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Jumping

into taxi

| likeitused tobe

YHE Take a close look, you may be g winner, I the [ace shown in
the clirele is yours, you're the lucky winner of a pair of
Georgelown Cinemas courlesy passes, Call us at 877-22H or
877-8%22 or drop in at The ilerald, 45 Guelph St
Georgetown, Ont. toclatm your prize. If you're nol a winner
this week, keep on looking. Next week, it may be your lurn,

GEORGETOWN CINEMAS

235 GUELPH STREET — 877-62232
' 1. 2nd GREAT WEEK

MICHAEL DOUGLAY
GLENN CLOSE
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VIOLENGE SEXUAL CONTENT E\r‘lnlnnl at 7:00 & 9:15 p.m.; MaL. Sat. & Sun, a1 2:00 p.m.

2. STARTSTODAY

Her life hasn't been
same since her death.

SHELLEY LONG

RGAIR

GONE TODAY, HERE TOMOSROW,
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“THE FUNNIEST
MOVIE OF 7"

Evenings at
7:00 & 9:15 p.m.

Matinee Saturday &
Sunday at 2:00 p.m.
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Whatever happened to the good
old days, when you could climb
happlly inlo a taxlcab and feel
almost cettain that the experience
wotld nol leave you physically or
emotlonally scarred for life?

Jus{ for starters, there was a
perplexing little news story a
couple of weeks ago which reported
that autherities in Amsterdam are
planning to introduce psychologlcal
testing for cab drivers.

MNMaturally, thls ralsed the
troubling question: why, exactly,
do cab drivers need lo be
psychologically tested? What have
those Amsterdam cabbles been

dolng to prompt this sort of offictal .

concem?

What saort of psychological
insiabllities are lhey belng tested
for? And what gort of questions will
he on Lhe test?

“You plick a customer up at the
alrport, antlelpeting a hefly [lare
into downtown. Instead, the
customer asks to be taken lo an
alrport holel three blocks away. In
response, do vyou: a.) nod
graciously, and start ab innocucus
conversation about the weather, b.}
mutier dark caths and scowl at him
in the rear-view mirror, or <.} push
him under the wheels of the cab
and drive over him severa) times In
rapid successjon?

This Is the sort of thing that can
inspire a bit of parancla. And ne
seconer had the paranola set In than
the bombshell dropped — while
Amsterdam cabbies are belng

sychologically tesied, cabbles In
Blri.u have been given licence (o
electrocute thelr passengers.,

it's true. Paris laxis are belng
equipped with 52,000-voll *‘hot
seals" designed to siun — although
not kill — passengers who try to
cause trouble.

Now granted, cab drivers need
protection agalnst assault, St
you have to question Lhe wisdom of
giving Paris cabbles the power of
electrocution,

My own experience with Parls
cabbies I8 that they are nol men
who see themselves, (lrst and
foremaost, as thelr brother's keeper,

Generally speaking, they
cherish the mathematical principle
that a siralght line {s Lhe shortest
distance belween two points,
regardiess of what may Ile In
between, Ax puch, they tend to
operate on the premise that, If God
had nol meant pedestrians to leap
out of the way, He would not have
given them legs.

And Lhe problem of big-city
cabblea In general — as you
tndoubtedly know f{rom personal
experience — {8 that many are
terribly sensitlve men who are
eashly upset,

Naming a destination fewer Lhan
12 blocks away will wound them
decply. So will asking: “'If the
plice we're going i3 12 blocks
soulh, why have we jusl gone [lve
mtles due north?™

Personally, [ have yel Lo
recover from the experience of 2
20-minule rlde with a terribl
sensilive, 250-pound New Yor
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cabble named Ralphle.

It was 10 years ago. A {riend
and I were {lylng into New York
irom opposite directlons, and

decided — for hcaven knows what
reason — to rendervous at 11 p.m.
at the flamous Jack Dempscy's
Hestaurant in Times Square.

Raolphie was on the sldewalk
outside the airport, herding
passengers inte his cab. “Where
youse goin'?'" he demanded,
glowering at me. “Jack Dempsey's
Restaurant,” ! sald confidently.
“Never hold of L' sald Ralphle,
and slumped off.

After steffing three other
assengers inte the back eeat,
g!nlphle stumped back. "WHERE
did youse say youse was golng?"
Feeling siightly less bold, [ said |
thought It was somewhere in Times
Square,

Ralphle rolled his eyes. “Den
why didn't youse say sof Get In the
cab."

By {an

Weir

I scurried In. We squealed off.
Ralphie made some off-hand
remark about the Manhattan
scenery. We nodded pleasantly,
gazing out the windows.

A terrible chill descended. "Did
ouse hear me?"" rumbled Ralphle,
o s d:trly aggrieved volce. *'If

youse hold me, den acknowledge
me when I speak Lo youse.,"

After 15 minules of frantically
acknowledging everyihing Ralphle
sald, the other three gol out. IF-
hearted E.I:.r that he was, Ralphie
called . his dispatcher (o find the
address of Jack Dempsey's
Restaurant.

“Loule," sald Ralphle into the
transmitier. 'Dis Ix Ralphle. I'm
lookin® for Jack Dempsey's
Restaurant."

There was a dreadfu] silence.
Ralphie put down the transmitter.
He stopped Lhe cab, and turned to
me,

“Do you know what Loule just
did?"" he demanded. ‘“‘Louie
laeghed al me. Loule Inu&hcd at
me because dat restavrant does not
no longer exlst."’

Since you haven't met Ralphle,
ou cannot know how (ruly
orrifying it is to discover that you

have just made Loule laugh at him.
Sufflce it to say that 1 apologized
wretchedly, offered to get out
anywhere Ralphle would llke me
to, and %ralel.’ully handed over the
$25 that he demanded as iy
quarter-share of the ride.

Ultimately, 1 made my escape,
But I know Lhat, had Ralphle been
In possession of a 51,000-voit hot-
sent, [ would be a waf(lle today.

It’s the sort of th[ng that makes
A guy think. In fact, It's the sort of
thing that makes him take the bus.
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THE FINEST DINING
EVERY THURSDAY & FRIDAY
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