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- Qutlocls on Haltop Hills

At least 7 RNs support Dr. Ford says lawyer

Continued from page 2

*'[ want to be fair 1o everybidy - to
the patients,”” replicd Dr. Hoddineti,

Dr. Hoddinott said Dr. Ford gets
along well with patients ond other
doctors.

He also admitted that Dr. Ford
gencrally is an aceessible physicipn,

ar.  MacKenzie questioned e
Hoddinoti pbeut the opinians of Iir
Al Thompsen, former Chief of Suali.
[3r. Thompson has referred three pa-
tienls o week to Dr. Ford for eight
years, said Mr. MacKenzie,

Dr. Hoddinott cenceded that Dr.
Thempson is o well respected leader
of doclors tn Georgetown and that he
indicated “he'd never had any pro-
blems with Dr. Ford's pafients.””

Dr. Thompsen assisted Dr. Ford in
the delivery room many times, said
Mr. MacKenzie.

Mr. MacKenzie alse questioned
him abeut (he opinions of Dr.
Allister MacIntosh, [former Chiel of
Stafl of the MAC and now a coroner.

Dr. Maclntosh has referred five to
ten patients a month o Dr. Ford for
cight years and he has had no con-
cerns, sald Mr. MacKenzie.

Dr. Adrian Hobart, who frequently
assisted Dr. Ford In dellveries, said
Dr. Ford's surgical technique is the
“best of anyone in the prea,” said
Mr. MacKenzie.

He said a host of other doclors
“unrmnredl;f expressed confidence
in Dr. Ferd" in sworn affidavils, to
the hearing boar.

At least seven registered nurses
also submitted {heir support for Dr.
Ford, sajd Mr. MacKenzie.

Dr. Hoddinott conceded that Dr.
Ford is “affable’” and "popular with
the nursing staff."

He glso admitted he referred pa-
tients 1o Dr. Ford for certain pro-
cedures up until Iate 1986 aond
possibly right up until bis privileges
wire revoked.

Mr. MacKenzic poinied o a
“cease and desist” motion passed by
the MAC in Novermnber of 1986, That
motion, (o slop invesligating Dr.
Ford, passed with a 12-4 margin,
said Mr. MacKenzie.

Dr. Hoddinott said he ¢idn't vole
on the motien.

“¥ou must have reccognized you
were in a very distinct minerity,"”
said Mr. MacKenzie,

He said no matter which way that
vole went it was likely to “lear
haspital staff and nursing staff opart
and probnbly the community."’

Turning his attention to the April 7
meeting in which Dr. ‘Ford's
Eirivllcges were reveked, Mr.

acKenzie sald Dr. Ford was not in-
vited to that meeling, nor was he
told about It altheugh he was in the
bLospital at the time,

Dr. Hoddinott aiso conceded ihat
none of the doclors who supported
Dr. Ford had their opinlons made
known at the April 7 meeting.

Only Medical Stall  President
Cralg Brownlng gave evidence sup-
portlng Dr. Ford at the April 7
meetlng saying there was “general
su for Dr. Ford among the
medical staff,” said Dr. Hoddinott,

“Don't you think the members of
the board should have been fully in-
formed on April 77" Mr. MacKenzie
asked.

“I think they were.” replied Dr.
Hoddinot.
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Dr. Hoddinott also said although
Dr. Robert Gall conducted his report
of Dr. Ford in January of 1935, Dr.
Ford dign’t see the report until o
year loler.

About Dr. Kurdyuk's repert Mr.
MocKenzie asked, “didn't Dr. Kur-
dynk look at 20 D and C cases and
Biry lhr.-{ wire all Justtfied?"”

ur. Heddinott ackonwledged that
1he repert sald that.

Dr. Kurdyak's repart  generally
wenl along with Dr. Ford's proctices
and only questioned o few cases, Mr.
MacKenzie indicated.

Among the preas stodied in Dr.
Kurdyok's report were hysicrec-
lomles on women under 15 years of
age, slress  inconfenence  repairs,
fUD exchanges, D and C operations
wilh certaln sterilization techniques,

Mr. MacKenzie said in 19 of 21
hysterectamy cases examined, Dr.

urdyak ‘‘appeared to support ihe
procedure, in four of flve cases of
slress Inconienence he had sufficient
documentation [for the procedures,
and that his D and C procedures
were *'not out of line.""

All of the cases were [or “in
patients’ at the hospitat.

Mr. MacKenzic also 3nid  the
numbers involving the ‘'out-
pallents” were also generally not
questioned by Dr. Kurdyak.

Mr. MacKenzie msald Dr. Gall's
report  acknowledges  patients at
(Georgetown hosplinl are younger
than at other hespitals and therefore
more families of child-rearing age
might be responsible for more D and
C eperations.

Dr. Hoddinotl also admitlted he
wanted o loke over preparing the
minutes for some MAC meelings
because the secretary was prone 1o
"editorintizing" in  hixs prepared
minutes.

About Dr. Hoddinott’s meeling
with the College of Physiclans nnd
Surgeons Mr. MacKenzie asked
“"why net have someope mare
{avorably disposed 1lowards (Dr,
Ford's) praclice at the ...meeting.”

Dr. Hoddinoit replied; "There was

no concern cxpressed aboul my lack
ol faverableness (owards Dr. Ford.™

He also suid Dr. Kurdyak's report
was seen o5 “soft” by the Cellege
und not Jikely ta help t;m MAC come
\o n decision,

Dr. Hoddinott alse admitted Lhe
new tules prepared by the MAC
which Iir. Ford felt were nimed at
him were never formally approved.

Under questioning fram Mr.
MacKenzie, Dr. Hoddinott revealed
that lhere was resentment among
doclors at the Georgelown Medical
Centre towards Dr. Ford because of
his policy of accepting ticnts
without referrals, In 1982, Dr. Elliott
Halparin had written a letter to Dr.
Ford complaining about that prac-
tice snylng he waes tﬂk[nf “bread
and bulter'' from the famlily physi.

cions’ tables,

Criticism [rom  Georgetown
Medical Cenlre members Dr.
Donald Trant, Dr. Alex Furness and
Dr. Debhie Zeni were levelled at Dr,
Ford, said Dr. Hoddinott who Is also
a member of the medical centre,

Dr. Hoddinoil =aid there waos
“probably some resentment” from
the Georgetown Medical Centre
members towards Dr. Ford.

While Dr. Ford's ecological
proctice was critictzed much
earlier, Dr. Hoddinott admitted the
first criticlsm of Dr. Ford's
obstetrical practice .apart [rom
cases of premalure ruptured mem-
branes, came In January 1967.

Dr. Hoddinott also testified that
Dr. Humar was *pgetting static”
about the Dr. Ford controversy and

- that *“'she felt she was loaing pa-

tients” because of it

He said he took *“considetuble per.
soria]l abuse repeatedly nt medical
stafl meetings" because he wouldn't
discuss cases he'd investigated in
Dr. Ford's practice,

“To this doy most physicians
know rmthlns about the investiga-
tions,"" he said. ’

He said a Milton obstelrician, Dr.
Florance Jacksan, is now providing
reliel services for Dr. Kumar at the
Georgelown hospital.
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