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_Their Cutloo

Need for justice - not
softness or toughness

Attorney General Ian Scolt, in his
speech to the Criminal Justice Con-
gress here, is just the latest to la-
ment that we make things too tough
for criminals in this country.

Yet, he docse’t really appear (o
lilsndcrslnnd why that sentiment ex-

Is.

Scott sugpested that: *“Those who
have studied the system., have all
come to lhe general conclusion that
we peed to send fewer people to jail
fer shorier periods of time, rather
than more people to jail for longer
perieds of time ™

This 15 because lThe “‘public vastly
overestimates  the  amoont  of
cominal  activity in Canada and
sipnificantly  underestimates  the
response of the criminal  justice
syslom to thot aclivity ™

They do so, in part, bercause the
media  “emphasizes violent  erime
and  focuses on  the lemency  of
sentences handed  down by the
courts.”

The result is Canadians think it s
too lentient when it is, in Tact, 1opo
harsh,

He pave two specific examples,
bath af which illustrate why people
in general are skeplical of the thrust
of justice system reformers  like
ookt

“If Canadians were made aware
of the fact ithat well over 9O per cent
of criminal offences do not involve
violence or the threat of viclence, |
believe  that  public  support  for
greater use of incarceration would,
in ail likelihood, decling,” he said,

As usupl when that figure is trol-
ted oul, however, he pgave no ex-
amples of where incarceration is us-
od 100 much.

Should white collar criminala, (or
example, ndways be aoble to aveid
jail? (It is my impression that mony
of the people calling for leniency for
break n enter artlsis insist on
heavy penalties for white collar
crime)

Two’s a Crowd
By L BUTTLE

e catching

What about  impaired  driverss?
Cretting “tougher” an them, n Seerl
promise, is usually taken 1o mean
giving them jail terms.

Scotl alse pointed out that when
Parlioment officially abolished
capital punishment, it simultanepus-
ly introduced the mandatory 25-year
prisan sentence with the result that
“eonvicled murderers are now spen-
ding considerably mare time in fail
than they were prior to 1978

He then asked:  “'Wha! is  the
justification Jor such extended jail
terma? His clear implication is that
they are for toa lonp.

And He's right. Mandatory 25-vear
sentences were a sop a guilt-ridden
Parftament gave to the public in ex-
change for allowing all murderers to
achieve what their  victims  never
could -- a natural death.

Meost  Canadians  wuant 1o
Justice  done when il comes o
crimimmal a1ty They  believe  the
penally should fit the crime.

Thus, the averape cibizen wauld be
willing 1o returm to the law as 1l ex-
isled prior o 1974, when a myurderer
could become cligible for parole 1n
as early as 10 yvears - ar, he could
hang.

The abelition of capilal  punish-
ment senl o message that no crime
i5 too heinows to deserve death, thal
a Clifford Olson’s ife has inlnnsic
merit  that  must  be  protected
regardless  of  social,  psychie  or
monetacy vost,

To Tforce that  view upon
dishelieving  public, as  the  abol-
tionist establishmoenl tof which Scott
IS a charter member) did, is to cast
doubt upon Lhe 1den that the system
5 a whale is dedicaled to justice.

One doe=n't get a sense from Seott
or other reformers that they believe
punishment  should reflect  the
crime, or vven that punishment (as
opposed to rchabilitation, for exam-
ple} s the {irst concern of criminal
Justicé system.

If the only reason for imprisoning
someone is to make society “'safe’”,
then some murderers probably
shouldn't go to jail at all - they were
only dangeraus to the one person
they killed (many husband-wife
murders are that way)., And some
lhieves should never be relensed.

This is what Scott misses. What
Pcople want isn't  “softness™  or
‘toughness." They want Justice.
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all these guys are at least functional!.

Two’s a Crowd
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Afurs-las Shaw

Hrian Macl .eod

*| dont think he was offering
to get rid of your gum wrapper!”

Piling across border
for duty-free goods

Just think  With free trade. you
can drve down to the United States
some  weekend, pick up o cheap,
rust-free used car, ple it up with
duty-free Ammerican clothing, stereo
or compuler cquipment and drive
home ogain - withaul peiting hassled
at the border,

This freedam will come gradually
Canada’s ban on used cars will be
phased oul over five years. Dutivs on
clothing will be phased ou! over 1o
years. Duties on compulers, f{furs
and whiskey will be wiped out inm
January, 1564,

Your
Business

Hy

DIANNE MALEY

Business Analyat

The looser laws point to a part of
trade deal that we ahould look at
more carefully. Under free trade,
we will pay less for American-made

This iz significant. Each time the
Government prolects businesses
from Inlernational competition, we
BE mare. Yet competitlon Improves

goods we buy and helps keep
prices In line.

That's why Jppanese cars now
make up about a quarter of the
North American market even
though they are no longer cheap.
Japanese automakers try to glve usg
the good-quality cars we want.

The crisis In the auto industry
drove home what a doubie-cdged
sword competltion can be. Carg
frem the Far East were cheaper and
better than oir own. So we bought
them, and thousands of people were
latd off In North America.

Now North American ears are bet-
ter,.  Employment s Erowing,
although not Ilp the auto industry.
People lost jobs in onc industry and
found new ones in anather,

Which would you prefer, jobs ar
lower prices? That's what the op-
ponents of Iree trade are asking.
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This s not the guestion. Mast of us
have lost o job at one time or
another Yet we are working today.

Prime  Minister Bran  Mufropey
has promised cash settlements and
retraining for peeple who are laid off
because of free trode, With the co-
operation of govermment and  in-
dustcy. we cah make the transition.

The prespect of lower prices for
American  goods  i5  impertant
because we make so few of the pro-
tucts we use in Canada. The same is
true of the food we eat. We can't
Erow oranges, bananas ar pineap-
ples in Canada, yet we like to eat
them year round.

When we shop in the United States,
our Canadian dollar is only worth
about 76 cents. Even with this big
currency difference, many things
are cheaper south of the border. The
trick Is to get them acress without
paying duty, a problem that has
made smugglers of thousands of
otherwize law-abiding citizens,

If the goods you are bringlng in
ore over your allowable duty-free
limit, you could be hjt with tariffa of
up to 25 per cent.

With free trade, you won't have to
cross the border to take advantage
of Jjower ces, Frull, wine and
other foodstuffs will be on the
shelves at your local or li-
quor store at new, low prices.

Many of these wlll be products
that were not sold In Canada before
because the price, after adding
tariffs, would have been too high.
Ontarlo, for example, marks up
foretgn wine prices as much ns 66
per cent, Under free trade, this will
change.

But nolt all the cost.savings will
find their way to consumers. With
tariffs gone, the sellers may see an
opportunity to mark up their prices
and falten their profit margins, This
wlll happen where they have no com-
petitton, or where Canadian goods
are mare expensive,

Which leads us to another effect af
free trade, The inflow of low-priced
American goods wihil put pressure on
Canadian companies to lower their
prices, This will depress profit
margins in Cnpacda, at least until
Canadians beecome more officien?,

cultural
tar&“ pm{eﬂs in communities
in Canada o

Against
the odds

PAT
WOODE

Last spring Sheridan College
formed a Commiltee that would give
suggeslions regarding a ques-
tionajre to be circulated to disabled
persons whithin the  regions  of
Halton and Peel.

Two lecal residenis, Andrew Tutly
of Georgetown and Ken Chappel of
Acton, sal on that commitiee as
representalives of the  Physically
Handicapped Citizens  Affiliation.
With the combined eofforts of this
group and the co-operation of those
who completed the guestionaire, sufl-
ficinnl need was determined to in-
troduce a new prograrn this fall that
is designed for physlcally disabled
adults who are capable of employ-
moent.

“"Breaking Barriers,’' has been sed
Lp 10 assisl one Lo explore career op-.
tions, determine appropriate educa-
tion and cmployment plans and
prepare for eniry inte & training pro-
Bram or employment. Carter ex-
plorations i cludes academic
testing, interest lesting, confidence
building, setling career goals, adap-
ting to the educational and employ-
rrent setting and job search techni-
ques, Keyboarding, as well as, mpth
and Engﬁsh are geared te {individual
levels,

The participants will be physically
disabled adults who are in receipt of
social assistance.  All applicanls
must have an inferview, be able o
rrovide their own personal care, be
abie to cope with a full tithe three
month program and be mativated to
scek  further  education and  Jor
employment, All fees are patd and
course malerials and supplics pro-
vided for eligible participants.

This 12-week  course beping  on
Monday, Nev. 16 and will run Mon-
day ta Friday 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the
Queen  Elizabelth Campus, Oakville
or Bramptlon Campus at
Mclaouphlin and Steeles. For further
details o an application form, eall
B45-3430 or B23-9730 extention 151, A
certificate is issued on completion of
the course.

On Oct. 21 at the Halton Hills
Library Board will be holding a
regular board meeting at  the
(reorgetown  Library and  Cullura)
Centre. One of the maln items on the
agenda will be o presentation by the
consultants whe are siudying the
issue of providing access to the Ae-
ton Library for handicapped
residents. Any wishing (o attend
should contact the library at
Hr1-2681. :

Cotrection: Last weeka column
regarding Assistlve Devices
gram indicated that ‘‘medjeal
flaases' wouald be covered.
“Glasses'" should have been

“ganses’’.
Youth campaign

Dear Sir:

We are writing to you lo ask for

Your help in publicizing our 19g7
recruitment campaign.

Canada World Youth offers i7 to 20

in:nr old Canadians the chance to

eamn about development In a cross
rogramme volun.-

nd in a developlng nation
in Alrica, Asia or Latin Americn,

All costs of the progromme are
cavered by Canada World Youth, ps
an attemnpt to make this programme
avotlable to all young people. This
year, we will be selecling about 125
participants from Ontatio,

Yours gincerely,
Carole Belgiorpio

Programme Officer
Ontario Kegional Office
(406) 922-07y6




