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Cutlook on Litest

Qutiock

‘The Rattle-Rat

Hy B.H, CORNWELL

Halton ILHIs Library
The Hattle-Btal, by Jonwlllem Van
de Wetering, Handom Hoese, 1955

A Dutchman | know ence said thal
Friesland is to the Netherlands as
Mewfoundlapd s to Canadn.  This
latest  in Van  de Welermng's
suspense/ mysleries  fealuring  the
Amsterdim  Melropolitan - Palice
deleclives Grijpsira and DeGier s
Iargely camplivated by the sllusions
and delusions of being, or nel being,
a Fricsiander,

In o rather weird way the Gri-
jpstroa/DeGier series could be called
pulice procedurals. What maoakes 1his
author's work unigue is his sublle
characterizaliom and his alality 1o
capture the special ambicnce, ane
might almost call it the
claustrophabia, of this sea locked
sociely.

Van de Wetering's Dutch are {re-
quently unhappy people. swinging
between  Lthe  extremes  of  Lheir

ressive  murality  and  religions
and their oddly official iolerance of
aberrant  and anti-social  behavior
Theit  society creates  some  Inc
teresting tensions for pohoe {orees
“thal are nt ¢commen o North
AmaeTivn,

Much of The achon in The Rattle-
Hat procecds alonp rather surreal
lines. There is a vein of Black humur,
rather ke an inside joke of Pl
chmen  laughing at  themselves -
presenting to the outside world o pic-
ture of what that world expects [l
chmeninbe,

Mere delusion, ond illusion oul by
the time the reader gets clase o Lhe
solution of the mystery the vels

hepine ta hift o the idietie mazes of
Dulely  sovnety, bureaucraey, amd
huntian  behavior  lamg before  the
et ol 1the story the reader will b
lauglnng  out bod a1 the  special
brand of Dutch lunaey amd recopnz-
i the umiversal human connect o

Hoere's a satngle!

AN AT Foree vessel™ Pedaer
asked.

“Nu, Mannies. They nide thew ar-
mageed  vehickes on the stands?
beacties, and one ol thewr [errices will
be leng 1o the A Foree, but the Terry
Is really Army

“The Wel Engineers?®

“The Dy Engineers” 'risvate
Sudema sadl U The feries are banldl
te Lranspart lanks and tanks are ey,
but the Dy Engincers don’t have
bwrats, so they borrow them from the

Wet Epgineers and run them tem-

porarily - but thal can ke forever -
for the Aie Foree ™’

There are many scems g The
Itattle-Bat  with its sguad of  ex-
tremwely hunmum detectives that calls
Lo mined the scactered wits of Willtam
Marshall's Yellowthread  palice
series, ~ot i Hong Kap Perhaps all
pohiee work (s orasy ™

Grant awarded

A grant of $1.885 has been award:
td o the Town of Halton Hills,
Municpal Affairs - Minister  Jobn
Eakins gnnounced this week,

>, Eakins std the grant will e
used by the Town "To achieve con-
formity between the Mficial Plan
for Halton Hills and the Ntagara
Escarpment Plan ™

BRIDGE

James Jacoby

Getting hooked
on finesses

By Jumes Jacoby

Declarer thought be knew this im-
portant bridge principle: Don't take
unnecessary finesses. After arriving
It six spades under kls own steam, he
won Lthe ace of diamonds and carefully
played the club ace and trumped a
club. Then he played a spade to dum-
my's jack and ruffed another club.
Since East now showed out on the
third round of clubs, there was no way
to establish a long club trick.

So declarer shifted mental gears by
playing a spade to dummy's king. He
next played a heart and put in the nine.
If East had both the jack and the 1D
that would force out the king, and de-
clarer's queen would be a winner
West toak the 10 and played another
club. South ruffed, returned to dummy

with the diamond king and now fi-
nessed the queen of hearts, [osing to
the king for down one,

South lost the hand because of a
mental blank. He was so engrossed in
his plan of establishing the [ifth club
for a discard that when he discovered
it wasn'l going to work, he simply took
heart (inesses, hoping to f{ind East
with either the king or the J-10 of
hearts.,

Declarer had a sure way to make
the centract. Alter the third elub, he
gets back to durnmy wilh the spade
king to ruff the fourth club, then re-
turns Lo dummy with the king of dia-
monds. He leads dummy’s last c¢lub
and discards his ninc of hearts, West
takes the trick and must lead into the
A-Q of hearts or play a diamend. If
West leads a diamond, declarer will
ruff in dummy while shedding the
queen of hearts.

A new book by James Jacoby and
his father, the late Oswald Jacoby, is
now availible at bookstores It (s “Ja-
coby on Card Games,” published by
Pharos Books.

POLLY’S
POINTERS

Polly Fisher

Try making play
dough for the Kids

By Puolly Fisher

BEAR POLLY — Do you have a
good recipe for homemade play
dough? — KELLY

DEAR KELLY — Here's an excel-
lent formula. The mixture is nol
sticky and 1t's very clean to work
with. It keeps nicely in a clased con.
tainer for several weeks al room
temperature,

Mix 1 cup of flour, Y2 cup salt, Z tea-
spocos crean of tartar, 1 tablespoon
vegetable oil, | cup waler and a few
drops of food colorlng ln a saucepan.
Couk over medlom heat, stlering con-
sianily, untll the mixture forms a
ball. Remove from heal and knead
bricfly {allow to coal until comlort-
ahle to work wlith) 1o smoeoth oot.

' sending you a copy of my news-
letter, “Klds' Crafts,” which has other
recipes for play-clay mixtures (al-
though not the recipe ahove, so be
sure to copy it down!) incloding the
recipe Inr hread-dough oroaments
(baker's clay). Others who would like
a copy of this newsletter should send
$1 for each copy to POLLY'S POINT-
EERS, in care of this newspaper, I.0O.
Box 93863, Cleveland, OH 44101-53863,
Be sure Lo include Lthe title, — POLLY

DEAR POLLY — I found a way to
keep the fitted bottom sheel on the
bed at night. I sewed a six-inch piece
of clastic four to six inches from the
se¢am at the carner on each side. When
I put it on the bed, [ slip the elastic
under the mattress. The sheel stays
on. You only have to sew the clastic to
the top corners, since the bottom usu-
ally stays on by itself. I used the elas-
tic from a pair of my husband’s old
shorts! — WILLA

DEAR POLLY - 1 save the [ronts
of ofd greeting cards and wrile spe-
cial recipes on the blank side. I often
get requests for some of these recipes,
and [ enjoy passing them along to peo-
ple on these cards. — M.R.

Polly will send yvou a Polly Dollar
($1) if she uses your favorile Pointer,
Peeve or Problem In her column.
Write POLLY'S POINTERS in care of
this newspaper.

Singles
Twenty-three percent of all
families are run by single parents.
Angstimated 5% percent of all
children born last year will spend
SOME time growing up i asingle-
parent home,

IF YOU MEET WITH A SPILL...

We'll Keep You
Looking Good!

Same Day Service

On Dry Cleaning
ifinby 11:00 a.m.

OPEN

b DAYS A WEEK
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DRY CLEANERS

55 Main St. 8., Georgetown

877-0469

Battie of the Hemlines
Where women want thelr skirts to stop

Percent prefering
Length for office wear

Abovn tho knm. 23"’:

Jusi below the kneo 15%

boliow the Kknoea

From jusi below tha knee
10 four inches ‘3%
below the knee

Two-tlo-lour inches S?QFH :

‘,g . From jusi below tha knaa 8%,
2 1o midcall |§

Yo the ankie or Hoor . 1%

Othar l 494
Con't woar 1
skirts or dressas

Ye
NGO answor ! 1%

Source: Louro Caspord Licd NEA GRAPHICE

A recent survey of working women in glx major U.S, cities found that, daspite
tho lalest lashions, 92 percenl prelerred 1o waar longer skirts — those with
hamlines below the kneo -—- to work.

REALTY « LIMITED

Brot Bonits

By Glenda Hughes 877-5296

As much as T hate 1o menlion it this ecarly, the Christmas season is
fast approaching, amd that means, if you have a house that is currentl
an the markel, and you want to have i sold by Christmas, you will
have to do sume heavy duty thinking about kow lo get that job done.
Your agent will tell you that buyers will sonn start to drop ofl as mid-
December approaches, so you are [efl with abou! 5 weeks (ot most) [or
a purchaser 1o find your beme, and buy it. Good grief!

That is not a Iot of time for action to take place, in this buyers
market. Here's some little hints for you 1o think about if you are in the
above menlioned  position. Firstly, you must consider your price,
above pll else. Il your agent has previously supgested to you that your
price should be lower, and you have held on, I would suggest thal you
ask him or her to vun a lisl of the last 30 days sales in your arca, with
the same style of hame, and aboul cqual ot meost points. If your home
i1 above the selling price of these homes, T would suggest that you gel
it down. Pare your price 1o the bone if possible to attract an offer [ast,
and then your apent can el o some serious wark for you in
negoliating.

Obvigusly, we can®t gl your home sold, if we can’t get soructhing in
[ront of us on paper. Next, ask your agient if there is anything that you
ean do te make the home more saleable, Perhaps there are o couple of
things thit could be done, fairly quickly, like o coat of paint, that will
make abi the differenee in eye appeal. Please rememboer that we acl in
vour best gpterest - it §s you Lhat pays us - and we want 1o gel your
home sold. Your bame will enly bring in whid the market will bear, so
try not to take offense nt what vour agent iells you. We don't Iry to
“ve your home away™, we really want 1o help vou get the best price
wer caly for your e

Il von don't bove to have a seld shicker on your sign by year end,
Jamuary and Febnoary are great months te have your home on the
prairkel, s ey are traditionally months thal we are searve on lstings
s take heart - ail bomaes do sell eventuaily 105 fust very difficult 1o
sell an over-pricead home . Wouldn't yoar nerves like to see thal
RN ol e

THIS WEEK’S MORTGAGE RATES

AS OF NOVEMBER 5/87
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