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A home aquarium is an eye-catching focal point for any room

A great way 1o add to 1he enjoyment of
indoor living is by adding a touch of out-
doors. And a home aquarium is the per-
fect way to bring live outdoor enjoymen
and added decor to any indouoe living
area.

There are many positives 1o owning a
home aquarivim. First, il is always n
“conversation picce” because of i at-
tractiveness and the beauly of the fish
and decorative accessorics such as planiy
and ornaments,

Sevond, it is a family hobby, grean for
educating youngsiers both in maintaining
“life” and in assuming responsibility.
Third, new aguarium life support equip-
menl is noiseless and easy 10 maintzin,
making a home aguarium even more ap-
pealing.

And last, a recent study by researchers

al the University of Pennsytvania proved
that watching {ish 1n an oguarium is o
definile benefil in relieving stress.

How do you get started? First, yuu will
wani to locaie o good dealer in your area.
I you have a friend who has an aquar-
wm, ask for a reference: viherwise the
lelephone book bists most tropical Ash
retailers.

Durtng your visit to a tropical fish
store, you will want 1o get some ideas on
quarium sizes and on the cquipment you
will need, and look over the selection of
the fish so that you can choose 1he ones
you will want te keep. '

I ts advisable to purchase a ook 1ha
provides compiete instructions on setting
up and maintaining an aquacium, How.
cvel one important rule s 1o buy the

HRING A LITTLE OF THE OUTDOORS, INDOORS, with a colorful. lvely aquar-
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Time Sharing Can Be Intricate

{NC} — Have you heard about time
sharing a vesort?
It's where you and a aumber of

other people can jointly buy or -

lease a vacation property and there-
by have the right, as the purchaser,
o occupy a unit for a certain
period every year, wsoally one or
Iwo weeks.,

You might, for example, pay
310,000 or mare for a unit in
Florida that gives vou a lifetime use
of it for the firvt two weeks of
February every vyear. That's a
pretty anractive package — and
many of them are — but there can
be hitches, and some people have
lost money on their “*vacation™ in-
vesmenl.

There are different kinds of time
share deals and it's imporiant fora -
potential buyer to fully understand
the differcnces. Two of the most
prevalent are "“fee simple’™”, where
the purchaser is aciually buying
title ta the properiy for the same
period cach ycar, and “‘right to
use'’, which is a much different
concept. With the latter, the person
1sn't an owner at all, but one who is
merely leasing the property for &
certain ume period each year.

Under this plan, if the developer
goes bankrupt before the lease ex-
pires, customers could [ose access
10 the urit and the money they paid
th advance,
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That’s one problem. Also, Lhere
are some high pressure sales oppor-
tunities in the fime sharing business
and some sales pitches include
showing  pictures ol  Juxurious
resorts that don’t quite represent
the reality when the buyer gets
there. The answer 1o that, of
Course, is to see the unit and the re-
sort before you buy.

It's a good idea 100, 10 check
what the maintenance charge will
be during your annual  visits.
Usually it averages abour $175 a
week but make sure of thisy factor
and whether 1the fee can be raised
penadically.

Another feature of time sharing
15 the opportunity 1o exchange your
own property for another one in g
different part of 1he country, or the
world for that matter. It's o pirti-
cularly atiractive feature, and while
netwaorks exist to help make this
happen, the ability to do so is not
always as casy as the sales person
suggests. You might be wise 1o buy
mte a development that you will
enjoy returning 1o most of the lime.

You would also be wise, before
sighing on the dotied line, to ask an
accounlant experienced in time
share properiies, and a lawyer, 10
see the agreement so that you know
exactly what you uarc getting and
how it will benefit vou,

largest aguarium pracucal since the
prealer the waler enviroament, the foss
chance of water problems.

When delernuning where to pul your
aguanm, several fictors should be con-
sidered. You will non want to put it in di-
rect sunlight since this will cause algae
Erow un 1he glass and plastic accessories.

You alwo may nol want 1o put it on
your best carpeting since during water
changes it 15 possable Tor some water o
splash on the Aoor. You ilsa shouk) e
sure o pub youor aguatium on o [irm
stand since water is heavy.

Aller you have decided on the aquar-
wm, yaur first accessory will be a tghily
fitting q:alml[)y cover equipped with o
fuorecent tisture, Fluorescent fixlures
throw off a cool light and witl ot cause
fluctialions sn the water temgperature.

While on the subject of water [empera-
ture. rropical fish require an environmem
nunntained al sround 75°F (25°C). You
wilt therefore necd a gound heater and an
aguanum thermumeicer.

A recent deselopment in this technul-

agy is the liguid crysad digital thermom-
cler which affines 1o the outside of the
uariune yet measures most aceurately
the wuter femperalure.

You will also necd u quality Blter. Your
dealer van give you proper advice since
there are several types ot filters and your
needs will vary with the size of your
aguanium. B you are poing to keep a ot
u? fish. you will also wanl a separate air
pump 1o add oxypen 1o the waler.

Decorating an aquariom is great fun,
There are multi-colored pravels, highly
decorative backgrounds and hendreds of
broaments, as well as plastie plants so
veal tn repeoduction s almost impos-
sible 1o distinguish them from tive plaats.
Muost pood retadlers wil) have a vomplete
dxsoriment and your selection should by
based on the size of your aquatimn und
the amount of money you decide to
apend.

Once you have set up youy weuarium,
you should add a chiacine neutralizer to
Ihe witer and xbkd unly o few fish in-
wially. These few fish will help develup
the proper biological conditions neces-

sary to mantain a fully stocked aquae-
i, Aflter three to four weeks, assuming
everything is functioning preperly. you
can then go ahead and add the rest of the
lish. =

Larium mainieniance is a lol simpler
than peuple think. Every two weeks a
partixl waler change (not greater than 20
pereent) by siphoning Lhe water from the
bullosn of the aquarium is all that iy re-
quired. A device called the HydroClean
ullows an efficient siphaning by scparat-
ing 1he debris in the gravel and removing
0 with the water lrom the syuarium,

On a monthly basis, your filter will re-
Lluirc nunimal maintenance. That's all
there s,

Following this simple routine, chances
of fish disease ur any other aquarium
rrnhl:nn arc remote. In fact, ane of the
nggest problems people have is spending
o much time mudnteining their agquar-
um.

On a daily basis, of course, fish should
b fed and 1 good guality lake food wall
provide a complete diet for almeost all
[ish.

We work together for you
Halton Hilis

— Miiton Areas

BARBARA GLENN

Milfon - 876-1156
Res.: 1.519.853.0923

ALEX GLENN

Georgetown - 877-5296
Aes.: 1-519-853-0923

DESIREABLE
PARK AREA
*155,900.00

“'It's Worlh The Drive To Acton”
3 bedrooms, spacious living room,

separate dining room, famity

size

kitchen and main floor taundry.
Close to schools and shopping.
FPlease call.

35 ACRE
HORSE FARM

Barn set up with 22 stalis. indoor
exarcise, water, hydro & 11
paddocks. Localed just south of
Orton. Please calf for appointmant
B877.5296 or home (518) 853-

0923. Ask for Alex Glenn.

8008

WANT IN-LAW
SUITE?

This 2 year old home is beatdilully
finished throughout, 2 European
style kilchens, 3-4 pc. baths, 1-
2 pc. bath, two brick fireplaces.
Finished with wood treated, Two
wialkouts. Includes 1-1 bedroom
n-law suite. $219,900.00. Cal
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Thig contificate entitfos you to a
professionally aceurate estimate of the mankeet value

of your home by Jim Aker

RE/MAX SUBURBAN

REALTY INC., REALTOR

CONTACT JIM AKERS TO ARRANGE AN APPOINTMENT

** 1 nol our Intenlion ta soli¢il listings irom other real estate brobers Pleass disregard (his offer if your home s currently lisied
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Alex or Barbara Glenn.
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jim akers
associale broker

RES: 877-7551
Pager 1-552.7208
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