Weekend trips are -

popular getaways

By VINUENT EGAN
Travel Cidumnist
Thomson News Service

Gol the post-Labor Day blues® The
sinking feeling that you will be stuck
al home, not to iravel until summer
comes around again®

The tradition used tn be thal Cana
dians would cram their vacations in-
to the period belween May 24 and the
first weekend in Seplember, then
hibernate,

Changed, oll  changed  Tudav's
travel junkies can't make do with
anly ene mojar annual trip to some
exotic  destination, followed hy 11
months of viewing their slides.

The cure {ur off-scason depression
is the weekend trip - with the defini
Lion of “weekend” being left open.

The trend in travel today -- outside
of the peak summer scason, just
ended 15 toward nulhiple  pet-
aways of lwo, three or even four
nigthts

This constitutes almost o revolu
tion -~ awhiting scholarly investign-
lion by socialogists rem 1he
customs of only a gerneration or two
age, when  weekends were  con-
sidered to be a period solely [ar rest
and recuperation from  the labors
and exortions of the working week.

TIMES A-CHANGING

Here are some of the {actors that
have ushered in the cra of the
weekend mini-vacations:

—Work i3 less  demanding.
physically. than it was before the ad-
vent of computer-assisted manuface-
luring and the like. Therefore, many
people have more energy o spend on
weckend activilies,

—Paradoexically, job  respon-
sibilitics make it difficull for many
people to lake on entire week off
work. Weekend gel-aways are a
feasible alternative

—Public-secter workers such a3
policemen, firemen and wurban-
transit ¢mployces have high in-
comes (especially when overtime is
included) and flexibility in  work
schedules.  Fravei  agents  regard
people in such oceupations as some
of their best clients for frequent,
relatively short trips.

—In a broader sense, real incomes
are higher than in the past, and
mmuch  higher in the financial in-
dustry becouse of the five-year-old
stock-market  boom.  Travel  has
became a favered way ul spending
excess disposable incume. Canadian
unemployment is at the Jowest level
in [ive years.

—-Pcrhn?ﬁ most tmportant of all,
the travel industry has created o
wide atray ol attractive short-ferm
“packapes™  itravel, accommoda-
tinn or bath) for the weekend vaca
tioner '

HAHAMAS BHEAK

One of the maost popular and most
accessible off-shore destinatiaons  for
a  mini-vacation is the Babamas.
Toranto-based  Thomson  Vacations
has pioncered the concep! of three
night sojourns  iheginning
Thursdays! and four-night (from
Sundays) for Cangdians il resoris
an ent: of the "family 15lands’ of the
Rahamas. Thts fall 31 will intreduce
sed ernses of  similar duration
amonge the Boabamian  slands,
originating and lterminnting in  the
capital city of Nassan.

The same tour organizer, as well
as Carnusel, will be affering  get-
aways of three or four nights 1o Las
Vepas, Nevada, slarting this menth,
at inclisive prices as low a5 $359 poer
persont. las Vegas is primarily
Fﬂmhling centre, nlso  noted  for
nvish entertainment atl its  glitzy
hotels,

On the Toromto-Vancouver route,
for example, the return fare for such
a woeekend would be nnlf’ 5379 Bul
nate that bookings must be made at

feast 2 days before deparlure, the

ticket must be within seven days of

bookings und there is a $100 penally
for cancellution WIDE VARIETY

Any  well informed  travel  agent
can steer clients e o lengihy tist of
weekend  packupes vspecinlly ol
U5 destinations such s New Yark
and  Washinglon hearingd
relalively low price and ineluding at
feasl airfare and hotel accommodat
wn,  although ofllen including  such
extras  as  some  or  all  meals,
welcome  coucklatls, use  of  lennis
courls  or  other  recreatlional
facililivs, a car or perhaps o cor-
rental diseount

lf you prefer Lo trovel on your own
when you lake a weekend break, be
sure {eo inguire abaout  discounts on
aecomadation. The more  luxurious
the hotel, the preacr the weckend
discount is likely Lo be -- as much os
65 per cent, for example, al Inter
Cantinental Hotels' suites thal are in
heavy demond on week nights by
expense-account clients,

It 1sn’t thal the holels, airlines apd
car-renlers become excessively
generous between Friday and Mon-
day morninps.

NOW OR NEVER

Raother, it's because those people
who Iravel on buysiness during the
week nodurally head for the com-
[orts of hoeme on the weekend, leav-
ing airplanes, hotels and restaurants
relatively empty and rental  cars
idie. Whatever return can be earned
by serving and feeding the weekend
traveller is better than nothing.

Researchers say lhat same aof the
biggest users of weekend  travel
Bargoins  ineclude corpoerate
travellers exlending  their  business
irips to take advantage of recrea-
tional opporiunities at the far-away
city. single people over 30, relired
couples  filling their leisure time;
and tin contrast) people who are ex-
remely  busy  bul nevertheless
recofntze the need for o relaxing
hreak from the daily gEringd.

As with longer vavations, wecekend
travel arrangements can be upset -
by increasingly commen  flight
duelays, baggage losses and the like
But they offer an unusueal opportuni-
ty 1o see interesting new places
relatively  modest cost - and Lo
return to loane and 1o work beefore
the inevitable onset of boredaom

Canadian money
accepted at par

Hotels”  three  Nasxsay
resarcts  are  encouraging  Canadian
rurism by accepling  Canadian
dollars at par value with Bahamian
e 115 dollars for all food and
beverape purchases amd  selecled
amenities through Dee. 19, [9R7.

The three hntels Cable Beach
Hotel and Casino, The Hoyal Bat-
mian Hole! and Villas and Wyndham
Amnbaszador Heach Hotel - are ae-
cepting Canadian dollars at par Jor
loxf and beverage purchases at all
théir  restaurants  and  lounges;
greens fees, carl, equipment reptal
and merchandise at  the  18-hole
Cable Beach Holel Golf Club, tennis,
racquetball and squash court fees,
equipment rental ad  merchandise
al the Cable Beach Hatel Sports Cen.
tre; lagndry and dry cleaning and
ol lelephone calls. Ench hotel pise
IS nl.’ferin!n;
hour, with Deverages costing just 94
cents (U5 /Bohamas) each,

The program applies only fo items
charged (o the guest’s room, and
poymenl musl be in Canadian cur-
rency or_  Coanadian  traveler’s
checks. [t does not apply te room
rates, tax and grawities, food and
hevernge purchases at lhe Cable

Wyndhain

UNIVERSITY WOMEN’S CLUB OF GEORGETGWN

PRESENTS

SUPER SUNDAY SERIES

At The Joha Elliott Theatre

{Halton Hills Cultara! Centrey

FAMILY ENTERTAINMENT
SPECIAL SEPTEMBER PRICE

On Sale At Geargetown Fabrics,
Penniesworlh
OrCall; 677-4786 ar B77-1575

FEATURING:

Varcouver Wind Tro

Hov. 1, 1987
1:30 and X:3D

Bob Schneider
Jan. 17, 3938
130 and }3:10

Tickets *10.00 (FOR THE SERIES)
112 .00 (AFTER SEPT. 30, 1987)

Toy Town Troupers
March 26, 1988
1:10 and 2:30
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Meel me at the fatr, Communi-
Ay fairs are popular cvents on
Prince Edward Island, N is o
time of color and pageantry when
residents turn out to cxhibit the
products of their labors, visit
with neighbors and enjoy the

P i
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festivities. Dozens of caommunity
celebrations are slated each sum-
mer {rom Moy to Seplember,
focusing on  themes such  as
sgriculture, fishing and Acadian
heritage, For visitors it is an o

portunity to make new f(rien

and share Islond trodition and
culture. When Islanders talk
about ‘down home pgood limes',
commmunity fairs are at the top of
the list! (P.E.I.. <Canada,
Gord Johnston photo)

Beach Casing, walersports, leng-
distance tele ¢ calls and lesson
foes nt the golf and tennis pro shops.

The pregram iz avallable through
the Canadian wholesale companies
of Air QCanada, Americanada,
Cuprice Holidays, i
Alr/FPreasure Tours, Golf Helidays,
Colf Vacations, Holidoy House, Koy
Tours, Pro-Vae, Sunguest Vaocotions
und Thomsoen Vacations,

All three hotels are localed on
Nassau's beaotiful Cable Beach and
offer o wide range of vacation ox-
periences. The 700-roem  Cable
Beach Hotel and Casino is the total
resort deslination, the  170-room
loyal Bahaminn Hotel and Villas is
0 lexurivus, upscale retreal, and the
Wi-room Wyndham  Ambassador
-Beach Hotel is a pupular hotel being
transftormed  into 8 “brand new
hotel”' by a $4.5 million renovation

a weekly Canadian happy
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BUY 1
GET 1
FREE
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GET READY FOR

DR. W.B. FOLEY

Optomaetrist

WISHES TO ANNOUNCE THE RELOCATION OF
HIS OFFICE AND FULL TIME PRACTICE TO:

- Sulte 101
83 Mill Street,
Georgetown, Ontario
L7G 5E9

873-2077
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FALL
WITH
EORGETOWN FAB

Georgetown Market Place
(Beside Delrex Smoke Shop)

' 877-2477




