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Outlook

Their Cutloo

Jobs go begging
but welfare steady

" Your
Business

1133

Boisiness Analy st

Ambling aleng Bloor Strect on my
way to work. T was struck by the
number of jubs going begging.

“Secretary wanled.” the sipn in
the window of the real estate office
said. The [Lebanese restaurant & few
doors down wanled 5 waitress The
drug store newded clerks The pieza
house needed pizza makers, the sta
tlorery slore o bookkeepoer.

All  this  within  blocks of the
Unmiversity of ‘Toronin, its students
traditinnal supply of cheap labor.

People who own small businesses
are desperate for help The
unemployment rate in Toronln 15 a
remarkable 3.9 per ¢ent Statistical-
Iy spealung,  the oty s fully
l:m[lh:-yﬁt Across the province, the
jobless rate has sunk to a to-vear low
of 6 5 per coenl

Knowing thes, [ owas surprised Lo
Fead the uther dav thal the numbser
of people on welfare culls 15 nsing
The eeason, 1l seems, 15 that [mph=
from other provinees are flackung 1o
Ontarie 1o find wark The suwgne Thing
Rappetied to Alberta m the 19708

Torsnta m particular s o bit of o
masgened, o Mecea” one Povernment
efficial said Yot people who 1hink
Taranto s the pronnsed land are
usunlly disapponnten when they et
here  Jobs are plentiful bul salaries
are low. The mimmum wage of $.55
an bour woulidn’t get you o closet
this Lown

MOEE FIROM WELFARFE

Dy comparison, a famidy of four
can get about $15500 o year on
welfare. This number  combines
federnl and  provincial  subsidies,
and refleclts new rates coming into
effect Jan. 1. A person carning $4.55
an hour would bring home a paliry

[HANNE MALEY.

BH00 0 vyear

People  carmng  Lthe  ponunum
wage may qualify for ither benefits,
such  as heaith care But o two-
bedroom apartment i Torento custs
50 o munth or more - of vou con
find one  That's $10.200 & year
Cheaper, renl-controlled  wmts rarne
I¥ come on the market and people
watl thriwe vears or more (ar stb
sidized howsing

s, while  emplovers  fuss and
fumme, unable to find workers, the
welfare rolls swell The solulion, il
MU, 1% o oinerease Lhe mumimum
Wil G

This i pot & popular wlea When
Hephen Lewis, then the leader of the
Ontarie New  Democratie Jarty,
espoused 1L s party Tared poorly al
th+ polls. Small business  owners
bristle ot the thought Higher wiges
would force them out of business,
they sav.

Oppesilion parties  say Lhal
welfare subsidies are not generaps
rnouph Peopile are liviog an poverty
and  doespair . What  doees that  sav
about the momum wiage™ We g
mare the warking poor at our peril

As b slands, the Onlarie Govetn-
ment has adiddd more uan Shiw
midhion to #s wellare  budpet  thie
year  Part ol this miones will e o
help people find housing amd wark.
whiieh mav take lwa or three mone
ths

MNeweoiners uive o resources and
U bakes sothe lone te get g Jobl gt
takes  samee tnue oo pel sheiter,”
Sociel Sersvpees Minmister John
PACTY SiYs

TERUU LSO E

Mere  froablesame,  Mp Swecenoey
NMIvh, s Mt more wellare recipienis
these days are olider. mrstly mile,
heads of fomhies They are staving
an wellare longer, a vear or more 1n
SAMe 505 '

This does aot seem to indwate o
chrame prablem. Many of these peo.
ple are troiming far new jobs ar
waiting unlil they find work that
they can afford fa 1ake A single
WIHe earmer cannat suppert a foami-
Iy on the minimum waje

Berry's World
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“Oh. dear! So sorry, bt the times belng what

they  are we've
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There must be rules
to debate free trade

1 Don't know how woe should po
abwal this, bul were must be some
wiay e establish national debating
rules en free trade

They dan’t have to he complicated
regulations Tn fact, the adoption of
just one rule would hE]E enarmausly.
Thot one would prohibit any free
irode  debater [rom  imputing
motives in those arguing the op
posite position,

Things nre pgeiting entirely out of
hand in this respect. Scnrc-eﬂ- n day
goes by without someone crilicizing,
insulting or warning someone on the
apposite side of the free-trade {fence.
Just the other doy, Saskatchewan
Premier  Grant Devine  said  op-
panents af free teade were cownrds

And he certainly didn’t originate
thul general agproach to the debale
Prime  Minister Mulrone and
members of his cabinet have been sl
inging similar necusatlons at free-
tridle opponents since the  debate
began in earnest o couple of manlls
ngne Thi hasic thrust of their nrgu-
ment is that i's o belter, more
couragFeons brewd of Canndign who
supports free trade.

(Jpponents are
mward-looking,
confidence  in
eounlry

{"nandn’s chief [ree 1Trade
negobiater, Simon Jesman, carrivdd
it one slep further when ke accused
opponents  of  using the Big  Lie
techmgue ax Upraclised  n World
War 31 by the infamnes Nano Ger-
maty

There wis wi newsd T siny that It
setves oo usefnt purpeose whal
SHU

Il chnnghing i o e
traths 1~ o peebibieal s the conles
sional s poityt o bee overcrwcisd
Whe was g pfroader

cowarlly,
wiihout
fhear

WOk
entirely
thermselves oy

rpp

proponend

{reer Dradhee, back o fesw seqirs, Than
Lalwersd Leander John Turnes™ Now
s wrlling to sk pohitical deatb
Lightimg  the pact the Mulroney
goverminend  has nepohipled with
Wislhungton

And who, twlore being cheted in
A, was o greater opponent of free
trade that H3rinn Mulroney™ Frior to
becoming prime  minisier, he
riepeatedly staded hs oppusition tao a
(ree-trade pact with the Americans.
"IN have vone of 1t ™ be seid during
lus successful 1% leadership bnd.

Sow, anyone who takes that view
is, according to the prinw menister,
“fearful and timid. "

The funny thing about this ap-
proach is that, when [ree trade Jast
scized the nation in 1911, 1 was pro-
ponents of free trade who were ac-
cused of being {earful and tinud.
They didnt have the gumption to go
il alene, the argument went.

I it weren'l such o complicated
Lusiness, this nome-calling and in-
puling of matives might be énter-
taining. Bul with s0 many of us total-
ly confused about what it all means,
and desperotely  secking uncmo-
tinnal explanations, it's oot Lhe least
bt helpiul.

It's unnecessuary,
slupict, thal's what it is.

1t's  nopsense 1 supgest  Lhe
Mulropey government has belrayed
n 1rust by negotialing o (ree-trzde
pacl  with  the Americans,  The
federnl government has every right
in negatiate such o deal, and i1 has
every right th Iry and convince us
kXl its vittues.

The opposiiion, on the olher hand,
has every o oppose i1, and expose
any [aws that can be found.

Lord  knnws  there 1% enough
materint for Both sides of the arpu-
ment s mateh Inr most of us

I a premier, say. Alberta’s Do
Gelty,  sees the pecord  ns o ad
vantageons for hes provines, he s
cvery  reason ol fighl (e pet oot
there sl =ell the pockapge A
cartlingly, if another premer, sueh
as o Amtann's Davel 'etersan feels
the aceerd woubd buarl Tas provinee,

s egurally enbitled oo tey anul
disenuraiie 1

divisive and

ANNINTANT
Hschand MeReown

Weir's '
View

By Lin
by Weir

There's pothing thal !nsplires
quite 5o much paranocla as a
potentially sianlster news story
which withholds all of the crucial
information,

That's why [ haven't been
slceplng nights since reading
about a = h Fidel Castio's -
brother Ramon gave to a f;ruup of
universitly students in Hailfax the
ather day.

According to Ramon,
Canadians should not launch a
Cuban-siyle vevolution. In fact,
he clalmed, any Cznadian who
wants to starl a revolution s
“‘crazier than a goat''.

Well. At first glance, this is
sort of reassuring. Nicaragua
may be lrying to set flres in
America's back yard, but at least
the Cubans aren't encouraging
Canadlan goals to overthrow
Drian Mulroney.

iNews ftem: Goat-crazy
Canadian revolutionaries today
rejected the government's plea
for peacelul negotlations. In
response o the prime minister’s
lelevised appeal, Lhe
revelutionaries f{lred back &
lersely-worded communigue:
“Bah.")

Bul when vou reflect a litte
further on Castro's speech, you
realire that a chilllng question
has been left unanswered, To wit:
Why did Castro leel obliged to
dellver this speech In the first
place?

Do Lthe Cubans know
semething thal we don't? Have
they, in fact, beett approached by
goat-crnzy Canadians who are
plottng a revalulion?

And if this I really the case,
then an even more chilling
questlon looms: Who, precisely,
I= behind this scheme (o
overlthrow the government?

The [act that Castro delivered
his warning to university
siudents might be a tipoff —
except to anyone who Is actually
acquainted with a Canadian
university siudent of the 1980s.

We're nol in the radical '60s
any more. In fact, it's almost
impossible (o concelve of a
modern unjversity student rislog
up agalost the government,
unless something truly
herrendous were to happen —
llke, say, a sharp increase In the
price of optional BMW
accessories,

Sa il It can’t he the univeraity
students, who 15 1t?

Ominously, [ederal Consumer
and Corporate Allalrs Minister
Harvie Andre ralsed Lthe speclre
of a revolutlon just a few weeks
ago when he warned of the dire
consequences that might follow
the Senale’s refusal to approve
the drug-patent leglslation,

Wammed Mr. Andre: "In South
America they bave revolutions
over things like this.'*

At Lthe time, this statement
seemed .. well . ablisilly, It's
difficult to Imagine ouiraged
mobs sgtorming the Senate
chambers, proclalming that

there can De no [{reedom or
justice for Conadlans until Altan
MacEachen has been charged,
iricd and shol.

Still, [n light of Ramaon
{(astro's camments, you start (o
wonifer whether such a2
revolution could necur in reverse

inother words, whether IU's ke
senle that's ploiting the coup.




