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Golfers tee off for big bucks

By lohn Grahowski

All-time goliing great Gary Player
once 3aid, “When you play (or fun, it's
fun. But when you play golf for a liv-
Ing, it's a game of sorrows. You're
never happy.”

Contrary to Player’s opinlon, it's a
good bet that there are zome happy
goliers on the pro tour nowadays’
Tour purses have been increasing
conststently over the years, with the
greatest increase ever occurring in
1987. Purses for the 46 events on the
tour totaled $32,106,093 last year, an
increase of better than $6.5 milllon
{or 26 percent) over 1986'z total.

No one was happier than 33-year
old Curtis Strange of Kingsmill, Va.
Strange won the Amold Palmer
Award as the leading money winner
on the tour, accumulating an astound-
ing $925,841. His total broke the pre-
vious record, set by Greg Norman in
1986, by more than & quarter of a mil-
lon dullarn Paul Aginfer also beal
Norman's old standard, fintshing with
$822 481 [n winnings.

s An even betler idea of how earn-
ings have soared can be oblained by
examining the number of §100,000
winners. The f{irst time the magle
mark was reached was 1963, when
both Arnold Palmer and Jack Nick-
laus it, with $128,230 and
_ ] | $100,040, respectively. The number ol

o e @ AR T et e R e T &hyen has steadily since
Hiwie s S g SRR -~ then, to the point where a record 96

. ' ' R ey golfers enmcd $104,000 or more last
year. At least §200,000 was earned by
55 tour pros, $300,000 by 32, $400,000
by 19, and $500,000 by 14.

Prlor to 1987, only 17 gelfers had
ever cracked the $400,0060 barrier,
and only five the half-millloa platean.
{Of the top 10 single season marks,
seven were reached in 1987,

e Strange and Azinger's 1987 totals
were, respectively, $688,241 and
$568,462 higher than their 1986 totals,
for the two blggest one season galns in
PGA history. The previous high was
Bob Tway’s $488,757 increase in 1986.

o In the past seven years, six differ-
ent golfers have won the Palmer
Award as the Jeading money winner.
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could always count on having so-
meone there for back.up when II ap-

ared they were golng to lose Lheir
alance.

The Georgetown Flgure Skating
Club heid a Junior Olymples for
their young skaters aver the
weekend, The youngsters took part
in a8 wvarely of relay evenls, and

Acton team among
penalty free winners

Members of the Acton Nellis Con-  mitted penalty-free game sheets will

receive an  Esso  Penalty Free
Sw takes crest, and Certifllcate
of Achievement,

It has been to make the
Eszo Penalty Sweepstakes an
annual event, since [t was o muc-
cesgful,
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Family {3 or More) . %80.00
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the last 11 with $200,000 or more.
Watson also helds the mark for con-
secutive $100,000 seasons with slx
(1977.82). He topped the money list a
record four conseculive years during
that span {(1977-80), bul still trails
Nicklaus, who has been the Jeading
tnoney winner eight times.

¢ Amnold Palmer was Lhe first golf-
er to win $1,000,000, reaching the
mark on July 21, 1968, Hal Sutton, ai
age 26, was the youngesl| to altain thaf
level in career earnings.

Strange is the only repeal winner,
having led the tour in 1985 as well as
1987.

e Four rookies topped $100,000 Jast
year, led by Keith Clearwater, who
set a rookie record with $320,007 |n
winnings. Sam Randolph, John Inman
and Kenny Perry were Lthe other new-
comers to join J;E select group.

e Greg Norman of Australla was
the leading non-American money
winner, with $535.450. South Africa’s
David Frost and West Germany's
Bernhard Langer rounded out the top
three,

= As of j988, 85 golfers had sur-
passed the $1,000,000 mark in career
earnings. Jack Nicklaus {$4,976940)
and Tom Watson (§$4,701,629) head the
list, with Tom Kite, Ray Floyd, Lee
Trevino, Curtis Strange and Lanny
Wadkint also having passed the
$3,000,000 level.

e Jack Nicklaus won $190,000 or
more {or a record 16 consecutive pea-
sons (1963-73). Tom Watson currently
hax a 14-year streak golng, Including
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Inexpenswe Entertannment
*Have a Ball *Bring Your Friends

| Youth League Bowlers Still Accepted! |

Reservations accepted for Public Bowling and
Birthday Parties, Weekdays, Evenings and
Weekends.

YOU'RE ALWAYS WELCOME AT

GEORGETOWN BOWL

"The Family Bowling Centre”

12 Mountainview Rd.S.
Georgetown

877-9922

WORK THAT
BODY resserocranic.

Facilities:
* Riness Gym * Fitness Evaluations

* 4 Weight Training Room (Global Gym Equipment)
* Sauna * Fully Ak mv‘“ * Lounge Area
# Specially Programs v Women’s Locker Room

* Showers * Babysiting Avalable X LieCycle
* Hair Dryers * Suntan Bed

CIub Hours:  Open 7 days to May 15, 1888, :
Open 6 days a weok during the summer months.

Monday/Wednesday 8:30 a.m. - 1N00 p.m.; Tussday/Thursday B:30 a.m. -
9:00 p.m.; Friday 8:30 a.m. - I:ﬂ-ﬂpm,slturdlriﬂﬂlm - 400 p.m.; Bune -
da i'-lﬁlm-1ﬂ-ﬂpm_mmmnmﬂnhmﬂtmsﬂﬁm12mmtn
1:16p.m. - Mon_ toFn, y
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AFFORDABLE MONTHLY PAYMENT MEMBERSHIPS
1 Yoear — 23.99/month
8 Month 33.00/ month
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