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Their Cutloo

A superb spokesman
for privatization

An unsoliciled audio tape arrived
tr the mail for me here recently,

It was o recording of a speech
made by Matdsen Pine, president of
the Adam Smith Institute in Londot
and an intellectual influence upon
Conservative Margaret  Thatcher’s
governmaent in the Uniled Kingdom

It was sent by the National
Citizens' Coalition ¢NCOY in Canada,
which lalely has been t the news for
s successful defence of mmdividual
liberty in the Mery Lavipne case

Queen’s
Park

ity Derek webson

Lavignue 'is o college teacher who
objected fo a portion of the umon
dues he pind poing Lo such unworthy
causes  as  supperling  the  ilegal
miners” striKe in Brtam that s, ace
tivities  uprelated (o collective
bargaintng). Lavigne., with the help
of the NCC, sued in court under the
Charter of Rights and won

I wns a notrow victory. in thal
Lavigne is et o member of lhe
union bul forced to pay dues under
the Hand formula. It seems dowbtful
a tegular union member could winn
the same argument.

But it waps that rare thing
nowadays, a triumph for the in-
dividunr against the group (in this
case, over the NDP elile who run the
Ontario Public Service Employces’
Unioni,

In any event, the tape was unac-
companied hi; a1 note or other ex.
planation of w rytl was sent,

1 thought of phoening and asking
why, but then said to myself, “no,
why don't I listento it {irst.’

Idld.

1t was great,

Pitie i5 a superb spokesman for
the “privatizalion'’ movement — the
transfer of both production and ser-
vice industries from government
ownership to the private sector,

It doesn't have many f(riends in
this counlry, where government
ownership seems to be endowed with
some kind of maral superiority.

Two’s aCrowd

(A a Conadian citizen 1T won
shares in Air Canada,’”” one jour-
nalist proudly told Pine  “Heally
Con vou sell hemn? ™ he asked )

Mind you. privatization doges et
some  unnamed  backdoor  support
here

Onlario’s  Liberal  povernmoent
PEACTINY Pave daway B peer cent o
the  Urban Transportabion and
Developpnenl  Corporatum T
whaty it fiest o catne o posces atnd ol it
could pet any ki of mones lor il Gt
Al waulo dump o= 29 per ocent ane
teresl i Suncor

PBul 1 ddeesn™t Dike b 1alk about gt
and would never cansider privatig
i any of it other holthngs D ad vou
knomw  Unlarto owned  an gavhine, o
rarbway, o televison pnetwark, o
lefephone company, a babk, more
housig! than any povite  Landlond,
and  ab elevtiely predochion and
thslribution  svslemn, ameng  nleh
t'i.‘ﬂ'.i

There 1sn'l space 1o repeal L
eounanny advantages ol privitea-
on e delinl, bt essenbially Hees
colme  dimn to eilicieney,  pricre,
avatlahility of captal and  respan
sivenesy 1o the public CFF s obvious,
for imstance, thal the perpose of the
Canadian past office s not to deliver
mail, but 10 keep poslal cmployees
in confortable, woll-paid jobs

Pirte notes  just  thee threat ol
privatizalion is probably worth a -
per-cenl gnun o preductivity o
dovermment firms  as  they  sinve
mightily to keep frecdam at bay

There i1s o non-economic  {ifth
reason thal Pirie dovsn’t mention,

Genuine  private ownerstip  dif-
fuses state power, s worthy a
political goal thal  extists. 1The
essentjal problem of pelitics 1511
poverly, nuclear war or whatever. |
15 power and how Lo restrict its use )

Monopalies, af course, remain a
problem whether in pgovernment or
private hands--but  the evidence
seemns clear they are meore respan
sive in privale than in state hands,
For one thing, they are scared of
falling into state hands,

Pirie sSees such monopoly
privatization as successful in Bri-
tain,

i listened to the tape once. Then 1
tistened to it again, 1 decided 1
wouldn't bother calling at all 1o find
why the NCC sent it to me They
mightl want it back.

Two's a Crowd

A patient bit him yesterday!

i

Thankless job for
war graves staff

By GLULHARDY
(linwn Hurenu
Thomann News Service

The hiving write o June Buck and
Pauletle Popowick in Seiarch of the
dead, the mussing or the sutlddenly
rememboered.

And frem a small suite it the East
Memorial  Building, the replies go
nul across North America Mast con.
tain a  cemetery plan with  a
pravesite carefully marked in red
tnk by Buck er Popowick.

Thits does the Commonwealth War
Graves Commission help people find
the resting place of relatives, friends
and comrades who died in two world
wars. The Commonwealth’s war
dead amount to 1.8 million men and
women, ancluding 110000 Canpa-
disns,

The commissien was created in
1957 by the British as First World
War casuaities began 1o reach horri-
fying levels, For the first time, a
concerted effort was made to bury
thee dead In properly maintnined
remeterics and to erect memorialg
ter those with no know graves,

Last year, the cnmmmission speni
approximately $32 million (Cdn.y to
maintain graves and memarials in
14 countries, including such  far-
flung  natinns s Arpgentina,
Bulparia, Fiji am!  Soviet  Union,
Most of its 1,300 employees are
predencys and craftsmen.

The Canadian agency, localed nit
for from Parlinment Hill, s respon.
sible far all of Narth America.

“We provide a free service of look-
ing up the burial location of anybod
from the Hrnitish {:nmmunwmllﬁ
from the First and Second World
Wars. We had over 2000 inquiries
fasi and it's steadily incremsing,”
snys John Gardam  assistant
secretary-general of the ageney .

The busiest limes are spring and
summer  as  Canadians plonning
vaciations overseas inguire shout the
locatiens of graves. And Buck or
Popowick cnnsult the regisier of the
war dead and lists of cemeleries 1o
assemble o briefl history of cach per.
Aons sacnifiee.

The J0th anmversary of the 13-Day
invasien of France beoupht o deluge
of such reguests in 198, as i the
13th anniversary of the 1eppe taid
“hiy year.

Gurdam wsees two olher  reasons
for the prowimp interesl tn the war
duad

VETS THAVELLING

“More and more Second World
War  wvelerans  are  retiring  ond
travelling, 5o lhey arc poing back
for the first time since the war and
they wanl to Jook vpp where their
friends are burried.”” he said in an
inlerview.

“The other thing is there's a
henonmienal, copontimng  interest  in
Pﬂmlly trees. Ever since the TV pro-
gram  Hools, prople have become
more and more interested in their
ancestors.”

Similar information is  provided
nboul Korcan War and acetime
military depths plibough this is, of-
ficially beyomidl  the  commission's
:-'.mﬁe. The stafl po that extro mile to
make il as ecasy as possible for the
war dead tp be remembered.

“"Hather than pgiving them the
burcaucratic  runaround, If we've
got the information, we provide it,”
Gradarn said.

The agency tends nol only  the
memarics bul the graves of the war
dend as well From spring until {all,
Giraham  amd  secretary-general
Mike Newell are rnnﬂtﬂntf}* o the
rend,  wvisiting  more than 3,000
cemeteries in Canada where 18,000
servicemen and servicewomin are
huried.

These military persoanel died at p
nearby buase or  were  killed
elsewhere in Conada and sent home
for buripl. Their graves are main-
lnined with a deveollon approaching
MeYETTRCe,

“Whal Mike and 1 do is clean up
the headstones. We carry a ¢leaning
kit and get down on our hands and
knees and scrub them clean hecause
we are only gring 1o see that stene
once every 10 years,” Gardam saied,

With just two men doing the
ficldwork, the agency relies on the
Raoyal Canadinn Legion,
mutticipalitiss  and other organiza-
tions o keep up appearances  bel
wren visits The apency also  has
maintenance sggreements will sorme
Hrcometeries across Cannla

M o beadstone s broken or miss.
myg, A bxal caompany s hired o on
stal! o replicement. Incorrect sprell-
tngs are changed.

Letters
Story lists
incorrect
fire code

Byear Sir.
e Woodstuve  Safely  Article,
Widnesday, September 23, 1987,

[ in wilk interest that | read your
article regarding wood  stove  in-
stadlativn and safely infermation in
list weck's Heal Eslate OQutlook ine
gl

To seve such articles now and apain
In the newspapers I8 very encourap-
ingd to Fue Prevenlion  Bureaus
Kuowing  that  somebody else
rcepmas the importance of  hiee
andd life safety s very rewarding and
satisfying

However, | leel T must deantify o
prece ol imformation which may fend
o nuslead  the  readers of  your
fraper

The two paragraphs al the end in-
dicating installotion must be in ac-
cordance with  guidelines  establish-
il hy the Natonal Fire Safety
Assactation INFPAYT is  an
Aamerican  Standard  nol  applieable
toCanatda

Seli! Fuel Burning  Applionces,
Equipmenl  and  their  installation
must e i accordance with a Cana-
dian Standard, namely CANI-
B365-MB4, "“Insiallaion Code for
S50lid Fuel Burning Appliances and
Equipment™ and Lhe Onlario
Building Code. )

Your assistance in clarifying thia
matter ¢ your readers if possible
wosld be very tnuch appreciated.

Sincerely,
David Ford,
Fire Prevention Officer.

Angered at
parking fine

Denr Sir:

In this day and age, 1 am very
plensed that there is n  growing
awareress o the needs of the
physicaily disabled; ie. Handicap-
podd Parking S5pots.

As a disabled person, it angers me
greatly when ab u-bndichﬁcﬂple usc
thase parking facilities. They usual-
ly da not getl caueght and fined {or it.
What happened to me on Oct. 2 tokes
Ibhe cake.

1 used the wheelchalr parking
spot  located behind Main St
downtown. When 1 returned Lo my
van [T was ticketed $25 for parking
there. The van has o wheelchair
slicker 1n plain view on the back win-
dow. Also T use my wheelchair when
driving, so there i%8 no seal on the
drvers side of the van,

I called the Hallon Regional
Police, Georgetown Ihvision, and
was tald to call the Town Hall, Park-
ing (Mlences Depl. | called there and
was fold that T had 1o come down in
person to the Town Hall with a note
from my Dr. proving that 1 am a
etadraplegic, You only bave to look
al me te see that I am handicapped.
15 1his not proff cnough? By comin
dJown wilth my doctor’s note I wou
then be registered as a handicapped

or in Halten Hegion, What if |
ived in another Hegion and [ was
st visiling Georgetown? Would |
w linble to pay the ticket just
beeause 1 parked my von in a spot
that T am intitled to?

The really stupid thing about this
w1 oean't even enler the Town Hall
lo prove any bandicap, nole or no
note, beenuse it s M wheel-char
aceessible,

{ne Sep Forward And Two Steps
Hack!

Yuurs truly,
1alph Borehnan




