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Not a bleeding heart feminist

By LISA BALFOUR BOWEN
Herald Speciol
Charlotte whilton is  best
remembered as  the  pugnacious
mayoer of Oltawa who served almost
unimterruptedly  frem 1931 lo 19
Her controversin! reign as the first
femnle mayor of 4 Canadian city
made Whitlon o legend in her
lifetime and  her  iraseible,  lart-
longued behavior at Ottawa’s city
hall was recorded in cilics as far

away as Johannesburg,

Whitton’s colorful political carcer
has lended to obscure the fact that,
priar o assuming the Otlawn
mayorality, she spent 30 ycars as a
key ligure in Canadian  social
wellare, No! eonly was this earlier
chosen vocation conducted in nine of
Canada's 10 provinces, bu! it provid-
ed Whitton with impressive interna-
tionat credentials ns well.

The story of this unusual plonecer-
ini; Canadian professienal woman is

d with sympathetic objectivily in
a new, 24¥page biography titled, No
Bleeding Heart: ChantlE Whitton,
a Feminisl On The Right. Wrillen hy
educators P.T. Hooke and R.L.
Schnell, the book includes 30 black
amnd white illusirations and has been
published, with the help of a Canada
Couneil grant, by the Universily of
British Columbia Pruss $26.95.

In clear, no-nonsensc prose, the
authors quickiy established! Whitlan
as aon independemt-minded woman,
motivated by strong’ personal con-
victions about  public service, bul
alsa by an ever increasing
egntistical need {or popularity and
celebrity status, From The mass of
published material left by Whitlon,
they have been able to construct a
Eorlrait of & complux, inlellipent,
ard working individual, who was
nonctheless capable of vindictive
puthursts, racism, nm! {ear of other
WOITICH.

NATURAL LEADER

The record shows that Whittan
was o natural leader and o great
achiever in both her welfare and

hltcal carcers, but she alsy suf-

some devastating  dispppetnt-
menta and sethacks. Such periods
sometimes sldelined her for yeoars,
during which lime she became »
well known  lecturer, broadeasier
and columnist, These activities kept
her name before the public, brought
her much-needed financial income,
and fed her need far personal adula-
tion.

Horn in 1896 in Renfrew, Ont,,
Whilton was the eldest of four
chlldren in o miss-malched mar-
riage. Educated at Queen’s Univer-
sity, she promptly moved Ilnto social
welfare work upon  graduation.
Because she was a conscientious and
dogged worker with o good brain,
she won promotions rapidly.

Althoygh she had male admlrers,
Whilton eventually chose a life of
spinsterhocd in order to dodicate
hersetf Bingle tindedly 1o - public
service, . Hather (han marry, she
shared 8 home amd her emotlonal
Jife with a devoted female {riend,
Margaret Grer, who was also in-
volved in socinl work. When Whilten
died of a heart attack in 1975, she
wns buried at Renfrew in a plot
beside Grier, who had predeceased
her by alimost 30 years.,

Physically, ftton was barely
five feet, 15 inches tall, with ex-
pressive hazel eyes and short crop-
ped dark hoir, By the time she was
45, this diminutive dynamo had
established her North American
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repulabion so well that the UK press
halled her as o 'noted authoress,
vtlucator and sociad warker of com-
manding brilliance,” who had been
“decorated by two kings."'

Despite such successes, Whitton's
distinpuished welfare career came
to an abrupt cnd when changing
times  dictated  that  specialized
social work training - which she
lacked despite oll her experience
was essential for leadership.

TURNED TO ASHES

As a result, on Jan, 1, 12, in her
i6th vear, she found hersell as
single  woman withoul 1o salary,
withoul prospects, withoul definite
nlans and without a pension, "Whil-
fon was now exhausted and
humilinted, with all her dreams amd
ambitions turned to ashes,” said the
authors. Although, like the phoenix,
she way 1o rise, it would be almost
nine years before she would apain
enjoy financial security. This *‘was
her most desatate peried.”

Although Whitten harbored
[ederal ambitions, these too  were
thwarled and she had to setlle for a
relonged career in clivic politics.
fere, she proved on acknowledped
star but, as lhe years went by, she
became the subject of  increasing
ridicule.

Even so, her biographers paint nul
lhal “*the very conduct tha! appaled
some  mesmerized others, Her
liveliness, zest, and sense of the ab
surd lascinated and omused, and (-
lawa wanled to revel in ber color ™
Many  admired  Whilton's  brutal
honesty, bher teetotal real, and her
boasted frupality. And although her
popularity declined over time, ber
stewarlship was, on balance, e
Prossive.

o Bleeding Heart should  appeal
partla::uhr!g. L politicians,  social
workers, journatists, educatars, ond
feminists. Although  the  baok
becomes heavy gaing in spots, 1t s
nontheless  [azcinating  when 1
revezls how a single woman  with
energy. dedication and brains -~ bul
no financial security to fall back an -
managed fe {ipght  pgainst  sexual
dlscrimination  amd  for  early
feminist  causes. In e vnd, the
Whitten story is about a womann who
was larger thanlife.

Lisa Ballour Bowen 15 a Toeronto
writer and critic.

—Thomson News Service

Fingertip tight

Apply sorew barxds over Snap
Lids ovrly until [ingestip tight,
Fingertip tight atlows air 1o be oxt-
hausted from jars during prooess
ing, Overtightening of bands causes
lids o crease and prevents proper
sca.lmg.St:ama‘camdumdctlr}ar
by the processing step cannot
escape to form a vacuum, It is the
creation of this vacuum which
welds the Snap Lid onto the jar
creating a “seal',
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OIL-SHORTAGE

Sure we have oil shortage,
and sure, we experience
headaches (rom  outrageous
gasoline prices. But
semetimes, we  drycleaners
wish there was o shortage of
vegelable oils - because that's
what gives us headaches,

Have you ever washed your
favourite polyester dress and
found yellow stains that won't
come out. Well, that's
vegelable oilt E!Eﬂthing won'l
remave it either,

Oils such as salad, hair,
cosmeltics and cooking oils are
extremely difficult to remove
parlh:ulnrly if allowed to ox-
idize (age cr heat will cause
oxidation).

Sengd lhise garmenis o your
drycleaner 48 s00Nn a5 possi-
ble. Best results will be oblain-
cd only with immediate ac-
tin.

BARRAGERS
CLEANERS
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Delrex Dry Cleaners
Shanmrock Cleaners
(Erin)

877-2279

166 Guelph St
Georgelown
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PERM SPECIAL

NATURAL WAVE PERM
NOW ONLY

*23.

- Reg. *33.95
Complete with Shampoo, Cut, Styling |
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Gold is in fashion

Bl 'RT7 (v u scasan of optians. [nmake-
i, hait and ¢nthing the emphisis s on
individual styvle, Skirt lengihs cun the
gamut (roun ankle grazng o ultra-
i, Hair s either a cascade al waves
ar pulled hack intoachignon md [aces
appear paie or painted.

Whatever Lashuon dictum you adhere
to there iy teal gold jewellesy aviaulahle
o complete the totat loek and rellect
your wingue personility. 10y the uile
mate expression of your style.

The unlimited selechion o new, unique
and beautiful designs aflows you to

DIARE'S
EVERYTHING SQUARES

Melt 4 tbsp. butter. Combine with
1 cup Graham wafer crumbs.

Cambine:

— 1 c. dessicated cocenut

— 1 ¢. semi-sweal choc. chips

— /2 c. chopped maraschino
cherres

— 1 ¢. crushad pecans

— 1 ¢. small marshmallows

— 1 can Eagle Brand milk

Pack melleg bulter and Grabham
waler crumb mixture i boltom of
9" pan. Cover with remaining
ingredients. Caok a1 350° for 30-
35 minutes, till nicely browned
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A Tasty Recipe
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SHAMPOO, CUT
& STYLE
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Ladies Reg
Men Hng 19.95
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build & gold jewellery wardrobe as di-
verse as the Fall fashion trends, as var-
icd as your every mood.

FFor the sophisticated woman who pre-
fers a houd-to-1o¢ monochromutic look,
fealuring sleek body-hugging skires and
Lip length jackets, gold jewellery plays
animportant role, A collection of chains
in many lengths, a stack of cull bra-
celets and a pair of classic bulton cat-
rrpgs punciuate her positively elegan
Gistes. [he newest luoking pins in bold
geamelries with stonc aceents are show-
e up on Jopels of every shape.

STDCK UP Fﬂﬂ'
HALLOWE'EN

McCOWAN'S
TOFFEE BARS

0/99°

KRAFT
CARAMELS

1%

FOR THE
EARLY BIRDS

GLAZED CHERREES
49

i

92 Main St. S.
Georgetown

877-6569

.311.95
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