An Intemational selection of festive foods from Marks and
from speclalty cakes o sinfully deliclous sweats
and natural Ingredients. Perfect for glfts and

includes sverything
— afl mmm'
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Talk about unique Christmas gifts!

How would you like to find Tom Selleck
or Morgan Fairchild under your Christimas
tree this year? Or how about Prie Rose,
Ronald Reagan, Thomas Edison or even
Mother Theresa? Well, they really can he
yours!

Now, we're not tafking about the people
themselves . . . we're talking abaut their
autographs. Autographs of famous peaple
are hot gift idcas for Christmas, 1987, In
addition 1o being dazzlingly different,
genuine autographs of the famous can be
surprisingly inexpensive.

“Authentically sutographed phoios of
hundreds of famous people cun be bought
for under $20," says autograph dealer and
expert Paul Hartunian of Montclair, New
Ierscy.

" Autographed photos of most of to-
day's TV, movic and sparts stars are avail-
able for just a few dallars, Of course, there
are mare expensive items as well, A

signed photo of Ronald Reagan would cost
up to $350: onc of Thomas Edison would

cost $695. Mother Teresa avtographed

photos sell for about £05.00.7

An attractive bonus about putographs is
their investment vialue. Quality sutographs
can rise in vialue . . . sometimes quite dra-
matically. *"The autographs of John
Wayne. Elvis Presley. John Lennon,
Christa McAulif(c and Jomes Cagney
have taken tremendous jumps in value.”

So, for a Christmas gifi not soon 10 be
forgotten, an sutogreph of a favorite celeb-
rity will do the trick! ;

Christmas shoppers should ask
about store refund policy

(NC)—The alter-Christmas ex-
change joust is just about tw happen,

Nearly everyone has to take some
piece of wecaring apparel or some
other piflt back to the store after
Christmas because it doesn’t suil or
fit, or you got two of the same thing,
such as a best-selling book, for cxam-
ple. There are a myriad of other ex-
cuses, limited only by a lack of imagi-
nation with some people, as far as
store owners and opcrators are
concemed.

All of which can lead 1o some mis-
understandings and unpleasantries in
the post-festive scason as people at-
temnpt to retum the non-retumables,
or didn't realize the store policy before
they bought the item in the first place.

To help avoid these events, it's im-
portant 10 understand that, contrary
to popular belief, merchants are not
obligated to take back goods. Most
responsible merchants do so, how-
ever, because it's good business 10 try
and keep salisfied customers.

ft*s 2 good idea, nevertheless, toask
if the item you have purchased can be
retuened aler Christmas since youare
buying it as a gift. Many merchants
will now stamp a bill indicating they
will accept its return within a certain
time frame after Chnstinas. If,-how-
ever, the item is a bathing suit or un-
dergarment of some kind, the store
may indicate that it is non-retumable,
Also, of course, it may decide that
clearance items, at greatly marked-
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down prices, arc non-refundable
items. If the tag doesn’t say so, we
suggest you ask before assuming that
il can be reiumed.

It's important, oo, to distingutsh
whether the store will offera refund or
an exchange. Many stores have an ex-
change policy only, so make sure the
store will hive suitable aliernatives to
the item you purchase.

Then, of course, there's the ques-
tion of having the sales slip and other
tags that go with the merchandise. 1f
you have brought a git for someone
and are not sure of the size, make sure
you retain the slip and tags apd pro-
vide them when the ilem is retumed o
the store. Many a hassle can be
avoided by doing so.

Also, if you buy a packaged item
such os a record and open it, chances
are you won't be able 1o retum it
There are any number of other items
the store owper may consider in this
category, so ask before buying. This
will do much to emove the problems
that can occur, particularly during the
Christmas rush peniod.

Storc owners can help, oo, by
clearty indicating their policy inadsor
on a display card on the premises.
They can also make surc the stafl un-

"derstands the policics and are ina po-
silion 10 cleatly explain such policics
to a potential buyer and handle re-
lums of retum inguirics made tn per-
son or by telephone in a fair and diplo-
matic manner. Don‘t overlook the
telephone inquiry, by the way: many
mercharits say they get more calls than
normal after Chnsimas from people
who have looked up the store in the
Yellow Pages in order Lo check on the
refund or exchange policy of that par-
ticular store.

Taking (hese steps can make the
post-Christmas shopping period a
pleasant expenence for both the custo-
mer and the merchant, so this year
may if be happy Chnistmas shopping
for ali!

Merry Chrisfmas!

and Happy New Year!

Thanks to all our customers
for their patronage.

From Andrew & OIIie
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Stuff for holiday stockings

By the Editors
of Consumer Reports

As shopping time growa short, com-
ing up with creative gift ideas can
strain even the most imaginative
mind. Some suggestions {rom the edl-
tors of Consumer Reports and Con-

sumer Reports Travel Letter might

spark 1?;-0“ creativity a bit.
o Traditionally, chococlate bars

make excellent stocking-stuffers. And
g;ppﬂr. a E&ﬂt chocolate bar needn't

expensive.

The most Intense flavor, prized by
connoizseurs, is found in dark choco-
late. Consumer Reports’ sensory con-
saltant top-rated the Imported Cailler
Cremant. And, at a dollar a bar, or 23
cents an ounce, it was among the
cheapest. Also highly rated but more
expensive are the Sarotti Halb Bitter,
Sarotti Extra Ritter and the Lindt
Swias Dark, ail imports. o

Of the milk chocolate bars, the do-
mestic Ghirardelli is top-rated. It cost
35 centa an cunce. But Cadbury's
Dairy and Caliler Gala Peter, at
about 25 to 29 cenis an ounce, rated
pearly as high.

e An Inflatable neck pillow might

be the perfect present for the traveler
on your list who's planning & long
flight. Some )i.ullluws fit around your
neck like a collar. Others wedge in on
one side of the neck. The plllows sell
for about $10 at travel-gear shops,
and drug and department stores.

» For anyone who doesn't already
have ene, a pocketkniie with lots of
gadgets can be a very practical gift. If
the knife Is for a traveler, include a
reminder to pack It in the checked
baggage, not the carry-on, so it can
clear security.

» A nice stocking-stulfer mightbe a.

tire-pressure gauge. And the price Is
trivial compared to what It can save
in tlre-replacement costs. Dial mod-
els are easier to read, but are more
fragile than pencl! models.
Consumer Reports’ engineera rec-
ommend Lhree of each type. Among
actl models, the Napa 90378, $6.60,
yracuse 910C, $3.89; and Syracuse
980C, $4.25, got good marks for accu-
racy, convenience and reliabllity.
Among dial gauges, the Brookstone
WO4136, $15, should get your first
look. It's convenient to use and very
easy to read. It's also more expensive
than the pencil types and more {rog-

The Christmas Tree: make it

a safe one

(NC)—1It's December and Chnistmas
is coming. It's Inst minute shopping
and party time and excitement for the
children. It is also the time when
tregedy strikes too often because of
overused clectrical outlets, inapprop-
fatc tree decorations and other ha-
zards thal only occur this lestive
season.,

That's because it's the one time of
the year when there are a numbee of
unfamitiar elements in our homes. A
tree in the house, for instance. We ad-
just the furiture to accommeodate it
and decide it would look’ nice beside
the fireplace. It does, but 1t also in-
creases the chance of a fire if we are
not careful about keeping the fire
screen closed or taking precautions
when we must open it to light the fire-
place or refuel 1t

One of those precautions is 1o keep
the tree as moist as possible by adding
waler to the receptacle holding it atits
base as often as necessary. If you have
one of those tiny rcceptacles that
barely holds the trunk of the tree itself,
think aboul replacing it for one that
makes it possible to hold waler in it.
And check the water level daily. A dry
tree not only drops its needles need-
lessly; it calches fire casily.

Now ebout the tree lighting. Make
sure the lights you usc arc the nghi
wattnge and/or voltage. All light
string packages contain this informa-
tion. Check old light stongs to make
sure there are no bare spots. Don't
plug in the cord and then add the
lights; do it the other way around, so
as to avoid any possihility of getting a
shock. When a light bumns out, replace
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it as soon as possible because the other
lights may burn at a greatcr
lemperiure.

By the way, if you're using a metal
tree, don't stnng lights on it A leak
from Taulty lights or wiring could
ctuse a shock 10 anyone coming in
contact witls 1. Use flocdlightsinsicad
1o create o colorful effect.

If you plug in the tree, and the fuse
blaws, it means you've overloaded the
system. Check the fine box carefully.
Don’t put in a W-amp fuse to replace
a 15-amp: this too can cause the wir-
ing to overheat.

Another common problem, accond-
ing to the Fire Marhatl's office, is
pulting oo many extension.plugs into
a single ar double wall outlet dunng
the Christmas scason. Check and
make sure you are not making this
mistake bocause doing so could be
disastrons.

Finally, make sure the wall plugs
themselves don't overheat. If you find
the wall plug heating up. or the plug
fits loosely when plugged inm, it's an
indication that the wall receptacie con-
tacts are wom and should be replaced.
This, too, is a potential fire harard and
urtless you're a knowledgeable handy-
maan, we suggest you look in the Yel-
tow Pages under “electricians™ to re-
place the defective unit and avoid the
chances of 2 tragedy happening at
your home this Chnstmas season.

When all is said and

done, if’s customers

like you jﬁha make us

proud to he of service.

We hope you have the .4 g
best holiday ever! |
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{le. T'wo other dial gauges — the Mil-

" ton S802, §13, and the Melser Accu-

Gauge SS60, $18.40 — would also
serve.

. ider the following for the
travelers on your Iist:

For the forgetful: iwoor three inex-
pensive fold-up umbreilas.

For reading the finé print on mapa
and in guldebooks: a magnllfying lens
the aize of a credit card.

For someone who sleeps light: ear-
plugs and a sleeping mask. .

For insomniace: a tiny, collapsible,
battery-powered reading light.

i For the photographer: the "right”
im.

D ares o shacapce, (ontinta
sampie of shampoo,
and the like — plus tissve packets and
individual moist towelettes.

For the travellng child: crayonsina
sealable bag and lots of paper, simple
puzzles and books about ¢
destination,

For the cautious traveler: a com-
Eacl;‘ p;snlig,ht such as the Streamlight

. $11.

For a snack on the plane: an assort-
ment of favorite portable food —
crackers, dried fruit, granola bars.

-~ i
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Peace and joy
for Christmas

shoppers

{(NCy—Holiday shopping: can lurn
the peace and goodwill of the scason
into & jungle of frustrations. We stalk
endiessly from store 1o store sarching
for that perfect little something and
battlke through & herd of stampeding
sh , only to reach an endless
tiail of checkout lincs.

Thankfully, the British have man-
aged to tame gift giving and make
Christmas shopping a breeze. U.K.-
based Marks and Spencer, one of the
world's largest and most respected re-
tailers with 78 stores across Canada,
offers harried shoppers e unique schec-
tion of high quality gifts ranging from
the traditiona! 1o the whimsical.

Big. bulky sweaters for men are al-
ways classic. This season rich shades
of indigo and turquoise brighten
sweaters and co-ordinate with pantsin
classic wool flannel and European
corduroy. Men's accessories include
leather gloves, luxurions lambswool
scarves, beautifully boxed socks and
hankies, and exquititely patterned silk
tie and pull duos.

For her, animal textured sating kend
cxotic appeal to lingerie. Soft and sexy
camisoles, slips and nightwear carcss
the body in pastel peach, pink and
aqua; chemise and wrap ensembles
shine in jewel tones of jade and sap-
phire, Inspired by romantic eras ofthe
past, [ragrant toiletries and perfumed
stationery add a feminine, affordable
rouch to gift givina.

For the gounmets on your list —
imparied champagne truffles, rich all-
butter shortbread and delicate mara-
pan fruit are just 2 few of the tantaliz-
ing treats to be found in the Mariks
and Spencer Foodcentre.

Microwave-easy

ffee cakes

The appetizing aroma of frashly
baked bread says welcome in every
language. Unfortunately, today’s
hectic lifestyles cause this
aroms to be absent in many homes.

Serve the cakes tor acssert, 85 8
snack afier outdoor sports, or keep
the ingredients on hand to prepare a
delicious treat for unexpected guests.

Microwave Orange Almond
Biscuit Ring
% cup lightly packed brown sugar
2 1sp grated orange peel
3 thsp orange juice
3 thsp butter or margarine
¥ cup sliced almonds
! can (227 g) Pitlsbury Refrigerated
Buttermilk or Sweetmilk Biscuils
Combine brown sugar, Orange
peel and orange juice in a9-inch glass
pic plate. butter. Cook at HIGH
power (J00%) for I to 1 % minutesor
until butter is melted., Stir until well
blenaea. Sprinkle with aimonds.
Place a glass or custard cup incen-
ter of pic plate. Separate biscuit
dough into 10 picces. Arrange bis-
cuits in a circle, with sides overlap-
ping, over mixture inpie plate. Cover

witn paper towel. Cook at HIGH
power (100%) for 3 to 4 munutes or
until biscuits are no longer doughy,
roteting pan % turn hatfway through
cooking time.

Remaove paper towel and glass;
immediately invert ring onto serving
platter. Serve warm. Makes 8 10 10
servings.

, Microwave Nutty Caramel
Coffee Ring
% cup brown sugar
1 tsp cornstarch
% Lsp cinnamon
2 Isp water
3 thsp butter or margarine

4 ed
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Buttermilk or Sweetmiik Biscuits
Combine brown sugar, cornstarch
and cinnamon in a 9-inch glass pic
late, With fork, blend in water; edd
gl.mcr. Cook at HIGH power (100%)
for 1 '4 to 2 minutes or until butter is

melted. Stir end sprinkle with nuts,
Plaec a glassor custard cup in ecri-
ter of pie plate. Separate biscuit
dough into 10 pieces. Arrange bis-
cuits in & circle, with sides overlap-
pin%l. over mixture in pie plate. Cover
with paper towel, Cook at HIGH

- power (K00%) for 3 % to4 minutesor

until biscuits are no longer doughy,
rotating pan % turn halfway through
cooking time.

Remove paper towel and glass;
immediately invert ring onto servin
platter. Serve warm. Makes 8 1o |
Servings.

®NUrsery tuMItule & aucessories e matemity fashions
e nfant wear *gifts *toys

211 Guelph St.

{Acroes from
Canadian Tira)

NORTHVIEW CENTRE
873-2448
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Oreetingsof the Season...

We value the friendships we've
built with customers like you.
Hope you all have a happy holiday!

. HOLIDAY HOURS: :
Daecember 23rd 9:00-0:00; December 24th 8:00-5:00
CLOSED December 25th to 27th
December 28th 8:00-8:00
CLOSED January 1st

‘Home

. Hardware

GEORGETOWN HOME HARDWARE

365 Guelph St. {*53A")

877-8277




