Page 4 - HALTON HILLS OUTLOOK, Saturday, February 7, 1988

Halton Hills

Cutlooks

Outlook Is published each Saturday by The H
newspaper of Hallon Mills, a divis nurnl’ Cnln;tlltl.;?i l#tu;:l:?gfu li?:‘?ntrrllie

any Limited, at 45 Guelph S
Becand Clars baat) &5 Guelph Street, Geargelown, Ontarlo, L1G 326.

817-2201 877-2202 MARKETING REPRESENTATIVES

Sharon Holll
PUBLISHER Catiy McGonh
Don Brander

Karen Friolet
ADVERTISING MGR. CLASSIFIED
Carl Sinke

EDITOR
Dave Rowney

PRODUCTION SUPERINTENDENT
Dave Hastlngs

PRODUCTION ASSISTANTS

Myles Gllson Mary Lou F
Annie Olsen = oreman

CIRCULATION DEPARTME
Marie Shadbolt MENT

ACCOUNTING
Mike Bowen Pauline Miller

PRESSROOM FOREAMAN
Brian Alkman
ASSISTANT

SPORTS
Mike Turner

Elaine Kuryshyn

5TAFF WRITERS
Brian MacLeod

Their Qutloo

A growing need for
‘indexed pensions

Y our
Business

R
I]I:‘lNNEJl'“ALEY
Busineas Analysi

Thomson News
Service

Each dollar eammed in 1967 was
worth only 27.5 cents by 1886 A
worker who relired in 1967 would
have seen the purchasing power of
hiz pension income shrink by nearly

tters in 20 years, assuming
he lived that long.

With more people retiring nt age
55 ot 60, ond with infllation forecast
to be s bad in the future as it was in
the past, the need for indexed pen-
sions Is growing,

Some companies say they con't af-
ford Indexed penslons, but athers,
led by Chrysler Conada, have
agreed ta  protect their  retired
workers from inflation. The poten-
tial Impaot on the ecconomy s

Pensjon savings will grow o mect
increased demand, while employees
may save less in their own plans, In-
formetrica Ltd., an Ottawa-based
research [irm, points oul in a recent

Meanwhile, the burden of risk
from inflation and interest rates will
be shifted to the employer, so a rupid
rise in inflation could hit employers
hard.

COSTBURDEN

Indexed pensions will push up the
cost of doing busincess, warns
willlam M. Mercer Lid, a company
that sdvises ecmployers on benefit
Blennu. Prices will rise and jobs will

loat, the lirm says.

The move toward ion index-
ing 15 in part o hangover of the 1970s,
when Inflation surpassed 12 per cent,
and to the [at surpluses sitting in
corporate  pension  funds,  which
some emplayers have tried to
withdraw and spend.

As It stands, the Friedland Task
Farce report on indexed iens
oppears likely (o be pdopted by the
Omtarie Government, which nas
some employers fuming.

Two’s a Crowd

&

"I THINK WE'L

The proposed indexing formula,
simply put, calls fer pensions to in-
erease  yearly hy one percenlage
poinl less than 75 per cent of the in
crease in the consumer price index -
a modest enough proposal,

The Mercer reporl points to ine-

uities in the proposed system and
the burden il would place on the On-
tario economy. The problem, as In-
fermetrica poinis oul, is the uncer
tainty employers would face nnd Lhe
possible risks to their future sur-
vival if inflation were to skyrocket,

Instcad of gnashing their teeth
about costs, employers might con
sider the possible benefits they could
reap by offering retirement securi-
ty.

Indexed penpsions  could do
wonders for employee morale.

SOCTAL ISSUE

Al issue is the larger social ques
tion of who is responsible for the well
being of Canadlan workers:
business, government or the
workers themsclves. Government is
held ulttmately responsible.

In the end, though, the burden falls
on the taxpayer.

Business likes (o think it con
deliver goods and services more effi-
clently then government, whether
housing, medical care or postal
dellvery. Why not penslons, too?

Once the issue of indexed pensions
is settled, we shauld look at the role
of business In education and retrain
ing. Again, the government bears
the burden while iness sils back
and complains thal workers are
poarly trained.

Although Mercer sees  indexed

jons as a “major new interven.
tion™, shifting respensibility from
fuuemmnm to husiness would be in
ecping with demands for  lower
taxes and less government interven-
tion.

Much discussion will take place
belween now and the time these
changes come info cffect. It would
be helpful il we could keep in mind
lhat a fundamental shift in social
philosophy i3 beinpg propesed. one in
which patential hardship would be
shifted from the persnnuf to the cor
porale sphere,

By BILL BUTTLE

REFER TO

THESE AS TERMINAL CASES? ”

Two’s a Crowd

Cheryl Mooder

K

By BILL BUTTLE

“YOU OILED THE ING.'".
It’s just too easy

to be cynical, glib

By Ian
Weir
Thomaon

News Service

It goes without saying that you and I
iry our best, as we go through hfr.. o re-
main as wide-eyed and Lrusting as pos-
sible,

Quite frankly, it's just far loo easy
and glib to be a cynic. Anyone can be
ane. All you need lobe a cynle is a pass-
ing knowledge of history, or af human
nature. Those who have a passing
knowledge of both are well on the way
1o developing a drinking problem.

Still, no matter how hard youtry — on
sheer principle — to remain positive
and optimistic, there are times when
dreadiul, cynical questions start cree
tng into your mind, In particularly
bleak moments, you may even begin
questioning volues and institutions
which lie al the very heart of western
democratic cullure.

Just now, in facl, [ lind myself
haunted by exnculv] this sort of question.
To wit: 1s |\ possible — just possible —
that the winners of beauly pageants are
not always paragons of modesty, whale-
someness and traditlonn] virtye?

Whoops, There I go already — my
shamelul cynleism shows through in
the very fact I jusl referred to besuly
pageants as beauly pageants,

pageant orgonlzers constanily re-
mind us, beauly pageants are not
beauly pageants at all, since they have
hathing to do with beauty. These pag-
canis ure concerned with Intelligence
und grace, rather than with somethin
4s criess and shallow as physical endow-
ments. This is why the contestants wear
swimsuils

The judpes. we ore tald, Hie-
ular attenlion 1o the poise ﬂnﬂdﬂlﬁlﬂis-
lic abilities of lhe contestants. This is
why every pageant contains a segment
in which the contestants play the violin,
ol make aspeach_arsing. dod if you've

ever watched a pageant on TV, you'll
know that many of them sing o!mosl as
well as Luciano Pavaroiti models bikini
briels.

But I digress. The point ls1kat we are
constantly assured that beauty pag-
cants exist o celebrale the very {N:al ﬁn
young North American womanhood.
{This is what distinguishes Lhem from,
say, wel T-shirt contests, which exist to
celebrate . .. um .. . well, let's not get
into fine points of definition.)

In any case, that's why it's so distres.
5ing to read little news items which call
our trusting assumpticns into douht,

The first blow fell o few years back,
us you'll recall, when the reigning Miss
Amenca was deposed afler Penthouse
magazine publisled photos of her ca-
vorting in Lhe altogether with another

young woman — thus giving a whole
new resonance o 1the title of Miss Con-
geniality,

This unfortunale memory had
tahem} barely begun to fade when it
was discovered a couple of the male rel-
atives of a subsequent Miss America
;{1;.nner~up had belonged (o the Ku Klux

an.

Al the very leasi, this could be re-
arded a3 o stroke of lamentobly bad
uck. With tens of millions of aftractive

young women In the U.5., you'd think
the judges might have mannged Lo
choose one whose menfolk were active
im the Rotary elub instead,

A year or &0 ago, scandal rocked the
Miss Universe pageant, when several of
the contestanis were accused of ille-
gnl%?.udding thelr bathing sulis.

(Fhis, of course, tllustrates another
key difference beiween o beauty pag-
c¢ant and a wet T-shirt cantest, You can
cheat in a beauty pageant.)

Last month, controversy broke out in
the regionol run-ups to the Mrs. Amer.

B ica pagean!, when the winner and the

first runner-up in ¢ne state had to step
down because they gol pregnant

(Qhiviously, this can't really be con.
sidered a scandal, considering we're
dealing with married women | mean,
who could possibly cliject lo a married
waman getting pregnani? It just seems
n bit old-fashloned, that's all.)

~Calgary's

Ilychard McKeown

Staff
Comment

By
H1LIAN Mact. 0D

+

Canadions who spent the last two
woeks perched in {ront of their
lelevision sels eagtrl&;' awailing that
elusive Olympic gold must be pet-
lh}lghdisnppoin ed.

¢ pre-Olymple hype had set us
HE for gold medal hopes in {igure
skating, skiing and hockey.

There now seems litlle chanee for
gold in this year's Olymples for
Coanrdn so atteniion often ttoms to
other aspects of the Games - like
Great Britain's one man ski jumping
tearn dubbed Eddie the Eagle.

But anyone walchin medal
presenlotions cach  evening from
dewntown core has (o
wonder what visiting athletes think
about Canadn.

Imagine yoursell poing abroad for
the fitst time from an eastern block
country, barely able to ask for after-
noon tea in English, wailching the
spectacle put on there each pight,

They must think they're stuck in a
bad 19508 cowboys and Indians
movie,

If television coverage is any i
dication of what's going on in
Calgary, cowboy hats and Indian
war dances are the norm for cullyral
evenls,

Now there's nolhing wrnng with
altemnpting to show the world what
it's like te be Canadian. Without a
douht, we're all proud to travel to
other countries telling people we're
Canadian, nol American. But those
flashy stetsons and [eathered head-
dresses can  hardly be termed
typical Canadian culture.

True, the Olympics are in Calgary
amk] they're proud of their westem
heritage so cowboy hats arc to be ex-
pected, but Indion heads on the back
of medals is going just a bit too far,

Surely there's gol to be more to
cullupe in the Greal White North
than cowboy hats and painted [oces.

Anyone walching lhe coverage tn
foreign countries must think we
jump on ouwr horses and chase In-
dians down the streel wilh lasses fly-
ing after the saloons close.

Whnt they probably don't know is
Canpdian Indians tend to be exiled to
reserves with little peal incentive to
espotrse their traditlonal heritage.

tul when worldwide television oo-
diences come watching, we haul out
those Indians and parode them
around in iancy costumes and

ainted foces dancing Lo drumbceals
or all the world (o sce.

It would be nice i Indian reservn.
tions, which arc sup ly geared
1o the preservatien of their culiure,
really reflected their herilage but
andly, that's just not the case,

No doubt visitors to Calgary are
having a joily good time,

But lelevision awdiences around
the world must be scratching thelr
heads wondering what Canada is all
-ahout.

There's
wirld d
tensely hil
and [ndlans.
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I Hecton

to be mote Lo show the
ng these two wecks of in-
profile than cowboys




