Travel Outloe

Marxism in Poland: is that Karl 6‘1‘ Groucho?

Hy DIAHANN NAIEAU
Poland wns a series of bizarre
events linked by daily insulls and
minor skirmishes. My [avorile nighl
look place one Tuesdny in Gdansk.

This evening owed more to Groucho -

Marx than to Karl.

There were five of us on the tour:
Earl L., a Geargelown native, David
M. of Toronto, Mark FP.. locrmerly
{from Poland bul residing in Toronto
for over g decade, Clopude B, of
Trois Riviere, and me, the lene
{female, except for Anna, our guide,
Anna was proving to be a total snoly,
hot te¢ mention a pecaleitrant and
pig-headed  babysitter. She treated
us as if we were in Grade 2 and we
nearly had to beat her up in order o
be nllowed off the leash [or one even-
ing, We were desperate 10 pet away
from hotel food; our holel in (Gdansk
was preat in other aceas, byl guisioe
was not their ferte. (Try cating o
plate of grey vegetables).

We wanted 1o cal in o restagrant
uncoanceted to an holel, but Anna
kept telling us: “Eex imfpassible, 1m-
possible; you will nut get [ood. Zere
ces no foogd in Polish restaurants
Eos veery oxpensive, veery expen-
sive™, No food was better than hotel
food, s0 we girded our loins and
entered the lion's den, the Spdom
and Gomortha of downtown Gdonsk,
i:repured lo starve for the night as
Ong 0% we were away [rom Anhn.

Mark, David amd I took o laxi
together from the hotel. Because we
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had been told that taxi drivers will
try to rip you off if they know you are
foreign, Mark sat in the fronl scal
and conversed with the driver in
Polish while David and 1 sat In un
nateral silence in the back. We ar.
rived at our destination and gave
him 800 zloty, which is slighily less
than a dollar, and congratulated
purscelves on our  cleverness.  We
found the resiaurant and settled in 1o
wnit for Earl and Claude.

The wailer approached us and we
ordend vodkas, peat. ‘No’ said the
waiter, ‘'you cannol have just
vodka'. "'This 15 Poland, everyouw
drinks wvodka neat,” we s0id  in
amazemenl.  Licensing forbade the
reslaurant to serve vodko neat. Be
int  from Ontarie, we  wore Do
stangee tu“?ui:-:ntiu liguor lows, so
we  ecepl ihis. Looking al the
menu we saw gin and lenic offered,
“0O.K.. we'd like three vodkas andd
lonic."" Again the waiter shook his
head, ‘Not possible,” said the waiter
“Have you run nut of lome™’ we ask-
v in surprise. ‘Oh o, we have lonic,
but onty for gin’. |

We were in shock now, knowing we
hud entered the Twilight Zone The
wiiter than explained te Mork, 1n
Polish, that tonic water was an ¢x.
ptic mixer and they saved i1 {or gin,
beeause (hal was a popular cocklail.
We were a bit stunned, bul we rallied
valiontly. “"How aboul vodka with
blackecurrant juice?’” we suggestied,

This is acluallv a verv good mix

{Ehote iy Trlahan

Early cruise booking
can save tourists money

Sitmar  Cruises  will  feature  the
best of both the castern and western
Caribbean with  twe different
itineraries in 1988, The 10-day sail-
ings will allow passengers the op-
portunity to sample the wide variely
af istand cultures and Sitmar’s on
board experience in an unhurricd
pace.

Passengers will also receive on
Early Booking Discount of $200 per
person on all Caribbean sallings
when the cruise is booked three mon-
ths in advance of departure.

“The large number ol experienced
cruisers that we carry will especial-
ly appreciste the opportunity 1o
mere fully explore this part of the
world with our longer crulses, as
well as enjoy ihe on board ex-
pcrmnce and service emphasis
we're known (o prmnde explained
Bill Smith, the line's senior vice
prmll:lenl-marketing and sales.

Salling roundirip frem Forl
Lauderdale, the line's six-part
western Caribbean ¢ruise will call at
Nassau, Bohamas; St. Croix and St.
Thomas, US.V.L; Montego Bay,
Jamaica;, Grand Enymun Cayman
Ialands and Playa
Carmen/Corumel, Mexico. The six-

rt eastern Caribbean salling will

calure stops at Nassau; St. Croix;
St. John's, Antigua; Bridgelnwn

Barbados: Fortl-de-France, Martini-

ue andd St. Thomas.

1 Passcngers will  cruise aboard

Fairsky during the winter, spring
and raﬁ months and during the sum-
mer  will  eruise  Lthe Caribbean

aboard Fairwind.

Silmar cruises arce seld exclusive
ty through professional trovel
agents.

A Tasty Recipe

DARK FRUIT CAKE

- &3 cups seadloga raans

" 3 cups sultana rvmng
= ', cup chopped ghived choernns
* ; cup chopped canciod pineapple
= ', cup chopped citron poel
'y cup choppoad mixad paorl

© =1 cup choppad puts

» 1% cups all purpose llour

=% Isp. saf .

=, tap. baking soda

+ 1 tgp CInnamon

= 1 tap. allspee

% I3p nuimeag

1 = lsp. maco

* =1 qup shortoning

¢ 1 cup brown sugar

= ogQs

& % cup molasaos

fiour Str remaining f(loyr,

Line two 9x5" loaf pans or two B~
pans with haavy waxed papoer. Prapare
fruita and nuls: dust with %% cup of the /-
salf, baking |-
aoda and apices 1ogethor. Cream shoe- f
tening and brawn sugar togathar unbil flul-

we had discovered at lunch one day.
‘No, na blackcurrant juice’.
Chastened, but sl undefeated, we
finally asked whol mix we could get
with vodka. ‘Pepsi-cola or
lemonade’, As none of us could im-
agine vodka wilh Pepsi we went for
the lemonade. The drinks arrived
and we &al back in our seals, ox-
hausied.

Three vodka and lemons later,
Claude and Earl arrived, We trium-
phantly asked bow much they had
paid for the taxi. Four hundred zloty
for ane way they told us. We lough-
). Our cab driver was no slouch; he
had charged us douable the ﬁmng
role. So much fer our masquerade.
Wy pdmired his nerve, his perspici-
ty. The dinner turned out o best
wi'd had 1o dale. We all erdered sur
own food. This was a priceless lux-
ury. becawse for the last four days
Anna chose every meit] without con-
sulting us. We nearly cried {or joy at
ihe sighl of o menu. "Abselutely no
pork,” the men declored. 1 guess An
na liked pork a Iol more than they
did. Contrary 1o Annai's expeclulinns
and  warnings, the restoorant  had
plenty of food and none of it wos
frey.

It also cost under $25 Cdn. for live
peonle, with wine and cockialls and
tons of food. Never have so many
bheen delighted by so little, We finally
cmerged  frem  the  restaurant,
cloted. Once again we had proven
thal our esieemed guide, Anna, was
prebably a pathological liar.

We separaled ogain, Earl and
Claude taking the first taxi, David,
Mark and 1 refurned to the hotel,
paying only 400 2oty this lime. We
decided to exchange seme money at
the legal exchange desk for a
change. This was my [irsl attempt at
legnl exchange. But once again Rod
Serling stepped In. I gave the man at
the counter five dollars and waited
for the zloty, He sald something to
me in Polish and [ repeated my re-
quest.

When he hesitated agmn { called
Mark over to iranslote 1t seemed
the man would nol legally exchange
my money, Inslead he was offering
me 50 zlaty per dollar, abeut twice
the Yepal mate but only two-thirds the
going hinck market rale 1 accepled
because 1 was completely out  of
Palish  currency. [David
21 ol the same rate We  weto
aslamishaed  Herts we were, being vie-
trs at st and unable 1o doe even
thes simple transaction properly. We
headd  dinenstines to the nightelub
for mghteaps, o place appropriotely
namcdd Hades. Of course the waster
prompty gave is T zloty per dollar
estill nol o Iop rade At Jeast 1'd only
chanpe 3w ith the thinf upestairs

In Hades the cdivntele bad shiftasd
dramatically from the nmight before
Instead of pok-bat German beantbies
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dancing there was a gagdle pf. young
Polish women, decked cut ih Tam-
my Fay Bakker make-upijobs, danc-
ing sensuously together in an effort
fo n''ract customers. We 1wdnt e sil
at we bar bul just then this large
womahn {7} in o blonde mg turned to
scan us. “‘No way am ] silting near
that,” soid Mark, "thut whatever it
is - lot's sit al a table” S{o we lound
good scals with a grealy view and
discussed: the blonde’s aclua] gender
for a while,

We sal and drank '.udkns neal and
watched these amazing women. Our
(avorite, nicknamed Lolita,. was a
rather [ovely pirl under the make-
up, {50 we suspectedl, With a nice
figure. Not conten with dancing
with the nther young ladies, Lolita
hegan o sensuous cncountdr with one
uf the pillars an the {loor I She Bugg-
e it, nuzzled it, loved it. We were

spevchless,

The music in this club was so bl
that | begged Aark to tell the disc
Lmke_w,- to stop plugmg it, or to tell

im tha! he was the worsl d.j. we'd
cver heard. Marck wouldn't, s0 1 gove
the waiter a small bifl 'to insult the
d.}. for me. 1 had never paid anynne
to do my insulling for me before; it

" was Kind af fun, |

The music finally stopped for o
minute and we checked o soe which
businessman had ended tp with
To our surpnse,

Lolita was still alone. Maybe she
was ust too wild for the average guy
ccided. The noise starled again
and we turned to logk at the dance
floor and discovered a young woman
dancing in nothing bt a see»thmpgh
lace andnG-strinT
We had accidentally stumhllad[ on
n Polish siriptease show! We all
started to laugh "and hummed the
Twilight Zone theme, The show con.
5i8 of lwo petformers, one after
the other, taking all their clothes off
[aitly quickly. The second one, nom-
ed Camilla, even did the splits. 1

“So much (or secialism’™, [ said
after the shock of lhe performance
had cbbed. 1 then decided I was
outraged, (hat women in so-called
socinliste, country 1still degraded
themselves in this [dshion "So whal
can you do ahout i7" psked Mark.
"I will make o stupid and futile
pesture’ [ declared.. (Aflter enough
abcohol 1 tend to like making stupid
and jutile gestures, )

1 then proceeded 1o find Camilla
and gave her 310 Canadian,  She
spoke no English or French so she
never understood why 1 wos giving
her such o large sum of money. (It is
a lat in Poland.) No doubt she
suspected my sexual tendencies, but
I didn't care. However lipsy 1 was, |
had made my statement. Un-
fortunately, no one undersiood the

language.
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877-6086

— Complale Window Docorating Servico
— Custom Made Orapes A Bedsproads
— Installahon

— Yorticals & Miru Blinds

* OUR PRICES ARE '

VERY COMPETITIVE ;

Shop at Home Sarvice
509 Guelph St. Norval

e

- Sale Ends Nov. 7th
SUPER WOOL

20 % off

pery 20 % ot

Acrylic Wool & Alpaca
Worsied Weight Yam

PRINTS
'25%
OFF
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DON'T MISS THESE SUPEFI SPECIALS
They won't last long

\::,““ﬁ“-h“lllﬁ‘ 4 “1‘

ﬁ-‘ muwm’i' m«mmm\\m
*ﬂ- ﬁ( (( \&\_
)m, W«

Fﬂ'{l b
o

{
Il

| i“;!

q: =1

Z&Er

YAHN & CRAFTS

GEORGETOWN
MARKET PLACE

877-1521




