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Halton Hills

Their Outloo

The poll shows...

BB
Stewart Mack.cod

We've known all aleng that the
[ederal governmeni is obsessed with
opinion polls, bul who would have
thought il would reach these
ludicrous proportions.

Here we have it. In 1997 alone, the
Mulreney government commission-
od 319 different polls, And over the
fast four years, this government and
its Llberal predecessor, commis-
sioned no fewer than 799,

That should provide aur
legislators with a preity good idea of
how we are thinking on  vatious
[ssues, o+

And, incidentally, these polls do
nol include those regular ones on "if
an election were held today, how
would you wvole?” The govermnment
lets newspapers pay for these mon-
thly updntes.

We don't know all the subjects
covered by the polls, bul informntion
obtained under the Access to In-
fermation Acl indicales that the
results don't come cheap. While
over-all prices were not revealed, it
was disclosed that just 61 of the
surveys cost nearly $5 million,

Since that works out at an average
of some $80,000 cach, we can guess
that the 799 pells over the last four
years cost us in the neighborhoed of
$G65 million.

ENFOUMATION USED

It's little wonder that polistiers
represent one of the fastest growing
industrie in the country. And {rom
the limited information available on
the federally funded polls, we can
assume that few major governmoent
initiatives are undertnken  without
first surveying public opinion.

[t's kpown, for instance, that the
pgovernment’s white paper on
defence was preceded by nn opinion
poll to  explore the public's
awareness. understanding  and

Two’s aCrowd

overdone

pereeptions  of
Natianal
issues, " :

Similarly, an opinion poll on im-
migration preceded  the  govern-
ment's recall of Parlisment  last
summer 1o deal with the Hefupee
bill. There was an extensive SUrvey
on child care before Health Minister
Joke Epp announced the new day-
CATT PrORTaN.,

the Department  of
Defence  and  defence

‘We've been surveyed on domestic
air safely, on our atlitudes {oword
Jopanese jnvestment in  Canada
Ard since polls are now pouring inlo
locked povernment filing cabinels al
the rate of six o week, we can
assume that few subjects are lefi un.
touched.

We can also assume that many of
the polls represent a  waste of
money. Wou it really worth deler-
mining our reaction to the Canadian
Meat Month program? ,

Another poll lested American ol-
titudes “towards Coanada as 5 viable
vacation destination. "

{WVER UsED

It's not easy for the gverape Cano.
dian 1o leam the resulls of these
polls, since they are jntended for in-
temal use - or, as one sel of
guidelines says. to help government
“provide leadership. '

But there can be little doubt that
polling 45 overdone. One  senior
federal official said it's nol unusan!
for polls to be conducled before
respendents  know  anything  abeul
the issue being surveyed. fle pointed
lo assorted surveys on [ree-trade,
canducted before the final text of the
Canada-United Slates agreement
was rejeased.

“We've gene nuls with pells.” said
ihe officizl. And there is virtually no
control over how many surveys are
commilssioned.

“if a department says it wants a
poll on, say, public atlitudes toward
Canada Savings Bonds, then the
departmen! responsible for commis-
sioning polls - Supply and Services -
automatically goes ahead gnd
orders such a poll,”*

By BILL BUTTLE

THAT WAB CUTE /..., BY 1215, YOU'D EWOKEN ALL

YOUR OWN RESOLUTIONS,

. .ON. EVERYBODY GLSES !/

AND WERE WORKWING
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Berry's World

"Why is it ALWAYS little boy babies that rep-
resant the New Year — and NEVER little GIRL
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L1087 by NEA 1im

It’s rice-erroneo

[armers are cxpanding from lake
rice inlo paddy ?rmiuﬂlnn.

[ YOllr
Business

: By
FTIMANNEBMALEY
Husiness Analyst

Wild rice, a quintessential nor-
therm  crop. has flown south 'to
California, As the market for wild
ricc grows, lake producers in nor
lhwestern  Onlario, Manitoba and
Saskatchewan are facing stiff com-
elition frem southern paddy
armers,. Canada is Lhe |oser,

Rice prices are falling so fast it
hardly makes sense to geow it the
old way, organically tn northern
tnkes, In Soskatchewan, wild rice
producers will be lucky to com $1 a
pound Jor their crop this year, o
lhir;! of what it was a few ycars
hack.

Hice-caters will greet this news
with mixed emotions, Wild Adce is an
idea) dinner Bift, particularly for so-
meone who 18 fond of game birds,
like duck or partridge. But it's not
something you pick up on the way
home teserve with chili.

If current prices make wild rice
impractical o grow, they atso make
it impractical to eal. In the food
depariment of Slmpsons, Manlicba
lake rice, which is really a grass
seed, is sclling for $18 a pound or
more, depending on the brand,

PRICEY RICE

The cloth bags wlth their drowstr-
Ings and northerm names - Indian
Head, Game Bird make the
organically grown rice popular with
the health food set. The distinctive
Canadian flavor of the packaging
may #lso make the rice popular in
Eurepe. Al least that's what some
Saskatchewan  producers are  hop-
ing.

Sensing  that * they must maove
fjuickly o stay on lop of the Califor.

-nia  -product. - Saskalchewdn- -« riee

Even 0, Californiens are leaving
northerness in the dust. The entire
Canadian crop adds up te about
three million nds, according to
the Finunriurﬂul‘nst. Californin
harvesied more than 24
pounds last year,

million

The continued success of the Capa-
dian industry depends on  skilliyl
markeling. Gourmet shops and
health fond stares in Europe would
likely prefer the lnke-grown Cana-
dian product if they knew the dif-
ference. For one thing, the Canadian
grain is larger than the fast-growing
California crop.

Unfortunately, the same qualitics
ihat mopke the Conadian rice
superior also limit the quantity that
can be organicaily grown.

LOTUS-LAND WINS
That's why wild rice from Califor-
nia may scon force the larger Cana-
dian growers ou! of business. Faced
with shetling out $16 o pound, most
consumers will choase a cheaper
product even if it comes from 2 com-
merceial rice paddy th Lotus-land.
Onc obvirus question is what hap
to the rice from the time it
caves the farmer to the time it hits
store shelves to take It from $t 1o $15
n pound? The groin is threshed and
Fackngcd it smuall, gift-sized bops. It
3 shipped o the stores, which add on
their mark-up.

Canadian lake producers waont to
siep up their markeling efforts so
they can stay in business. They're
hoping to sell to health food stores in
Europe and Japan.

(vlven the prices they are charg-
ing, this is o good idca. Feuplerrn
strong-currency  countries syck  o%
Jnrun, Wesl  Germany  and
Swilzerland may be the only ones
who can afferd to eat northern wild
fdce. Canadians will have to huyy
from California.. :
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Ry
BIIAN Macl.E4M)

Sharing
the spirit

I look forward to ihe Olympic
games tvery four yecars as much ns
the nex( person.

The Olympics'  ability 10 brng
\ogether athlelcs from all cver the
world compeling in unique events
like bobsleding and the binthlon ia

‘fascinating.

Bul when the hype about the Name
first started with the “share the
flame’’ advertisements on television
I was skeplical. 1 thought it was just
another neat publicily ploy by Pelro-
Cannda.

| didn't bother to enter the contest
even aner,

Obviously, I blew it.

I Joined Herald Sports Editor Mike
Turner on a trip up lo Orangeville
Jan. 6 to help caplure piclures of Lwo
Georgetown  residents, Tommy
Dembie and Janie Reid, carry the
flame for a kilometre each.

When I first saw the flashing lights
af the OFPP cars leading the two vans
aleng Highwoay 9, it” was the [irst
time the spirit of the Name, and the
htcompanying nationalism it br.
ings, had hit me,

I instantly wished I'd been given a
chance to run with the flame.

it had to be n proud moment for
young Tommy and Janie as they
donned the special Olympic Flame
irnck sults they were given by Petro-
Canada to carry the flame. Only the
7.000 or so people who carry Lhe
Name will have the suits,

Proud but freezing.

But even  the
temperatures couldnt dam
spirits af those who carried ¢
and lined the rouie,

There weren't thousands of I
cheering at the primarily rura! point
at which they carried the flame. But
there were plenty of people smiling,
waving, watching and wishing it was:
themn who was cartyving the torch,

When Tommy ran by me he was
being helped a bit by his running
escort as the flame must have potten
a bit heavy at the end of his run,

The flame ilself is not the huge
burning light 1 had envisioned. It's
actually not that big. Bul its spirit,
and what il represents, is very, very
im'EII'EE-Eh'E.

Everyone who watched the flame
go by had a smile on their face. Even
in the freczing weather.

Petro-Canpdn  should be con-
gratulated for what they've done.
They've laken the run pas! a publici-
ty stunt and brought it ta ihe hearts
and minds of Canadians.

In futlure years all those who car-
ricd the Mame will look hack on the
1988 Olympics in Calgary with o
special feeling.

They were a part of the Olympics.

There's no doubt abou! it, people
who didn't enter the contest to carry
the flame are now saying to
lhemselves, 1 should have ™

chilling
n the

terch

Poet’s Corner

Dturnally
[ return
to this spol
ns
a bump
on a near spent lire
noe idea
whal cycles
are all aboul
bul sure
I'tl be
nround
- -forawhlle. - ..
slarlowe C, Dickson




