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The weddings of the eighties: Tradltlon blends w1th mnovatlon

Changing social, economic trends
affect marriage patterns, planning

" The bride of today knows what she wants, Whether she walks down a long aiste in

an antique Victorian gown, or is married ina taitored suit of her Mmvurite color, she is
planning her wedding ara time when couples are expressing whom they are by the
way in which they choose to celcbrate their marrizge.

The weddings of the "80s are unique in thal. although there is a trend wowand Ihc :

traditional, ut the same time there is 8 strony tendency (o cast convention aside,

It is no fonger unusual. for instance.
for a bride, being married for the first
time al the age of 33, to opt for the Jarge

traditionsl ceremony and long white -

gown lhnt were once considered appro-
prizte only for a much younger woman.
Bui today's bride oftea comes to her
marrisge with many years of education
and carcer behind her, A lol more savvy
and sophisticated than a young bride of

21, her asies are more mature wnd hcr

dicection more defined.

She may be an investment I:mnktr.
doctor or head of her own small busi-
n:ss But whatever her corcer goals may

be, they are most likely as important a
consideration in the marriage o5 those of
her husband.

While it is an advantoge to have more
defined goals before marriage, s0 that
both people have a clearer sense of
whom they are and what their necds may
be, at the same time, it means that there
nuiy be a greater need (or compromise.

{ it is & two career marriage, chores
will necd to be shared and perhaps an

catra effort made to spend quality dime-

tqgthcr despiic Lwo uﬂcn hectic sched-
u

It is tess and less tikely lhnl the bride
of today will mn"i the boy next door, or
cven @ £ SAME {OWn, 343 Was

the norm in the past. For, a5 Ihe averape .

age of brides increases steadily. it is more
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Professional and

and more probable that she will meet her ~ Fdl8

husband at colle sﬁﬂr on the job,
“Chances are she’s from Jowa and he’s
from California, an increasingly conuton
situation which hag brought about iono-
valive ideas in wedding planning. such us

the weekend-wedding. At this sort of - 1 ;
. wcddm events such as barbecues and

t.u:cm trips are planned for pucsts

travel from near and for 1o celcbrate . &
with 1he bride and groom for an r:mm: .

weekend!

What this says about the new trend in | ;

weddings for the “80s is that more than
Ever thSr: they arc a personal reflection
of whom the bride and groom ceally are,
reflecting their taxics. attitudes and

~ dreans,

Today, whether the couple is 19 or 45,
there is o new confidence. freedom and
case in the way in which they choose to
celebrnte their marriage.

Wheiher it's a large. formal, |rudi~
tional wedding. an outdoor picaic wed-
ding in the country. a small intimate
ceremony (ollowed by cocktails and cle-

fil hors d'oeuvee, or a big weekend

sh. today the choices are endless.
What this mesns is that. wilh the free-
dom of expression and the urliniited

imaginativencss that characicrizes the [

marriages of the “80s. today the wedding
al your dreams is more possible than
ever before,

The Height Of Any Occasion

" The perfect setting for your wedding
- reception should offer more than simply a

splendid location. For on this your happiest
.of days, each moment must-be allowed to
‘build into: something magical. Surprise
. your guests with a floating fantasy.

‘e Wedding Arches
-Ftlﬂmnmt

L Balluon Art & Sculplure
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Nothlng Holds

lee Weddmg Portralts
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' 85 King Streot Georgetown
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