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Privileges shouldn’t be reinstated: hospital lawyer

Guidelines and medical staff rules wouldn’t work, he says

Con't. from Page Al

oney also played a facter in Dr.
Fu-d‘afracliee.ualdh[r Liswood.
act Lhat Dr. Ford

more midforceps dell

allowance for mid-forceps
dication that Dr. Ford's

abllit
Mr,

He sald the Board should also have
problem  with  his

a “signlicant
credibility."

Reading (rom hearing transcripts
of the second session of the hearing,
tient
which Dr. Ford saw just before he
left on vacation. Dr. Ford had
testified that because he was on
holidays he had very littls to do with

prior 1o her
4. Under strict

Dr. Ford admiited he
e woman righl up untl

Mr. Llswood recalled a

her management
delivery on Oect.

questioning
had seen

Oct, 11,
- “That's not misrepresentation,

By BRIAN MacLEOD
Heruld Btafl

Dr. Donald Trant sald he altered
his referral practices to Dr. Ford
alter he became mncemed about his

care of patients [n 1984,
““The last three years [ rarely sent
iems tc Dr. Ford for care
I just didn't have con-
ﬂdmce he was glving them the
quality of care they should be recely-

ing," gald Dr, Trant,

e was testifying before Lhe On-
tario Hospital A Ia Board lmit-
ing into the revo privileg

gynecologist and ubstealritian Dr
Jack Ford,

He referred to 28 muchdiscussed
case in 1980 in which {wins died
shortly after being born. Dr. Ford
l;élﬂ detected fmmthaumm woman's

ous pregnancy t the woman
should have a Shorodkar stitch In-
serted for her next pregnancy
because the cervix was not capabie
of holding the baby to term. He

. never inserted the atitch,

Dr. Trant thought the womean
should have been referred (o & cen-
tre with betier {facilitles than

Creorgetown,

Two years later, when Dr. Trant
was a member of the Medical Ad-
visory Comenitlee, he heard about
another case of twins who died at
birth. The woman was admilted to
the hospitnl wilh bleeding at 25
weeks, The placenta (which supplies
nourishment f{or the fetus)
separating from the uterus, said Dr
Trant.

“The patient wasn't lrealed oe-
tively,”” he said. The
dellvered twins without a doctor in
attendance. "I really didn't feel the
judgement was better,” he said of
the two cases of twins,

In another case Dr, Trant cn.'EIed in
Dr. Ford to help with a delivery in
which the baby was alligned horizon-
tally in the womb. The baby had to
be rotated  before it could be
dellvered, he said.

Dr. Ford delivered the baby, *“I
was rather surprised lo leam the
forceps had been positioned across
theface," hesald.

An expert ‘witness testifying for
the Georgetown hospital Jan. I-I told
the Ontarlo Hospital Appeals Board
he would have many serlous con-
cerns about Dr. Jack Ford's prac-
tice.

Dr. Ernest Ewaschuck, the Chiel
of Obstetrics and Gynecology at
Oakville Trafalgar Memorial
Hospital and an assistant prolessor
at McMeaster Medical Centre said he
is concerned about how up-to-date
Dr. Ford's academic knowledge is in
the {leld of obstetrics and
Eynecologly,

He also Jisted a host of other pro-
blems with Dr. Ford's practice In-
cluding hia use of dilatage and curet-
tage (D and C}) ations for func-
tional uterine bleeding, the ade-
quacy of his obstetrical care, his
ireatment of premature ruptured
membranes, his care of a me
known as inter-uterine retar-
datlon and he volced concems about
Dr. Ford's surgical technique,

Dr. Ewaschuck also sald he 13 con-
cermmed about the “high rate of mor
bidity'’ of Dr. Ford's patients,

Dr. Ewaschuck offered some com-

ralive slatistics between Dr.

ord’s praciice, the Oakville
hospital and the Women's College (n
Toronto.

In"a i2-month period nnipg in
April, 1986 seven gynecologists at
Qakville Trafalgar pl:rfnnnﬁd 4 D

and C operations. At Women's Col-
lege 15 %rnem!ugi.ﬁu performed
1,316 D and rations in a 12 mon-
tha period. Dr. ¥ Ford performed 406
D and C ﬂpcmtinn.-. in a 15 months

m ﬁnnjng June, 1863, said Dr.

During those timeo periods

. Qakville Trafalgar hos per-
formed 223 hysterectomies nvern%
ing gsbout 30 per pgynecologls
Women's College averaged just over
3 hysterectomies per gyneccloglst
their 12 months pericd and

during Dr. Ford's 15 months period

he ormmed B3 hysterectomies,
zald Dr. Ewaschuck,
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and losa of do t points. A former
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ormed
e when
there was a 520 Increase in OQOHIP
Is an in-
“bad prac-
tice iz continuelly related to his
to earmm more money,” said

woman

That's a lie,” sald” Mr. Liswood of
Dr. Ford’s statement,

““The delibernte and embellished
He should discredit in totallty the
evidence from Dr. Ford, We caught
him on thisone," sald Mr. Liswood,

Mr. Uswonti tumed his ptiention
ta two seis of twins and one stillbirth
which he aaid died as & result of Dr.
Ford's actions.

“In epch of these three cases - [ive
babies - in coch case the hospltal
records show Lhere was a heartbest,
viable [etal H{e {not long before they
dled),” Mr. Liswood said,

Recalllng the evidence given by
Dr. Allin, Mr, Liswood clalmed his
witness ' y threw his hands up
and said the problem here is the man
has to go back te school.”

Turning to the evidence offered on
the hi number of mid-forceps
deliveries perfoermed by Dr. Ford
Mr. Liswood said there was no ex-
amples of Dr. Ford stopping o mid-
forceps delivery and perfnrmlng o

The baby suffered no anenit
damage [rom the delivery, he said,

In another case in 1981 Dr. Trant
assisted Dr. Ford In abdominnl
surgery In which both the woman's
ureters (the duct which carries
urine from the kidney to the blad-
der) were cut, Dr. Ford said the
urelers were repalred Immedintely
once he found they were cul. .

Dr. Ford earlier testilied the
woman had a "large pelvic masa,"
“The mass was huge to say (he

least. The anhatomy
distorted,” he said.

Dr. Ford sald normal practice js 1o

was tolally

tdentify the ureters before the
tlon 80 they won't be cul. He said he

made within a month.

make any adjusiments.
The Appe

In mid-February

spokesman sald.

the hospital.
privileges at other hospltals,

had conducted n dye test earller in
the woman's pregnancy (o heip iden-
the ters,

Trant said a melhm:l in-
vuiwng the Insertion of catheters,
which give the anatomy & three-
dimensicnal oppearance to  help
assist in finding the urelers, could be
used, Dr. Fo spid he doesn't have
privileges to Insert catheters and
there was no urologist in the hospital
to perform the procedure,

“In this particular case in hind.

- In esarlier hot:;ltti:lmn l bty thfi'
Georgelown reclor o
Records Susan Merrick, the Board
heard that Dr. Ford's use of mid-
forceps in delivering bables nnd his
use of local anaesthetics ns ul;a

to more intense freezing usually ad-
ministered by an anacsthetist, |s
slgnificantly higher than other doc
tors at the rgetown hespital.

Ms. Merrick said in 188485, Dr.
Ford dellvered elght per cent of his
220 dellveries that year with the use
of mid-f A

Dr. Valerie Kumsr, the only other
obstetriclan at Georgetown hospital,
used mid-forceps four per cent of the
time that year, she gald.
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ge Revukingl Jonly his

Decision on appeal -
by mid-February

A decision on Dr, Ford’'s appeal of his revoked privileges will likely be

A spokesman for the Ootario Hospital Appe
members will have to draft 2 declslon and hold & meeting to discuss it and

ais Board can toke up to three months {0 make It decislon but
Board Chairman Thomas Wood [Inishes hls three year term on the board

A decislon EI'II be expected before Mr. Wood (Mnishes hla term, the

The appeals board can grant restricte privileges to Dr. Ford at the
hoepital, or it ean grant full privileges. The olher option
Is o comply with the Georgetown hospltal board's declsion of April 7, 1887
gnd completely revoke Lhe gynecologist and obsietriclan’s prr

Should the latter decision be made, Dr. Ford can still apply for

Caesarian section.

He also pointed to a case in which
a woman was discharged four times
with premature ruptured mem-
branes. Dr. Ford sald the woman
had a social situation which required
her at home, “Dr. Ford had no pro-
blem bringin
here. We didn't hear {rom this

woman,' sald Mr. Liswood. He was
lo about 20 nurses who &t-

referrin
tended Lhe hearings daily.

He rebuffed any
Dr, Fmdbegivmnnhancumenm
his privileges at the hospl
retralning or selting guidelines,
“"Guidelines don't work with Dr.
Ford. Medical staff rules don't work.
Malters brought
don't work

““‘What's the polnt of talking to Dr.
Ford?" he gald.

privilcges to
deliver babtes with the use of a mid-
forceps procedure would be impossi-
I:I]Elupallne said Mr. Liswood,

sight there's no doubt that (inserting
catheters) was the best way lo go
about 1t," aaid Dr. Ford in earller

testimony.

Asked b ! lawyer Joshus
Ummud i Dlm?n'nm nuggutui L~
operallon
“I do not recall

ing catheters during the
Dr. Ford replied:
ever having this discussion with Dr.
Trant,"”

Dr. Trant testlfied he was worried
about getting close to the ureters bul

_he was only there o asslst in the

was concerned we
close to the ureters, [
said something to thol effect. I
thought we must be in daengerous

“operation, 'l
were getti

territory," said Dr. Trant.

:ii Board aald the board

open 1o the Board
vileges at

He said Dr. Ford initlated *no
specinl effort to identify he ureters
\before they were cul."’

In another case, Dr. Ford admit.

ted a patient referred to him by Dr.

Trant lo the hespital for a Caesarian
section because the baby was In a
breech position (coming down the

birth canal feet first), |

Dr. ‘Trant said he visited the
woman (n the hospital and he then
he thought the

told Dr. Ford that

_ Dr, Drew Allin, an expert

mid-lorceps,

Dr. Ford used mid-forceps in eight
per cent of the dellveries in 1985-96

~and in 8.7 cent of the deliveries In
B6-87, snld Ms. Merrick,

Dr. Fnrd who had earlier testified
that refers using local
mmalhcuc nstead of more intense
freezing commonly used called an

Epidural Block or a Pudendal Block,

used local anacsthetic in 865 per
deliveries
while all other doctors in the hospltal
used a local in only 19.6 per cent of
lhelr mid-forceps dellveries, said

cent of the mid-forceps
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his entouroge down

suggestion that
tal through

tc his sttention

witness

for the hospilal, earlier testified that
five per cent is about normal usa of

Executive Director Mark Rochon
sald 1t would be extremely difficult
to police Dr. Ford and the only other
wOﬁllt and obsletriclan, Dr.

alerle Kumar, would likely refuse

the task of attempting to monitor Dr.

Ford,
i{e also defended the hospital's ac-
tions in revoking Dr. Ford's

eges.

He s6ld Mr, MacKenzie “falled to
differentiale’ between notlee of con-
cern (which he said was given lo Dr.
Ford) and notice of steps to revoke

privileges (which Mr. MacKenzie
mid was never given).

Mr. Liswood challenged the Board
to look back on all the decisions
made zince its Inception in 1973 and

“find 3 case where the hoapital has

come before Lhe Board with such a
littany of contact (belween the.
hospital and the doctor under in-
vestigation).*

Mr. MacKenzie attempted.
discredit the hospltal's case by ques-
tioning the chart review process as a

baby was not in a breech position but
was qulte normal.

The woman had a Caesarlan sec-
tion and the baby was found lo be in
a normal position, sald Dr. Trant,
“There was no indlcation at all for

performing o Caesarlan section,”
gald Dr. Trant.

He maid he modlfied hls referral

procedures to Dr. Ford after Lhat In-
cident.

But Dr. Trant testified about two
other concerns he had about Dr,
Ford's practice. In some cases he
found Dr, Ford used dilatage and
curetlage (D and C} operatlons for

treatment of <ramps and bleeding
involving IUDs {Inte-r Uterine
Devices).

“Family physlcians remove IUDs
often. It's a very nimPI rocedure
tulé:h it in the doclor's office,” he
5

“1 could never understand why he

could treat the patients the way he
did {(with sur ir: 1 removal of
IUD=s)," sald Dr. L.

In ?Hng:; cn:; Dr. Ford im-
nﬁ:n'.r ormed a pap smear (g
rin a Jesfon fw
lead to cﬂn:tr}*uuidﬂr ‘Trant.

“1 wasn't very happy sbout the
treatment of that sltuation.”

The Board then heard testimony
from Dr. Paul Zeni, who fogether
with hls wife Debble, run an
obstetrical practicein etown,

Dr. Zen] wos the anaesthetist for
Dr., Fard In the delivery room for
many of his deliveries.

He outlined a number of his con-
cerns wilh Dr.. Ford's practice [or
the hearing, mosl of which repested
other doctors’ complaints about his
praclice,

Dr. Zenl said he saw @ lot of un-
necessary D and -C
younig women, *‘I didn't think (the D
and C operations} were necessary,”
hesald,

He said he or his wife saw many
instances of [UDs reinseried In
surgical procedures. "I do that In
my office. I've never had lo take out
an 1IUD surgically,"" he said.

He specifically clted a patient In

Expert concerned with procedures

Ms. Merrick.

Other doctors used a Pudendal
Block in 50 per cent of thelr mid-
forceps deliveries am:l an Epidural
Block in just over 30 per cent of the
cases, sald Ms, Merrick, Dr. Furd

lhcm in 2.1 r:nnt and 1i.

l:enl of his mi deli
tively shuald
Esl:lnnﬂ.l; hospital I[awyer

Joshup Lisw Dr. Ewaschuck
gaid he studled 30 of Dr. Ford's pa-

tient charts with hospital Execulive

Director Mark Hochon and Medical
Advisory Commiliee Chicef of Staff
Boyd Hoddinoit in Neovember of lpst

year,
Con’t.onPage A3

Smnkad
LOIN CHOPS

Omstead
ONION RINGS

hir:hcan

operations” on -

means of Investigation,

“There are many things that you
cannot tell about a doctor and his
care from charts elone," he said.
e iy

ven at the
the hearings In October and asked
them to keep it in mind when coming
n E“;fhf‘;‘f.‘““mwn"“‘“
sev
cluding Dr, Leonard who sal
_on l'.hn Medical Advisory lt.uu
knew the dﬁmlu
;ﬁnhat Dr Fard, ll.lpported him and

actl
doctors didn't come here

to tell you lies," he sald,

“He {Dr Ford) has qualities

which patients {requently say doc-
:Ifm are lacking,” sald Mr. MacKen-
e,
Most of the nuoses at (he hospital

say Dr. Ford is "conscientiots, ac-

cesaible, caring, decisive and treats
ou with respect,” sald Mr.

entie, ;
He called Dr. Ford a “credit to the

MD testifies losing conﬁdence in Ford

Hwembcr of 1987 - after Dr. Ford
lost his privileges at the hospital - in
which 8 woman suffered a mptured

cyst.
The woman had a t on her
ovaries and Dr. Ford “allowed it to

go on for several montha," said Dr.
Zeni.

Dr. Zeni conducted an ultrasound
test which showed the cyst to have
grown (o eight or nine centimetres,
Dr. Zenl referred the woman to
another obstetrician who said
surgery was nheeded immediately.
But the woman decided to heed Dr.
Ford's advice and mot have the

Eﬂ.‘ retumed to another obstetri-
cian later who pzrl‘urmnd emergen-
cy mrgmr on the cyst - which n:p-

LEARN TU DRIVE THIS WINTER-"

hﬁiml llﬂmmmunlt}r at large."’
recalled testim of
ret Bul relli whe sald Dr,
acted "'above the call of duty"

in dellverin hﬂrhiby
Hﬂ ui the Board not to welgh
the cass In which Dr. Ford
H.'l oul of court tn a malpractice

‘mit for $10,000 because most of that

pa t wan for lega) (ees,

¢ sald Dr. Ford altered his prac-
tice once he wes given tha mtinimm
nfhllwnrl:mﬂhahurilﬂnimtrain
to update his knowledge
i Hea ch;lltlnd l'.hn

or not giving Dr. F l. llir
poriunily to ﬂﬁ
pﬂviIeguwmrﬂnhud

Mr. MncKenile sald the Board
should “remedy the injustice done Lo
Dr. Ford."

Asked by Board Chnirm:n
Thomas Wood sbout thelr duty to
mmﬂ the public Interest Mr.

cKenzie lied: ""We have Lo
weigh that. You can weigh it by
(restoring) restricted privileges,'
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for tha objection and all relavant facts.

1088. ‘

Ad.BLE

In the matter of the Ontardo Herltage Act R.S.0. 1980, Chaptler 337;

And in the maftter of the lands and premises at the following locatlon In tho Town
of Halton Hills in the Reglonal Municipality of Halton,

NOTICE OF INTENTION TO DESIGNATE

TAKE NOTIGE that the Council of the Corporation of tha Town of Halton Hifls In-
tends to dnal-gnata the "¥Willlama Mil" and tho “Georgetown Electric Light Com-
located at 515 Main Streol, Glen Wiliama, as buildings
being of architectural and hiutnﬂc Interaat under Part [V of the Ontarlo Haritage

877-5185

The etructure is of haavy timber mnn!rul:.ﬂﬂn with mortice and tenon framing.
The foundation wella are coursed rubble with the timber framing having a clap-
board cladding. The windows are B over 8 doubla hung.

The bullding Is one of the oldest remalning mills in Glan Williams. It was the aite
of Bensjah Willam's origina! saw m#l erected in 1828 and has been In con-

Hnuous use as a saw mill, hoslery, and apple procasalng factory,

“+GEORGETOWN ELECTRIC LIGHT COMPANY POWER PLANT"'
This sione atructure s bullt with large five feet by eight feal casomont windows
employing a single plece stone lantels and slils, and remains exat of a slone

coal shuttie and of an iron ponstock pipe and receway.

Tho buliding was the site o1 the Wiklams flour mill. The present bullding waa con-
structad as an electric power ganarating plant, and was the fint local building
constructed specifically for the purpose of ganerating electricity for sale 1o the

Any person may, within 30 days of the first publication of this nolice, send by
roglatered mall or deliver fo the Deputy Clork of the Town of Halton Hills, notice
of his of her objection to Ihe proposed designation, h:-uulhnr with the roasona

it such a notice ia recelved. the Councll for tho Town ot : lalton Hilla shall refer
the matter lo the Conservation Review Board for a hoaring.

DATED AT THE TOWN OF HALTON HILLS THI3 20TH DAY GF JANUARY,

DELMAR H, FRENCH, AM.C.T.

DEPUTY CLERK,

TOWN OF HALYON HILLS,
P.0.BOX 1

HALTON HILLS (QEORGETOWN),

ONTARIO, LYGaT1
877-5185, Extenslon 238

AND CULTURAL CENTRE |
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