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Homeowners beware
of driveway firms
- with cheap deals

Ontarie homeowners are being warned to be
wary of driveway paving companies offering
rack bottom prices.

In particular, government officials caution
cansumers o be on the walch for travelling
salespeople waving bargain banners and hitting
entire neighborhoods wilh high pressure sales
pitehes for driveway paving services,

“It's like & comival escending on the com-
munily, as these salespeople pop from house to
house, trumpeting news of fabulous prices and
drumming up business [rom homeowners who
don't have any desirc or need {or drivewny

Irs,"”” says Roberla Allan of the Ontario
Ministry of Consumer and Commercial Hela-
tions (MCCR). "“The worst thing is that the
prices offered are usuallgetﬁtull}' unrealistic and
the jobs cannol possibly be done well at such low
cost.”’

Reputable pavers claim their unethical
counterparts quote prices that are even lower
than ithe base cost of o proper job before allowing
for profits. To muake money, \hese firms may
skimp on materials and cul cormers, leaving
custoiners with inferior driveways, Allan says.
Some are outright con artisis who only stay
areund long enough to collect hundreds of dollars
In deposits, disappearing before work begina.

In a continuing effort to protect Ontarie con-
sumets and put disreputable companies out of
husiness, the ministry has published a set of
guidelines ogtablished in  cooperation with

itustry members, Emphasizing the
caution about door-to-door sellers, MCCR's
Residential Driveway Paving Fact Sheet also ex-
platns how to choose a good company, what to in-
clude in contracts and how Lo arrange payments.

"For example, it's absolutely vital to keep
deposits to 10 per cent at the most,'” Allan ex-
plains. **You should also be sure to gct a least
three quotes from reputable companies, Finding
a {ew good firms may involve getting recommen-
dations or checking with lpeal business assocla-
tlons. Whatever it takes to find a relinble con-
traclor, it's worth the effpet.” :

To help consumers better undersland what

they should be buying, the fact sheet explaing the
differences between regrading, resurfacing and
excavalion work. Materials used by pavers ore
discussed In terms of quality and quantity.

““In most cases, a good driveway is made up of

six inches of compacted base stone, toped with
two inches of compacied asphalt - grade HLI is
best for most purpeses,”  Allan says. ““The
amounts of matenals may vary slightly with the
type of fob. If vour cxisling base is net being
removed, base stone won't be mentioned in the
contracl.””
_ However, before signing any contract, be sure
it lists all materials to provided, stipulating
“depth aoffer compaction,” says the consemer
expert.

By simply omliting the words *“aflter compac-
tion” unethical companies moy get away with
providing less than the required amounts of
stone or asphalt. Aecording to Allan, this scam iy
Lhe source of profits for many bad operators and
the cause of problems {or many unwary con-
SUMers.

The paving facts sheel nlse provides informu-
tion on campletion times, care of new driveways,
symptoms of poor workmanship, warranties, the
use of soil sterilants to combal weeds and other
details homeowners should understand before
hiring a contracior.

"“You're just askirg for major headaches and
expense il you gel inte a paving job without deoing
the necessary research,” says Allan.

Residents who fecl they have been misled by a
company should contact the nearest Consumer
Services Burcau of the ministry,

Paving contracts arrang
be cancelled by sending a registered letter to the
company wilhin two clear working days of the
signing date, _

Te obtain a (ree copy of the Residential
Dniveway Paving Fact Sheet, conlact the Con-
sumer Information Centre, 555 Yonge 5t., Toron-
to, Or :ario M7A 2H6 -- 1416} 963-1111 or tol) free
al 1-800-268-1142, Ontario residents with an 807
orea code may coll the 416 number cellect.

it your home can

- Be prepared beginning
your home renovations

Homeowners planning renovations can  pet

started on the tight fooling by researching: ihe
work involved In the job before hiring a company
tacarvy 1t out. : ' :

There are many sources of information on
renovations. Explanalions of consiruction
technlques could be ag handy as the local library,
although advice on certain topics such as new
bullding materials, may prove elusive without a
bit of detective work.

“But dust off your Sherlock Holmes cap ond
you'll find it was worth the effort,”” says Roberta
Allan of the Ontario Ministry of Consumer and
Commercial Relations (MCCR), “Too many Eco—
ple think only do-it-yoursellers need 1o know how
renovations are done. Then they lind themselves
unable to deal effectively with contractors or
tradeapeople  because they don't understand
-what's going on. |

"“"This frustrates everyone, can cause expon-
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stvie misunderstandings and also makes the cen-
sumer a prime larget for unelhical contractors. ™

In addition to indenlifying the mapjor steps in-
volved in the job, homeowners should be sure
they understand all their Jopnl responsibilities [n
lerms of conilrncls, permits, payment schedules,
insurance and ather issues, Allan says.

ANl Onlario residents have aceess to the fallow-
ing sources of information on home renovations.
I{ these people can't help, they probably know
who can: o
—municipal government kiilding departments --
Your local municipality's building inspectors
can advise you about huilding, plumbing, lire
and electrical code regulations. They are the
people to see about such important legal details
as permit requirementx, zoning and hew much
space o leave between the 101 line and that pew
porch. Building deportment staff | can  usually
provide [ree genernl ndvice on common con-
struction concerms. ' -
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SPACIOUS THREE
BEDROOM

7631677

1502150 IRREGULAR
SHAPED LOT

3 BEDROOM
HOME

3 badroaen hems on 1% scrny
Swimmiog pool, sundeck ard shed.
Paved . $129.500. Cslt Dave
Adzatt for dutalls at :

763-1677

CALL FOR lﬂﬂfﬂﬂ"ll PROPERTIES AVAILABLE IN HUBK_W[IBU '
| NRS PREMIER REALTY LTD.,"H ALTOR

245 Edinburgh Road South, Guelph, Ontardo

16 24

We work together for you
Halton Hills

— Milton Areas

BARBARA GLENN

Milten - 876-1156
Res.: 1:519-853.0923

“HELP"

This it gem needs some update and tender care 2nd
for that yeu can waich your invesimen! grow, Atking
2119,900. Try your otfer: Cafi today, 7237

TWO0 HOMES - 50 ACRES

Ong szecutive home, 27,000 sq. fl,, 4 bedroom, main
fioer Lzundry and lamily roomns, replace and walkout to
deck and pativ fram FR. Alzg 28'r40" bam amd 2
bedroom cottsge with pwn septic & Hydro, Cafl today fer
appointmenl. Asking $3495,000. 7211

Let

ALEX GLENN

Georgetown - 877-5296
Res.: 1.519-853-0923
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LOOK GVER THE PLANS

For thess new hemaes 1o be beill IMs 1zl on lats
$0'x130' everiocking Lake. Call now for fnformation and
girections. Priced from $1565,900. . TiA2

b

HORSE FARM

35 Acres with 11 paddocks. Excelent bam
with 22 stals. Good business potential. 3
bedroam, 1%: storey cement & brick home
located near Hillshurgh, 1201

RECREATIONAL LOT - 6 ACRES

Naar Leke Eugenid, Just eay! ol Fesherton. A:tlnq'
317.%00.

The Real Estate

Qutlook help you
find your new

homestead.
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