted. A Brampton youth, once granted $6.3 million for
being paralysed, lost his case when the Supreme Court of
Canada Feb, 25 wouldn't hear a further appeal.

The courts have ruled fairly. Now, hopefully, some of
the radical reactions to the original judgement will sub-

side.

Michael McErlean crashed his dirt bike on City of-
Brampton property in 1977. His family argued that the
14-year-old boy, paralysed and brain damaged, wasn't
responsible for the accident and the City should be blam-

ed,

But responsibility wasn't the big point of this landmark

case, The court ruling, which sparked & controversy in
Ontario, had to do with compensation for the victim.
Shocked by the excessive and unprecedented $6.3

miilion judgement,

insurance companies reacted . ner-

vously by drastically hiking their rates., They argued
that the industry couldn’t stay in the business if they
didn't accept the realities of liability suits.

The facts are clear: more

people than ever are suing

for compensation and claims are getting higher and

higher.

‘This left school boards, local governments, fall fairs,
taverns, nursery schools and sporting organizations to
pay exorbitant rates, Some organizations had to reduce

services and halt programs
became so unreasonable,

because liabilily insurance

Halton Region and the Town of Halton Hills had to ab-
sorb large insurance increases charged to them by the
insurance industry as a result of the Brampton accident,

Lawyers and judges let the situation get out of hand.

But the decision last week
Canada changed all that.

by the Supreme .Court of

Now we wonder, will rates be reduced because the $6.3

million judgement was overturned?

dicates this won't happen.

Past history in-

But at the very least, the experience of the Michael
McErlean case should serve as a warning about how
court rulings can't be out of step with what society sees

as reasonable,

— . R

week failed to do his homework.
A Buriington taxpa
trustees ursday. He

business practices and stressed that school

tacked deck

one-man delegation to the Halton schoo! board last

yer and businessman addressed
lectured them on common

boards

should be run in a more business-like fashion.

~ While- the gentleman’s intentions were good, it was
clear he hadn't adequately explored the real problems
and concerns a school board faces. While it would be
nice to run a school system like a business, it’s not easy
to do. Here are a few reasons why:

—When jt comes to budgeting for school programs and

equipment, schools can't be

com to the business

world. First of all, schools aren’t profit-making bodies,

They depend on funding

from provincial = transfer

payments and property taxes at the municipal level.

—3School boards such as Halton are finding that the pro-
vince isn't keeping up with its share of financing.

—To compound the problem, the province keeps in-
itiating new programs for school boards to implement,
without offering the money for the boards to keep up

‘with the costs.

—Schooling is becoming more expensive. Computers in
the schools are necessary for students to learn ways and
practices of the business world., But they come with an

expensive price tag.

--Teacher salaries make up the bulk. of a school board’s

budget. Although
tical.

While an independent business migh

sirike, a school board can’t

in theory it would be nice to slash
wages of teachers in Halton,

it wouldn’t be very prac-

t weather a long
tolerate draconian methods

when a child’'s education is at stake. Besides, if Halton
doesn’t pay the going rate for teacher salaries, the best

instructors will go elsewhere,

dard level of education.

leaving us with a substan-

Nevertheless, this angry taxpayer speaks for us atl

when he talks about wasted

tax doliars. His:-comments

certainly provide food for thought. Maybe one day he:
will decide to change the system from within by seeking

election as a trustee.

But only then will he really

se¢ how difficult it is to

make serious budget changes when the cards are stack-

ed against you,

Better in blue

Editor’s
notebook

f; ,

By Dave llowney

While Halton Hills already has a
curbslde collection program for
cling waste, things could be

er.
In Milton, the town's blue-box
recycline m has municipal
officials anylhing but blue. Since it
was inlllated last year, Milton is
recyciing about 13 cent of Its
waste, t's a double what
Hallon Hills coliects in recycling
materiala,

In Nisgara Falls last r about
20,000 blue boxes were ed and
sbout 78 per cent of htmeowners
use Lhem, The cily was able to
recycline 70 per cent more waste In
1987 than the year before,

Iit's funny how one persom's :JPI-
nion aboul a movie can be so dif-
{erent from another.,

1 can't understand why' lhere are
soma adulla out there Jdeprive
themselves from watching a good

)

movie for fear that a fist £
car crash will
squeemish stomach,
T started wriling this after talk-
ing about the movie Shoot to K)II
with an avid movie-goer, She ex-

Interest in the flick until 1

Id her, there were some scenes
that weren't too nice,

“It wns a good movie, but you

bly won't like It because

's some violence In 1" T gald
to her, That was encugh to turn my
friendoff. _

Surely as adults we are able to
endure more than chlldren and
know the difference between right
or wrong. Not all viclence |s
necessarily graphic or gory, Never-
(heleas It is sometimes necessary to
move the plot aleng In an in-
teresting manner,

admlred the pro-

I've alwa

ducers of James Bond serles
for balancing the use of vlalence
action, love mcenes, humor and
gadgetry Into one complele balanc-
od packege. A flim that relies sole-
ly on violent le with mean-
Ingless plots will never do well af
the box office,

But ple do need varicty to it
through a twohour movie, especlal-
ly without the advantage of com.
merclal breaks avery flve minutes.

§

L or a

glve Lhem a

Economists, including both f{ana
and critics of the Canada-US. (ree
lride agreement, have paraded
before a leglalative commiltee here
that is examining the deal.

Most of the time, they talk of jobs
won or Joat, with side trips Inlo the
esoteric world of economic models
and theory,

It leaves this observer more than
a little doubtful

Forecasting by the use of models
doesn'l mean a lot when you deal
with the real world.

Common sense would szuggesl the
biggeat influence on job creatfon
the next few years will be the tim-
ing and severily of the ‘next
downturn In the business cycle. -

And, so far as 1 know, no

Ee appeal, to me, of lhe
testimony of Iinterndtional
economlists Murray. Smith and
Frank Stone,

PARALLEL PACTS

Pather than speak of models or
analogies g0 obzcure as to be irrele-
vant (Hawail's 19th cent free
lmtsi:le dﬁit wlll‘i;!j': the U-l;slt.dlgl one thot
nationalists e W e},
looked at parallel free-trade dm'
elsewhere - and did so within the
context of the General Agreement
on Trode and Tari{fs (GATT).

GATT is the multilateral trade
arrangement that is the Liberals'

\ BUGHT A VDED N
RONEING FIENGAL

Red Cross
campaign

Dear Slr,
Help us celebrate ““March Is
Red Cross Month"”. Give a blood
donation or volunteer some time
with the Georgetown and District
Red Cross branch or both.
Last year, thanks to that
genervelly we were able to
videi n}'ert:afn m';t}c]&-;ﬂ of mtkﬂmr;:‘n;
equipment free Ige to
in need. We provided % round
irips to out-of-town doctars for
those unable to obtaln transporta-
tion, most of these clients were
senlor citizens, Our blood pro-
am held seven clinica and col-
ected 1575 units of blood. Over 60
le were tralned In first aid.
We hold weekly Fitness claases in
three senior buildings. We offer
Individual Emergency Ald, Trac-
jn'; and Reunion and our
voluiileers are always on stand-by

| for Minor or Major Disasters,

A
i:m:dmntﬁly P18 were enrolicd f::
ted Cross Water Selety pro-
Erams,

You may not need any of these
services now... BUT Ay one
day ond you'll be glad they ore
there.

Help us help others..,
generously,

give

Roannne Monnoster,
Vice-Chalrman,
Georgetown and District
Red Cross

Coverage was

=L o ey R e w

generous

Dear Sir,

[ would llke to thank you for the
generous edilorial you wrote on
Feb. 3. Being o small art
we welcome your comments and
the way you expressed your fecl-
ings aboul our show to Lhe publ

In your opinion

we certainly n

By Derek Nelson

Thomson News
. H-:r_r_ltc

Eeﬂﬁl avenue of appeoach to
de liberalizatlon,

To glve a single example, Liberal
David Neumann asked the palr how
difficult adjustment to free trade
might be [or Ontario, given the
brench plant nature of our
economy.

Smith noled Austria - smal], with
high tarifs and lots of branch
plants from' big neighbor Germany
next - went {o [ree trade in
five years with “surprisingly few
adjusiment pressures, :

“There was no obvious dizplace-
ment in the Austrian economy, yet
It is very close to what we u-ﬁsem
between Cannda and the United
Eutm'!i

Smith and Stone are members of
the Inslitute for Reseorch on Public
Policy, although they said Lhey
were tesilfying [orthemsalves,

They made Lhe valld polnt that,
as Canadions, “we tend to lqnurc
Lhe expeticnce of olher countries.’

Moreover, Smith was struck by
how interpretatlons can be glven to
parts of the deal “‘out of context
with either the trade agreement as

| SIGNED UP FOR A
WEEKEND RNANCIAL

The Herald has always been
there with its support for us and
te (L. ;
Sincerely,
Shirley Brambley,

President,
Palette and Pencil Club

' b 4
Women’s Place
helpers tops

Dear Sir, :

The staff, the clients and the
board of . directors of Halton
Women's Place would like to ex-
tend their most sincere gratitude to
all those Individuals arganiza-
tions whe had contributed time,
rl'llEl'.ﬂ!{l ot supplies to our facility
over the Christmas hollday season,

Needless to say, many children
and thelr mothers benefilted great-
Els;eduriﬂg that time when It was, for
them, difficult to join in the
festivities.

We hope lo continue lo provide
our services o those in need. We
thank alt those whe have given and
may conlinue to give to Halton
Women's Place,

Dr. Maria Grande, M.D.,
Chalrperson, Publicity

and Public Relations Committee,
Halton Women's Place

Reader likes
writer’s story

Dear Sir,

We wish 1o applaud Brlan
MacLleod for his astute column
“"Garbage: a dirly business™ In the
February 20 issue of Halton Hills
Dutlook.

Unlike our neighbors, Brampton,
Oakville, Burlington and elro
Toronto, we in Halton Hills rely on
underground resourcea for our
water - both municlpal and rural.

Questlon:

What do you think ihe
importance ls of religlous theatre?

Free trade models meaningless

a whole, or lhe GATT, with which
there is a lot of inter-relationships
in terms of legal provisions and
obligations,"

y made these further points:
~The Canada-US. deal provides a
“classica]l freetrade area” under
termsof the GATT.

—"*The essential feature of a free-
trade area is Lhal each counlry re-
tains Its independent commercial

policy."’

INTERWOVEN
—The terms of the Canada-US.
agreement ate  “interwoven with
the terms of GATT and many of the
isses dealt with in this agreement
are interlinked with the {current)

Uru.g:m;f round of opegoliations {(cn
GATT).”

--In fact, in the highly protectionist
area of agriculture, the US. and
Canada are contemplating “‘much
moe  sweeping liberzliralion” |n
the U round than In Lhe
ﬂﬂﬂ.ﬂmﬂléhﬁ_ dE.Iﬂ. ,

— pute seltlement provisions
in our deal ore "much more for-

" mal” than in other bilgteral free

trode areas, including the Euro-
pean Free Trade Assoclation
(EFTA)-E Ecmomic Com.
munity (EEC) bilateral
ngreements, the U.S.-Israell a
ment and the Australia-New
Zealand agreement,

—There i{s no parallel elsewhere for
the exemption of cultural Indusiries
Hrtad . under the U.S.-Canada

tizens’ forum

Should Reclamation Systems suc-
ceed in their bid to turn the Acton

.Quarty Into a dump, our drinking

water could be at risk.

Let's the process now,
Minist of ﬁﬂmmt offlcials
ow that C opposition
is a m:ﬁgen-nlim. So let's o
for our own oand our dren's
seke. Please write: The
Honourable James Bradley,
Ministry of the Environment, Suite
100, 135 St. Clair Ave. West, Toron-
to, Ontario, M4V 1PsS. :

Contributions to P.O.W.E.R. are
accepted at Georgelown/Acton
Branches of Hallon Hills Credit
Union or Box 274, Acton, Ont. L7J

24,

slop

Yours truly,

Wendy Shepherd,
RR4, Acton

Will you be at
water meeting?

Dear Sir, .

Too few ple know or seem to
care that the small area of
space (swamp) ‘protecting the lown
wells on Princess Anne is to be sold
as building lots, -

It's not too late to ask cquestions.
Please attend the public informa-
tlon night tomortow, Thursday,
March 3 at the Adminisiration
Buildlng on Trafalgar Road. Be at
that 7:30 meeting. It's your drink-

ing water.
Yours truly,

Barbara Halsall,
Georgelown

Asked at Holy Cross Church during

dress rehearsal of His Last Days,

Importance of religious plays

DAVID WALKER: TRUDY

It helps to
dramatize the
lessons of the Bible
in an Interesting
manner."

WINDEN: “To get a RAMAKERS:
better idea of what
Easteris all about.”"

L .
i "To

lel people see how It
rmlf}?uh, It ﬁhreu
you a betier idea.

out

MARKS: ']
.iUs a way of acti

the ﬂn:gel a
it's & way of actin
mit the words, ﬂ

MADELEINE MIKE WASKALIK:
think To visuallze the ac-
ovenis whiqh
occurred durtng the

B ox

tual

ilme of Christ
istenics."

gels people involved
which Is very Impor-

Mt.ll

- Mdlson's Bowling

-

—In event of mﬂw worid oll shor-
tages,; the International E
ﬂsrma:l. lo which we adhere,
Ilman Th

mlhhwﬂ
than the Canada-11.8. trades ;
and it requires us to actually in

crease exports.

~Fram 197378, the small EFTA
mhﬁm}ﬂi’"’“ -lerjw-y.
free-trade degl wILE the b gEICh:
Checking their growth ra Joe- :
191383 (lhe extra five yoars

ing time for the effect of free trade -
{o become clear), Smith and Stone'
found the EFTA nations' pepl
growth exceeded that of ﬂl‘._' EEC

countries by 30 per cent,
—Both New Zealand and [arael,
ve
with

before they entered their
[ree-trade agreementa
Austrella and the U.S,, were runn-
o1, I, "o e, et
Within three years, both were in 2

hus position,

nd you, econamlsts wouldn't be
economists if they relied solely on
"l it

ce to BuC-

cess ﬂ free-trade area, Smith
and Stone cautloned, is for the
smaller partner (Austria, Israel,
New Zesland or Canada) to

Prrsue
other ible lcles, such as
l!bwﬂlmd itupde: rates
and reduction of its budget deficits.

Stll, overall, it sounded llke free
trade has been good news
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30 years ago

~ Rev, Morgan McFarlane of-
ficlaled st the marriage of Elma
Loyise El;al::[letm of Georgelown
and Ross McCrimmon Turner of
Georgetown. The bride changed
from her waltz length gown ﬂitﬁuﬂ
aylon net and lace to & grey muit for
%.flh honeymoun trip to " Niagara
i, Bt et o

own gue, was
selecied by the committee of the
' Five Plns touma-
ment as one of two teams from the
Kitcheper-Waterico zone to roll in
their Sportsman Show tournament
in Toronto.

Acton Main Street, park and the
Free Press office were used in a
TY "“Perspective” program. The
slles were used in a 3 minute fllm
entitled “The Editor” televised by.
the National Film Board far their
Perspective serles. :

Stuart Young, Phm. B,
ed the former Robb's mﬁtﬂ

business, Mr. Young had been the
manager there since 1948 There -
had been a drug store at 8 Main St
N. since 1915 when L.V, Hourigan
first established the business.

15 years ago

Mrs. Peggy Treahy of
Georpelown was cgtun Lions Qub
Glizen of the Year. Mrs. Treahy
received an award, engraved pla- -
E: during a dinner and dance at

Legion auditorium.

Company lientenant
Broostead his goxzmet
oooking at Scots regiment’s
survival weekend at Base Borden
Members of the Georgetown's
s o S0 et

ents a
food over fires.

Larry Pickett of own was
elected president of the

own’'s Horsemen's Associa-
tian ng its annual meeting The
main concetn of the meeting was to
discuss the planping of the upcom-

10 years ago

Jim Y of owWn was
named top salesman of Clay Equip-
ment ation's Top Ten ter-
ritory s representatives for
1977. The company fs ed
in Canada through a division office
in Georgetown,

In an effort to prevent the long
line-ups which pesult on the [irst
day issues of stamps after an In-
crease of postal rates the
Georgelown post  offlice releasad
new 4 cents and 30 cenis
denomination stamps a month ear-

y.

Walter Gray, 85, of Georgetown
measured belng named Lions Club
Citizen of the Year as the second
best thing that has happened to him
next to m ng hia wife Edith,
Mr. Gray devoted years of
voluntary service (o the community
of Georgetown. !

A 2Z3.year-old etown man
began a 30,000 mile sojourn throu
Africa and Europe. David Connol
spent five months touring countries
such as South Africa, Libya,
Morocco and Spaln.

J years ago
Only 3lba.8o0zs. at birth baby
Brian fnn Amold waa early and &
bit too tiny for the infant car sest
hia mother recelved rent free for
eight months from the Georgetown
Jaycettes, Janice Armold of Norval
ented wilh Lhe CSA l?-
birth to

wis
[mv car aeat for giv

he firast Georgetown baby during
Buckle Up Baby Week.

Elsine Bertrand waas elecied
resident of the Esquesing
listorlcal Society, She replaced Cy

Whalers, :
Dirty Dozen volloyball

ﬁc:.jnn'i Intl { the lown'
squad consisting of t own's
battled thelr

police detachment

-..,-.-il !
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Dave

.way to Lhe semi-[inals at the third

annual Al Ruelons lournament,
Over $700 was raised in the chapl
event played at the Acton HI

School

The District High
School wrestling Rebela pinned
down a Peel-Halton chl:nprm!ﬂp
st Whita Oaks Secondary School in
Oakville. Altogether 18 of 19 Rebel
wrestlers earned team points &t the
Poel-Halton meel.
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