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~ Mini skirts turn eyes to hosiery and shoes
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Long, lean and leggy. That's the
fashion trend as skirt lengths creep
upward.

Thanks to the renewed popularity
of the minl — its first stronp revival
dince the early 1970s — women have
been dressing short and sassy, from
Seventh Avenue to Main Street, USA.

Like it or nol, short skirts are back
te stay — at least for a while,

For fall, major designers on bhath
sides of the Atlantic have stepped uyp
the legpy look with cocktail dresses,
suits and simpie little wool skirts.
Yves Saint Laurept, Calvin Klein,
Donna Karan and many others have
raised hemlines from a conservative
2 inches above the knee to a gutsy 8 or
10 inches.

Previews of spring lines reveal the
same flascination with peekaboo leg
lengths. Why all the hoopla? Because,
in a word, il looks new.

Women who believe they must now
discard every skirt in their closets
and fret anew at their figures may be
protesting too much. While many
skirts arce being shown (and some
beught) ol 18-inch lengths, most that
are shipped to stores are a respect-
able 23 ta 2% inches

Short skirts — nol necessarily min-

are de rigucur.

Whatever length you arrive at,
knees are deflinitely showing this (all.
Women need to pay careful attention
to shoes and hosiery to pull off a suc-
cessful look,

I think that when you're dealing
with a short skirt, dressing the leg is
just as important as dressing the
body,” says Cathy Volker, vice presi-
dent of merchandising for Hanes
Hosicry.

Volker has several suggestions for
choosing appropriate hosiery to com-
pliment the new shorter skirts:

Hemember that opaque hosiery is
the rage for daytime and sheer is rec-
ommended for late-day and evening
looks. In both cases, black is the num-
ber-one seller ln the stores now, with
brown a close second.

“It takes time for a woman's eye to
becorne comfortable with seeing
shorter skirts again," Volker ob-
served, "and the casiest transijtion Into
short skirts |8 a monochromatic look,
where your hosicry matches the hem-
line of your skirt.”

When choosing patterns, go for the
subtler ones, like the new cables, her-
ringbones and stﬁpesi “Patternsarea
lat subtler than we've seen in the
past,” she sayn. "When you're bringing
that much focus to the leg with short
skirts, you don't want a pattern that
screams.”

Volker advocates choosing sheers
for evening, especially since the
newest dressy shoes are those with
high three-tnch heels.

When it comes to appropriate [eot-
wear for short skirts, designers are
fairly well divided botween Flats and
hecls,

“The destgners, in the main, have
made a staternent that higher heels
are the correct proportion for shori
skirts,” states Eli Footer, marketing
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By Polly Flsher

DEAR POLLY — Pve heard that
rnlied newspapers can be burned in
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DEAR M5, — Newspaper logs are
a good woy to recycle papers, and
they do provide a little extra fuel for
the fireplace. No special treatmeait Lo
the paper I3 needed.

Roll the papers ax tightly as possi-
hle, then tle with string ur twine, Use
only black and white newsprint. Color
comics and sdvertlsing gectlons and
Rlossy magatines should nol be

director aof footwear for both Anne
Klein and Yves Saint Laurcnt. “But
other designers, like Saint Laurent,
feet that flat and fow bheels are o cor-
rect proportion.”

As with skirt lengths, here a wom-
an's personal preference should be
her guideline. While black is the num-
ber-one selling coltor for any height,
Footer says that “the greatest de-
mand and the shortest supply” is for
black suede pumps with three-inch or
slightly higher heels.

Over-the-knee boots are another
hot alternative to wear with short
skirts, because they creale an unin-

BLACK is the lending hoslery color
for {all. These Hanes Diamood Arrow
hose with mock hlack team (anbout $6)
arce a flirty evening accompaniment
to a short skirt.

OVER-THE-KNEE boals are a pew
option for miniskirt aficionados. Don-
na Karan's brown sucde boois retail
for about $775.

terrupted visual line from hem to
foot. Extra-high boots were strongly
suggested by Klein's and Karan's day-
time fashions, These extra-long suede
leg coverings can run to around $450
at Anne Klein and %795 at Calvin
Klein; Maude Frizon's walst-high
rapa leather boots are about $950.

“We think that over-the-kneg¢ boots
appeal to an attitude, not an age,’™
says Phyllis Johnson, director of
trend merchandising for Dayten Hud-
son's 34 department stores.

"Any woman who s self.confident
and has a sense of adventure can car-
ry short skirts and over-the-kpee
boois. The look is new and fun (o
wear. And, hopelully, that's what our
business is all about.”

POINTERS

burned. Chemicals In the colored Ink
can glve off toxic fumes.

I'm sending you a copy of my news-
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most out of your Freplace or wood-
hurning stove as well as ways to save
coergy with regular heating systems
and Wwith appliances. Qihers who
would like n copy of this issue should
send $1 for each copy to POLLY'S
POINTERS, io care of this newspa-
per. "0, Box 23E63, Cleveland, OH
44101-5863. Be sure o include the ti-

tte. — POLLY




