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Qutlock on Lifest

Baha’is reach out with peace initiative

Faltor's note: Membern of  the
Bako'i tatth e Halton  FUHs ap-
proached the Herald about printlng
four articles abuut peace in Outlook,
This the third In the serjes.

Introduction

Une of the fundamental objectives
of the Haha't fuith is the establish-
ment of world peace within  the
framework  of  unifjed, sparitually
enlightensd new world erdes.

The Umiversal House of Justice,
the international poverning  coungil
of the Baha'i faith, has Lwnched
new initiative for peace and Baha'i
communities areund the world have
responded  with  enthusism  The
Bahais are eager o provide op-
pertunities for soncerned people o
their commumties to discuss issnes
relating to peace 1 open. positive
and effective ways  Responses are
warmly invited. if vou wish a [ree
copy of the peace message write
Baha'i, Box 91, Georgetown or phone
HiB-6124,

The primary question ta be resoly-
¢d 15 how e present world, with s
entrenctsd pallern of conflict, can
changie oo world o which harmom
and co-operation will irevinl

World nrder van be founded only
en an unshakeable conscioustess o
the oneness of mavkind, o sparitual
truth which all the human species,
albeit mfinitely varisd i the secon.
dary aspects of life Hecongnitom ol
this truth requires abandontienl of
prejudice - prejudice ol every
I-:imf—- race, class, colour, cresd, na-
tion, sex, degree of matenal civibiza,
bian, everything which enables peo.
ple o consider themselves SUPCTIOT
tuathers.

v

Aveeptance  of  the  oneness o
ookl oy the first Funoarmental
prerequisite for revrpaaizoahion  and
adnmstration of the world as one
counlry, the home of humankind
Limiversal  aceeptance  of  this
spiritual principle is essential to :mi,'
suctessful - atlempt 1o establish
warld peace. [t should therefnre tw
unversilly  proclaimed, taught  in
schouls, and  constantly asserted i
every nation os preparalion for Lhe
orgatie change in the sitructure of
seciety which it implies

In the Baba'i view, recognition ol
he oneness of mankind “calls for na
less than the reconstruction and the
demiitanization of the whirle civiliz-
ed  world--a  woarld  organically
unified an 4l the oessentia aspects of
1ts life, its political machinery, s
spiritual  aspirabion,  ds  trade  and
finance. s senpt and lmguage, sl
yeb bt i the diversity of the ng.
Bapal  characteristtes af o s
fascderriited umts

Elaborating  the ampheations o
s pivolal principle, Shogtn Bifen.
. the Guardum of the Babuio Finth,
Comtmented an 19310 that M are (romg
e ol the subyersion of the ey
g toundations of sociels 1 seeks
fe broaden ats bisies oo peniold 1ts
sittulanes o ETtainbney R IR ETN T RYS
with The needs of an ever changing
world 0 can canthiel Jathy o
lrgtonale allegratices. nor ean gt
uridernnne essenbial tovaines, Jos
purpose s meather to o siafle the
(ame of o sane  and itellipent
palrintistn o mien's hearts, nor te
abalish - the  systomm of  nahengl
autotomy o essential of the evils of
vxeessive  centratization  are g e
avorded 1t does oot agpore, por does

it attempt to suppress, the diversily
of ethnical origins, of climate, of
history. of languape and tradition of
thought and labit, that differentiate
the peoples and nations of the world
It calls for a wider loyalty, for
lavger aspiration than any that has
antmated the human race. 1t nyists
upon  the subxicdination of pational
impulses and  inferests to the -
perative clims of o untfied world, 1t
repudiates  excessive  centralizaling
o one hand, and disclaims all at-
lenpls o unifarmity on the ather
s watchword is untty in dtversily
The avhievement of such ends e
quires several stapes in 1he adjust
ment of mahanal political attiudies,
which now verge on anarchy i the

—absence of clearly  defined laws or

umversally  accepled  and  en-
barevable  principles cipulating  the
relationslups  between natmns,  The
Leapue of Noabwns, the United Na
bis, aned many orpanieations  and
agreements prodoced by thern bave
unmw:«»hu:mh]} Heen helpful in ot
lenuatg o of  the
fects of nternationad conllicls, bl
thes  hive shown Themselves
capabile of presenting war Indecd,
there oo baen seores of wars simee
thi vodl ol the Second World War
SEHHINHT (IR U HTUTIY

The predominant aspects of  thas
problemn bad already emerged in the
nineleenth century whaen
Haba'u'llah fiest advanced  hys pire
pasals for the establishiment of warld
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prace. The principle of  collective
security was propounded by him in
stalements addressed to the rulers
of the world Shoghi Effendi  com.
mented on his meaning: "What else
coald these weighty wonis sigmfy,”
he wrente, *if they rﬁtl not poinl to the
inevitable curtailment of unfetiercd
natisnal svereignty as an indispen-
sithle preliminary o the farmation
of the future Commonwealth of all
the natwns of the world” Sonie form
of a world super-stale must needs be
evolved, in whose favour afl the na.
tions of the world will have witlingrly
ceded every clium 1o make war, cer-
lain rights to impase 1axation and ol
rights to maintiun urmmiments, ex.
cepl Tor purposes of maintaiptnge in-
lertial order within their Fespective
dominions. Sueh o slate will have to
melude within s orbit an Interna.
tenal Exveutive adeguare (e enforee
suprems and ynehallenpeable
authortty  an evers  recalCitrint
member  of the commenwealth, -
World Parlienent whose  meimbaers
shall Be eleeted by thie pusople (n ther

Fespectinge: countries amt whose elee-
ton shall be conhirmed by their
Fispeclive  povernmments,  and  p
supreme Tribuniad whose Judpernent
will have o binding ofleet even
surh cases where the parlies  con-
cormaqt tlid not vouluntanly apree to
sibwrnt Ther cases 1o ils considera-
Leoorn

CA warld commanity n o which all
veonorte barrers will have  been
permanently  demohshed and the in
ferdepemdenee of camtat and labour
definilely recogtueed: an wheh the
chinimour of religious fanaticisin and
strite widl have been forever stilled,
i which the flhane of racial animasi-
ty will have been finally extimguish
e which o simgle eode of interni.
honal taw  the producel of the con-
sidered  judgement of the world's
federated  representatives- the  pro-
duct of the considered judpement of
the federated representatives--shal)
have as ats sanction the instant and
vivereive intervention nf the combin-
e Torees of the federated nmits, and
finallv o wosld community in which
the: fury of o capricous and mplitan
natioumabisi will  have heen
fransmuted e an alndimpe con-
seusness ol werld  citizen-
ship- such andecd, appears, in its
hrosudest outhne,  the  wder an
ticipaied by Haha'wllah, an Order
that shalt come Lo be reganded as the
fatrest frait of o slowly  maturing
ape

The . inplementation of these fap-
reaching measures was indicated by
Hahauw'llabe: “The lne must come
when the amperative necessily  for
the  holding of o wvasl, an  all-
tinhracing  assemblape of men will
be universally realized. The rulers
and kangs of the varth must necds at-
tend it amd,  parlcipating in its
deliberations,  must  consider  sanch
wiays and means as will oy the foun
datiens of the world's Greal Pegee
atnonpst men ™

The courage, the reselution, the

pure mobve, the selfless Inve of one
prople for another  ail the spirituat
and maoral qualities required for af-
(eeting Whis momenlous slep towards
prace are focused on the will 1o aet,
And it s towards  arousing  the
necessary valition that carnest con-
sidleration must be given 1o the reali-
ly of man, namely, his thought, To

understond the relevance of this po-
tent reality is also to appreciate the
social  necessity  of actualizing its
unique vatve throwgh candid, dispas-
Sienate jand cordial consultation, and
of acttng upon 1he results of this pro-
cess,  Baha'u'llab  insistently  drew
attention to the virtues and indispen-
sability of consutation for nrdering
human affairs. He smd: “Consulta-
tion bestows preater awareness and
lronsmutes ecoecture  into cer-
titude 1t is a shining light which, in a
dark  warld, leads  the way  and
puides. For everything there ix and
will continue to be o station of
perfection and maturity.  The
matturily of the gift of understanding
15 made manifest through consulta-
tion "'

The very attempl to achieve peace
through the copsultalive action he
proposed  can  rejease  sueh o
salutary spirit ameng the people of
the earth that no power cuuld rodise
the Ginal, triumphal outcome,

Conevening  the  procceedings  for
this wuarld sathening, *Abdu'l-Iaha,
the zon o1 Baba o lith and authoriz.
te alerpreter of hus teachings, of -
fered  these  insiphts: "“They must
make the Couse of Peace the alyject
of peneral consultation, ane seck by
Lvery - means  in their power  to
vstablish a Union of the nations of
the world, They must eonclude o bin-
ding lrealy ang eslablish a2 cove-
nant, the provisions of which shall be
sound, inviolahle and definite, They
must proclinm it ta all the world and
ubtain for it the sanction of all the
humnan rice. This supreme and no-
e unaderlaking -the real source of
prace  and  well-being of  all  the
world—should  be  reparded  as
sacred byvoall thae well on earth Al
the forees ot sumamts must be
mobitzsd W ensure 1he stability amd
prrmanenee of  this Most Gresod
Covenanl T thiy all-cmbracing
Pact the limits and frontiers of each
an - every nation should be clearly
hxed, the principles underlying the
relatinns of  governments  towards
ane anather  definitely  1aid  down,
and afl international  agreements
andd obligations aseertained. In like
manner, the size af the armaments
of  every  government  should be
strictly loniled. for if the prepara-
Hohs for war and the mililary forees
of any nation should be atlowed to in.
crease, they will arouse the suspi.
cior of  others, The fundamental
principle  underlving  this  solemn
“act should be so fixed 1hat if any
rovernment iater vielate any one of
s provisions, all the governments
on earth should arise {0 reduce it tn
utter  submission. nay  the human
race as i wholr should resolve, with
vy power ot s disposal, 1o
dextroy that  povernment,

With all the ardour of our hearts,
we appeal to the leaders of all na-
tirns to seize this opporiune moment
and take irreversible steps o con-
voke this world meeting, All the
forces ol bistary tmpel the human
race lowards  this  act which  wil]
mark for ali the dawn of its lonp.
awailed mulurity.

Wil nol the Umted Nations, with

the [ull supfmrt af 1ts membership,

rise to the high purposes aof such
Crowning owvent?

let men and women, youth and
children  everywhere recegnize the
clernial merit of this imperative gc-
lirm for all peoples amd “([l up their
voices im willing assent. Indeed, 161 6y
be this peneralion that Inatpurates
this glarious stage in the evalution af
sacial life on the planet.

Don’‘t Miss Out...

GREEK NIGHT

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 3/87

® 3orving the finest cu..ne in Greek Food & Wines

* Enjoy tho sound of Live Music

* Be part ol our traditional plate hreaking
Rozerve Now — Limited Sanating

Cornar of Hwy, 7 {Gualph 51.)
& Mountalnvlew Rd. 5., Goorgstown

A NIGHT TO REMEMBER!
m




