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Art as investment [resacrowd

1S risky business

Quality in art is an eclusive thing,
Trying to define it can drive you
around in circles, as rooders of the
best-selling Zen and  the Art of
Motorcyele Maintenance will recall.

Your
Business

1y

Husiness Analvat

Preaple who buy art as an invest-
ment are lreading on  dangerous
ground. Beauly may be in the eye of
the beholder, but commercial value
is not s0 subjeclive. And with art
fraud a booming businesy, the old
esthetic question has taken on a new
meaning: [ may be nice, but is it
arl?

Collectors  say quality can  be
found in the fineness of the wark, the
mood it creates and the fecling it
evakes in the viewer,

“A great artist draws you in and
holds your f{ascination and Keeps
calling it back,” Kenneth Thomson,
chairman of Themsen Newspapers
Lid., told me once Mr. Thomson is
an ardent collector.

“"Buy something you leve” he ad
vised. "I you are gaoing to collect,
buy the best.” This poses a problem
for most of us. The best s usually

well  beyend  ovur  means  Thal's
where the hucksters come in

Art  fraud takes tmany  forms
Somelimes, shrewd  dealers  make

good-quality reprikduciions nf
famous pamtings and ask the artist
to sign them. The dealers then sell
them 10 the public for an ootrageous
price. 1

These may be classy posters, bul
they are not! worth muech maney, In
fact, they are not really  posters,
since poslers  usually  advertise an
event. Heal posters can be good ol
lectibles al you don't pay teo tnuch
for them

Fortunately, thos scam s pelalive-
Iy easy 1o spol. All you peed to b
able 1o do 18 tell an ol paintling from
a picce of paper When you pay $X
for o print of the Mona Lisa, or ex.

“Two’s a Crowd

DIANNE MALEY

ample, vou Kknow for sure you're nnt
gelting the real thing, no matler who
siEns il

Yet some people do gel bilked this
wity. They know they pre getting
~eproductions. They just don't knaw
how little they nre weorth. As limited
edition  colleclibles, reproductions
can vommand anywhere from  $200
to 31,000, withou! being oulrapeous.
HBul for $1.000 you can buy something
better.

Oniginal prints offer ap affordable
alternative to aib  paintings  and
waler celors. Proints, which inciude
lithographs, serigraphs,  woodeuly
and ctchings, are recognized as art
If the color, regisler and clanty are
net {0 an ariist's liking, be may ad-
jusl the plates or screeps and prind
another.

Although prints can be made in the
hundrids, each s censidersed  an
original because the artisl makes
them ull,

Unfortunately, pnnals are easy to
fake An artist may do o charcoal-
like sketch on o lithographic stone
and run off a hundred copies. The
work will resemble a sketeh

Someone else may then take one of
these lithographs and reproduce i
photomechanicadly. 1t can hard 1o
wll one of the origingd multiple
copies from a machine-made one.

This points to an abvigus guestion
Why are lithographs catled
“original’’ at all, if so many of them
are peeled off one slone™ Questions
like this annoy the art world

The reason, they say. is that the
artist has control over the quality of
the lithographs He or she has no
cantrol over o copy run throurh o
Xerox machines in the creative pro-
eess Bul if they make only ane copy,
ib s still nrigimﬂ it

The furriness of the definition has
mate it hard for the police and the
eodrts to nadl down ortishie bailer-
reom aperators The buyver must be
conttntally on guard

There are a lew things you can do
I probect yoursell T someane ealls
¥l oft the telephone with o paood
deal in original prints, hang up I a
print monger comes to your local
shopping madl, don’t pay any more
for a preture than you would at g Tur
niture or depart ment store

By BILL BUTTLE
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Book Review

One Woman’s War

By JEANNETTE URDAS

Celadys Amold has written o book
that net only is an absortang aceount
of her warlime experiences, but an
exploration of what ot means to be
Canadian,

(ine Yoeman's War: A Capadlan
leporier wllh  the  Frre  French
(James Loarimer amd o, 222
pagest, s also o reflection, more
than 40 years later, on the meaning
of the Secon World War and the ex.
lent of Allied achiovements, 11 g5
well writlen, tnfarmaotive and woarth
reading on all three counts .

sent o Paris in Oclobqer, 1U3y, by
The Canadian Press, she witnessed
the sudden invasion of Franve by the
Germans in the spring of 1930, and
the reaction of lhe French popula
lion to the betrayal of their leaders
As o woman, she cauld nat cover
peditical o military  assignmoents
She was nol, for example, perontied
b wisit the Magimot Line before the
German  invasion ™ Deeause no e
would  asswme responsibilily  for o
waoman on one of these trips. Her
contacts in the main were with the
civiliun populntion and, o8 a resut,
she writes about the many faces of
war we do npil ordinanly scve. This
unique vaplage point cambines with
her humanity, idealism and compas.
sion 10 creale o rich and compelling
narrative,

Un the road {reem Paris 1o Tours,
she was able to observe the behnvior
of long lines of refupees fleving the

Nazi accupallon. Later, she met the

everydny people of England, who
responded  with heartfell  sympathy
to her descriptions of the sufferings
of the French -- at i time when they
lhemselves  were  threatened  with
bombardments and  possible  inva.
sion. She believes that pol enouph at-
tention has heen paid to the grenl
spiritunal quniities and fartitude of
the: ordinary people in times of crisis
and osks: “Who are the real heroes”
And where are they honored? "
DAIRKER S1DiE

While war brings oul unexpecled
heroisin in many, it's aiso o selting
in which the durker side of bBuman
mature can flourish O the road o
Tours, i e midst of the refugees”
deprivation and Tatigue, Eleanor, in
whose car Arpeld s travelling, is im-
mensCly preoccupied with lhe safely
i an enormeus kol bos, eramined
willh mearly o doven  mapgnilieent

hats with famous labels, Lo the point
where she protests against picking
up two young children wha were ob-
vieusly  exhausted and unable to
make the rest of the journey on foot.

Similarly, on the [uich ship that
toak her framn France to England,
Amold matde Lhis coustic observa-
tion 1 her antebook: ““The rich an
board demand and  expect
rverything. They ate unwilling Lo
give up the food they have to the
wounded lying below ™

she was one of the firsl joumalists
ta interview Free French  leader
Charles de Goulle and was  im-
mediately  won over o the Free
Freneh cause. (While same ¥rench
nationals  jeined the ¥Free French
forees and  fought © alengside  the
Alhes, athers supported the Viehy
governtnenl, which abeyed the Ger-
man  invaders t O her return to
Canada, she became assoviated with
the Free French infarmalion service
it Queber Then, in October, 14T,
she resigned from Canadian Press 1o
wark for the service full-lime n 0L
tiwa, as its contacl with all of
English-speaking Canada

In Quelwe, Llhe service had to
vounteraet . Vichy  propagonda and
appeids n e name of Marechal Pe.
taitt, which were pounng inte  the
province in an altempt to discredit
lhe Free French forces Nozi com-
mentatars  played on lhe  am.
bivalencee and apeold fears of the
French-Canadiang,  whe had  had
unhappy relations with lhe English
and had been taeghl by their church
to be suspicious of an anti-elerieal
France, According $o the German.
controlled. Radio-Vichy, the revoly-
Hon had led France down n false
rﬂth for more than o ceatury and §
ialf, and Ged had chosen the Nazis
te bring Franee 1o her knees and
restore hee moral character!

LINDERSTANDING

Arnold’s long associntion with the
Freach led her to an new understan-
ding and appreciation of hesself as a
Canadian, The paoa and griel of her
trench colleages whe had losl their
country bedped her discover who she
wis and  where her responsibilities
iy i the folure

jeanpette Urbak, o speclalist  in
Quehee  literature,  is currenily
lenching ol Gledins College, York
Vinbe ersity, Torunta,
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No-fault

not FAIR
to disabled

The Committee for Foir Action in
Insurance Heform (FAIR)  was
founded to address the concerns that
surraund a no fzult car insutranece
scheme for Oniario.

Debale has been enpeing about
this iasue for some months while the
Kavernment of Ontario has under-
taken several injtiatives to protect
drivers {rom escalating outo in-
surance premiums. These measures
are to insure that premiom rates are
capped and a Hate Review Board is
to determine reasonable rates for
auto insurance.

The insurance companies want n
no-faull system but FAIR belleves
this is pot [air to you - the injured
victim. They claim we already have
4 pood basic no-fault plan which
pays the viclim income replace-
ment, miedical and death beneflts,
regardless of fault, and takes na
righls away from anyone,

The FAIR commillee states thot
under the no-foult plan, mast inno-
cent victims would be denied com-
Pcn.*iﬂtiun for items like pain and suf-
ering, less of enjoyment of life, in-
converience, or unforseen deteriora-
tion of their condition. One would
loose the right te go to court and thal
means o insurance company would
simply impese o settlement upon the
victim. Compensation would depend
an a thart. The loss of a finger would
be worth the same 10 a pianist as it
would to a singer. The guilty driver
cold be treated the same as the in-
nocent. FANIL argues that a sysiem
thut {rcats the innocent no tler
than the guilty is no solution in On-

laris.
Against
the odds

PAT

tiow does it affect vour pocket-
book? FAIR says that under a no
fautt system, premioms could be
based on an Onlarie average, The
good drivers could end up subsidiz-
ing the bad and drivers who have dif-
liculty  obtaining alferdable  in-
surince wWill have an easier time got-
ting back on the read,

Accidents  cause great  suffering,
walenged disabihity, and the loss of
oved ones. The FAHG commiitee
nrpes yoeu  to cansider the conse
quences nf the propesidd changes in
auto insurance and take action now
In assure  hat  real chanpe  and
responsible reform cone aboul.

Halton Cable 4, Agninst the Odds,
witl fealure Allen Fatrar, a member
of 1"AIR, as a guest for the Ocilober
shows. Tune 1n Wednesday the 7th or
Thursday the 2nd at 7 p m
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