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L.ocal Baha’i reach out with peace initiative

Editor's note: Members of the
Baba'l faith In Halton HIHs ap-
proached The Herald about printing
four articles about peace in Uutlook,
This Lhe second In the secies.
Introducilon

Danning nuclear weapons, pro
hibiting the usec of peison gases, or
outlawing germ warfare will not
reimave the rool causes of  war.
However importont such  practical
mensures abviously are as elements
of the peace process, they are in
themselves too superficial to exert
enduring influence. Pecples are in
enicus epough to invent yet olher
orms of warfare, and to use [ood,
raw materials, finance, industrial
power, ideology, and terrorlsm to
subvett one another in an endless
quest for suypremacy and dominion,
Nor can the present massive disloca
tion in the affoivs of humanily b
resolved through the settlement of
specific conflicts or disagreemenis
among polions, A penutnge universal
framewark must be adopled.

Certainly, there is no lack of
recognition by national leaders  of
the world-wide character of the pro-
blem, which is seclf-eviden! i the
mounting issuws thal confront them
daily. And there are the ac-
cumulating  studies and  solutions
proposed by many concerned an
enlightened groups as well as by
agencies of the United Nations, to
remove any, possiblily of ignnrnm:e
as to the challenging requirements
to be mel. There is, however, o
paralysis of will; and it is this that
mirst be ~oeefnlle examined  and
resuiuiely dealt with. This paralysis
i5 rooled, as we have staled, in o
decp-seatd  conviction ¢of the in-
evilable qguarrelsomeness of
mankind, which has led to the reluc.
tance to entertnin the possibility of
subordinatling national sclf-inlerost
to the requirements of world order,
and in an unwillingness  to Foce
couragensly  the  far-ceaching im-
plications of ostablishing o united

SHOP

world autherily. i is also traceable
to the incapacity of largely ignorant
and subjugoted masses (o articulnte
their desire for o new order in which
they can live in peace, harmony and
prosperity with o) humnmt}'

The lentative steps towarnds world
order, esp&ciall]y since World War
11, give hopefull signs. The increns.
ing tendency of greups of nations to
formalize relationships  which
enable them 1o coOperale in matters
of mutual inlerest  suggests  1hat
evenlually all nations could over-
come this AF alysis. The Associatien
of South Ensl Asian Nnations, the
Canibbean Community and Common
Market, the Central American Com
mon Market, the Council fer Mutual
Economie Assistance, the Eurcpean
Commupnities, the League ol Arah
Siates, Lhe Orpantzalion of Adrican
Unity, the Organization of American
Slates, the South TPacific Farum-all
the joint endedsours reproesented by
such organizations prepare the path
loworld nrder

The ncreasing  attention  being
Tocusid o same of the most deep
rooled problems of the planel 15 yoet
anather hopeful sign Despite the ob-

vicus short-comings of the lnited
Natlons, the more than twa score
declarations and convoentions
adopted by that erganization, ceven
where povernments have no! been
enthusiastic in  their commitment,
have given ordinary people a sense
of & new lease on life. The Universal
Decloration of Humman Rights, the
Copvention on the Prevention und
Punishment  of  the Urime  of
Genocide, and the similar measures
concerned  wilh eliminating all
forms of discrimination based on
race, sex  ar  religious  beliefl;
uphoiding the rghts of the child;
pratecting all persons ngainsi being
subjectedt o torture, eradicoting
hupnger  and  malnutrition; using
scienlific and technuological progress
in the inlerest of peace and the
benefit  of munkim.l all- such
measures, i cogrageously  enforeed
antd expanded., will advance the day
when the spectre of war will bave
Jast s power o demmncile ntern-
twonal relations There 1s ae need o
stress the sigmileance of the ssues
addressed by these declarations and
convenlions  However, a [ew such
issues hecause of their o immadinle
relevanee  ta  estahlishing woerld
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and persistent evils, is o major bar-
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tion of the dignity of human beings to
be countenanced under any pretext
Hacism retards the unfoldment of
the boundless potentialities of ils
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