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- Travel Qutloo

Some adjustments needed for washrooms, tour guides
Fr—

Excursion to Poland

“}' l“ﬂ."r’i NN H.-\I]E:\L’
Herald Special

In 1this article | would like to talk
abe! somie of the difficulties and od-
dilies you can expect on o trip Lo
Poland, As they say, forowamed s
forearmed, and nowhere is thas truer
1hiin in Polamd.

Lol me begin with the Fligtn I you
lake lol don'l expect luxury. Yeu
don't know whal Evonomy Cluss s
until you try Lot. The plianes we {liw
on were Jlushin G2's, o Russion made
piane ihat appears o little more
fragile than is desiralde Tor a trans-
Allantic flipht. However, the service
wits excellent, the vodka Nowed and
the [oad was odible. 1 must alse com-
pliment the pilots; on 1w four flighls
{ made on (his trip the fandings and
lake-offs were so smooth thal they
wire almest impereeptible,

My wamings concern your fellow
lravelers - Poles an visits to Canada
o back to Polanhd. 1 have never been
s¢ annoyed in my life o T was with
some of these people. Whether i s
because of the systemm or some In-
bred cultural blip, many Poles have
this [rustrating Emhit of pushing in
front of you in line. It started at at
the airport in Monirenl and con-
tinued for the seventeen days of my
stay. 1 can remember only o few
lines where someonc didn't attempt
1o push themsclves in front of me;
these limes were the cxception, not
the porm. It doesn't matler ¥ you
tell these people off; you can insult
thetm 1o your hearl’s content in
English or French and they will
plead ignorance. My favorite in-
stance of the "pushing through the
line" phenomenon wos at the airporl
in GGdansk, waiting o go through the
seeurity check., The securily guards
guing over vou and your hand lug-
pape lor domestic flights moke At
tila the Hun Jook friendly; there is no

msull  te small, ne nselence oo
sreat far these peaple. As T was stan-
ding at the head of o smal) queue
watting to be searched and annoyed,
a4 waemen sleppid in frond of me te go
hirst to be rifled and insuited. 1 ean.
unt tmagine why anyone would be
raslime inta this  Bet then, lhere
woere  many things 1 npever
undersiood in Froland,

I you take o domestic fhight in the
counlry {1 do not advise s 1l
makes one tog angry !, be aware that
the goveramenl bas taken steps to
rnsure that  oelsdy  hijacks  thee
plane. The security guard will take
away anything o yvouer hand lepgape
that remuotely resemibles o weapon,
including any dutyv-ree ballles of -
quur you might be cartng around
The guard gong Wirough my baps
tn my way to Gdansk lonk away the
bottle of Glenlivet that three af s
were depending on. Bhe spoke  po
English and [ nearly had a fit when
she did this | r:ﬂli’ﬁl far Mark, a
feltow journalist on the lour who was
af Polish origin, to come and get the
Glenlivet back fer us, It turned aut
thot the battle would be sent via the
boggage compartment in  case |
decided to break the baltle and use it
ns a weapon. Okay

We boarded the plane [or Gdansk.
This was on the second day ol our
guided tour and there were five
Canadians and our Polish guide, An-
na. Anna never wamed us whal 1o
cxpect. As we [ilad inta the small
plane. n policeman ar militia man in
preen Labtigues and o bered was stan-
ding at the front of the plupe, arms
felded across his chest and  legs
planted  solidly aparl.  He locked
mean, and be had o helster with o
pun in it and a lompe kife lay sheath-
od umder the pun. Afler ke off we
were told in Polish and Frencvh oot
English) to make sure to call the

ven years 1107
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stewnrdess i we wanted 1o stand up,
as the soldier had orders to Lake core
of anyone who stood up without per-
mission. And they thoopht someone
would B sillty enough lo break the
battle and  ottack Mac the knife!
Fortunastely no one tnied to go 1o the
wishroant  without  permission and
wie arrived in Gdansk withoyt iner
dent. After this, we callid Lot “Aar
Milithare. ™

Anpther thing that will plague any
tourist in Poland s the washiroom
situation  You will be expected 1o
pay  fur imineg the 1mlels, in some
places you pay a §itthe more for foilet
paper, and some unkep! women will
unrell ts and hand it Lo you There
IS nothinge quile as disgusting as boayv
ing someone else handle your teilel
paper!  thespite  the  wuniversul
presence of these little women the
toilets are astoundingly {ilth in
most restaurants. Some hotels are
hardly up to spuff, at least in the
nublic washrooms 1 never went into
the public W.C.s which dot the major
cities; I simply could not imagine
how disgusting these weuld be, The
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wishroons in our raoms al the Orbis
hotels were wonderful, little islands
of hygiene and cleanliness in the sea
of Nilth The amount you pay is only
frive or ten daoty, which s less than o
th-nu}' Canadion,  the  prablem s
ceping enough coins in your pocket
In sulisfy the litthe ryrants by the
batbroan doors

The currency  siluation  certanly
nevds to be chinlind The abjeet of
the Polish goverument is to pet as
much hard currency as possibile. ]I
you are o foreigner you wil be ex-

'clied to gay for hotel roams, phone
nlls and aicline bickets 1 your own
currency.  They  know  you  are
furcign; evep of you can speak Polish
vau 5Bl must fgive your passport to
receplion upon checking in. There is
no gutting around lhis. The reason
you woultl wish ta get oul of Lhis
situation is quite simple; f you are
paying zloty which you exchanged af
the hlack market rates (and you will
1:xchan[.;' ab lhese rates), your bills
would b+ a quarier the amount you

are paying.
Continued on page K
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