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“It's guaranteed” can cost you a lot of money

(NC}—"It"s guaranterd™ are words we
love to hear when we invest our hard—
camed savings. Bul have you ever
asked yoursell “what is guaranteed?”

Some people are even afrid of
banks. They will hide their savings in
the mattress, or cookic jars, and feel
“sale” that thase savings will always be
theirs. And, it's true, the dollars will be
preserved, but the “guarantee” of what
they will buy, will not.

In fact, we can almost always “guar-
antec™ that what those dollars witl buy
(purchasing power) will decline, The
dollar “amount” may be guaranteed, hut
net it’s purchasing power,

Infuton, combined with taxation,
are the real killers of guarantees. Infla-
tion has always been wilh us, as we read
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in the Bibie where they worked “for a
penny a day" and it was sufficient, and
my Grandfather worked for a dollar a
week, supported a wife anet five chil-
dren and awned a house. This writer
started working at 200 cenis an hour, six
days a week {there was no five—day
week then) and by the rime 1 was
carning B0 cents an hour, was married
and had bought a house,

Yei, things were a lot cheaper then.
but inflation has continued it's Memy
way, and we believe 1t will conlinue
do so, eroding the puschasing power of
our dollar.

So, what about those "guarantced”
savings. ‘There is no guarantee as 10
what they will purchase. In fact, i is

virtually guaranteed that they will pur-
chasz less than when they were invested
with a “guaranice™

Is there sotne way we can almasi
“guarantee” our dollars will grow with
taflation? 1 believe the answer is "yes",
Il we “own something™, such as o house,

apartment, business, ¢ic. those “owned™

tiems will probably always increase in
value 1o keep pace with inflation. My
dad’s Dirst house cost under $3.000, and
today it is worth over $100,000. i has
indeed kept pace with inflation, as | am
surc your house value has also,
[belicve“ownership™investing s the
“guaranteed” way to keep pace with
inflation, and hopefully even keep
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dhead of indlation. Combined wilh L,

if you have an income from that owner-
ship, such as an apanment, ownership
ol a business elc. that vould EIVE YOu an
IRvestment retum over and above the
increased value of your holding.

A few years ago [ was in Brazil, and
was shocked when 1 went to buy 4 pair
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of shocs, 1hat they costme almost hal(—
a—million cruzzero’s (The name of
their “dollars ). Inflion is rampant in
Brard, and while | was these, 1he

S

thowght accurred (o me: 10 | had had a
milhon cruzeeio’s 1y e ago [ could
have probably bough a mulfi---slorey
apartment building, or a thnving indos.
iry. A0 1 had, 10day that apartment, or
that indusiry, baving kept pace with in-
flation, would probably be wonh %10
bill:on cruzzeny's. whereas the [RErson
who had the $t million “guaranteed™
seiing i the bank, still has that millian,
but now can only buy two pairof shocs.

I believe we should invest in owner-
ship, whereby we gain in doflar value
thruugh inflativn, rather than in guaran-
lces, wherchy we lose purchasing
pawer because vl infation,

For o FREE brochure on mulual
Mumeds,  ask  for  “Why Doesn'd
Exervone™  and  write  Paul 4.
Hovket, 153 Union 81, F., Waterlm,
Chnlarie, N2) 001 Pand J. Rockel is
author of Lhe book Why | Invesl in
Mulaal Funds* and Mresideni of
fleal Capital Planners 114,
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SAFETY TIPS FOR INFANTS

CRIB SAFETY
To be sure your crib complies with repulations under the Hazardous
Products Act, check that it meets the following requitcments;

—idrop side

uires twn separale, positive and simoltanegus actions

tarelease the side, and engages automatically

~¢criht s1ats no more than 6 cm apart ;

—na gap between lower edie of end parels and uppwr edge of matlress

support ;

—there should be ot least 66 cm between matiress suppart and 1lop rail
when matteess support s at s lowest level and drop side is ot its

highest level;

—there should be at least 23 em between mattress suppert and top rail
when mattress suppart 5 a1 its highest love! and drop stde is at its

lowes! level:
Also, vnsyre Lt

—all small parts are (irmly aitacked and able to wilhsland 20 pounds

of larve, pull or paish ;

- there are no split. cracked or broken parts, loose or missing hard-

witre of screws

~lhreaded ball ends are either inaceessible ar covered by an acorn

nul .

mattriess !il.ll'l[lﬂri mechonisms are firmly altached so that thiy can-

not b rele;sesy

wilhian upward push frem under the maltress suppart

Cthere s no more than a3 em gap between the maltress and e sides
af ends of Ihe erib when The mattress is pushed into a corner

the Libelling on erbs, eradlis and their conliiners clearly dentifios
the mannfacturer model ninber and date of manufaclore

CORIET Pomts are noomoee than 3o in heeht, and the sze ang shapee
af (isals are desiened to preven! eatragnent of chnbdeen - clathing,

il openy hales e toa stnall for o elild's Figeer to becorme cierhi

Literalure which must accompany the crih shouled-
- shate and shaw clearly how Lo assemble Une prodyct

CAntarn g warmingd an proper ase of he product, meluding o slale-
Ient nol to use af e cheld s abile to chimb out anaded o, i he case of

“Tihs, s tialler Do 50 e

PERECAUTIONS

There are also cerlam preciautions

Babiy's erih s as safe as possibie

yat can lake o make sure vour

MATTHESSES
Crih maliresses should nol be thicker than 15 ¢m They should alse
be kept in goed eondition. 1f they're too soft or worn down in any aren,
a gap or hollow mav be created where o baby eould become trapped

and suffocate,

Some peaple like {o protect the m

attress with waterproof shecels - but

these could hamper n child's breathing and should aot be used.
BIIMPER PADS
Bumper pads are used to protect o baby's head if he or she happens

1o bump il against the side of the

lected with

crib. Bumper pads oflen come pro-
plastic cover. which should be checked as often as posSi-

Ble. If it is punctured or torm, it could be ehewed or torn even furthoer,
and a baby might swallow or (nhale picces of it and choke A tomn

lastic cover also leads to hales in the bumper

ad, and bLabies have

‘nknown {o stick their heads in these hales and suffocate
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MATTHESS SUPPORT MECHANISMS

The mattress suppart mechanisms ot hangers on some cribs may
not be secure. Cheek them by rattling the matlress suppotrt, thumping:
the mattress from the top and repeating the thumping on the su nort
[rom the battom. [f the support dislodges, your child's life could b in
danger. To prevent this, prop up the malttress suppor! firmty from
underneath, perhaps by using [nrpe baxes.

FOINTERS TO KEEP IN MIND

I's amazipg how easily babos can getl into hazardous siluations. It
15 your responsibility to keep your crib in top shape, to check your
baby as ofien as vou can, and to make sure the crib environment is
safe. The follawing are a few mnre pointers to keep in mind, :
~-Always make certain that your crib is nssembled stricilly in ac-
-cordance with the manufacturer’s instructions, and that each cCompa-
nent is properly nnd securely in place at all times.
—Never leave n baby in a crib with something like o necklace, clastc,
scarf. or with a pacifier on o long cord. These could become wound
around the baby's neck or get caught on an upright or on a protruding
part of the erib and endanger the baby's life.
—Habies should never be tied or harnessed in o erib, Cords and straps
could cause them to strangle if they strupgled to climb out of the crib.
~—As soon s your haby is able to sit up, remove crib exercisers or
other toys that are strung over the crib.
—As so0n as ynur baby is nble to stand, ensure the motteess js af its
lowest position, and remave the bumper pads from the crib as well as
any targe toys that could serve as steps far e imbing out.
—When your baby is old enough 1o climb out of the crib, il is time 1o
stop using i
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