Polyester comes out of the closet

~ FASHION

Mary
Martin
Niepold

Polyester — remember when the
style conscious wouldn’t touch it? —
has become Seventh Avenue's Cinder-
ella liber. Several years ago, anyone
i the fashion know wouldn't dream of
denning anything but all-natural fab-
rics like cotton, silk, linen and wool.

The all-natural purists contend that
there is a feeling of elan and worldly
sophistication derived {rom wearing
non-man-made fabrics. Unfortunate-
ly, natural Iabrics usually come with
skyscraper prices and a lopful of
wrinkles.

Today, thanks to technological ad-
vances that render poly fibers as soft
as down, as crisp as cotion and as
smooth as silk, almost no one — fash-
icn experts included — can tell the
difference between poly-blend [abrics

and the real McCoy. .

The Puolyester Fashion Council, a
trade organization of U5 polyester
producers, recently devised o “Poly-
ester Touch Test™ to convince the
fashion esiablishment that today's
poly fibers are as attractive as their
100 percent natural counterparts.

Four pairs of fabric swatches in
twill, worsted, crepe de Chine and
lace were seni to fashion leaders -
mill executives, retailers, manufac-
turers and editors. Each palr of sam-
ples, identical in welght, color and
texture, consisted of one all-natural
fabric and one blend or atl-polyester
fabric. A majority of the fashion
group failed the test, as did 98 percent
of consumers in a recent focus group.

“What we contend,” says Joe Mur-
ray, ¢hairman of the counci) and di-
rector of marketing for Du Pont, "is
that when you take poly and blend it
with other fabrics such as cotton. silk,
wool, linea or rayon (which is man-
made), you end up with a set of prop-
erties in the cloth that are better than
any by themseclves.”
~ The fashion industry is well aware
that poly-blend fabrics arce perfectly
matched to customers’ peeds — espe-
cialty in versatile [ashions that can
travel from car pool to corporate
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headguarters to a night on the town
with nothing bul a change of carrings.
Polyester garments hold their shape
longer, require less ironing and dry
cleaning, and resist wrinkling and
shrinking, It's no serprise that today
30 percent of all apparel produced by
American manufacturers conlains
polyester,

Designer Betsey Johnson, beloved
for her fun, spirited fashlans, says she
has always used poly fabrics in her
collections, now in their 101h year.

"Polyester, for me, has worked for

all my flashy steff, all the crinolines,
atl the petticont items, al! the nets
and laces. And now, poly has begun to
crmﬂn in 4s a price advantage,” says
the designer

in Juhnsan's “coiton” plaid collec-
tion fur fall, for instance, poly-cotton
{abrics were used because “if 1 had
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usced 100 pereent cotton, it would have
been three {imes as expensive,

“All my full skirts, ruffles and ticrs
require so much fabric that [ have Lo
be very aware of the {inal price to my
customer,” Johnson concludes.

The price advantage of poly-blend
fabrics is evident in most of the new
fall collections, especially the late-
day styles that swirk and pouf with as
muech as eight yards of fabric.

Eveningwear designer Jon Hapggins
is another Seventh Avenue creator
who loves to work with polyester. He
says that half of hig fall cellection in-
ciudes polyester, either in tafieta or
poly-jersey.

“The price {of the Linished clothes)
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is not necessarily cheaper,” say Hag-
gins, “because of the amount of yards
used or handwark like beading, which
pushes the price up.” Haggins points
out that a poly fabric can cost about
$5 a yard, as opposed Lo silk, at about
$15 a yard. When you use lots of fab-
ric. the savings become apparent.

“What's good about polyester,”
Haggins cuntinves, “is that it doesn't
wrinkle and it travels beautifully. You
can unpack and just shake it out, and
you don't have to have a valet.”

“Polyester maintains the length of
the fabric,” adda Johnson. “It's 2 good
look for a long time. T will deflinitely
continue using it. It's a quiet
constani.”
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by Peter Muss

Although Pholo Arl is five months awiay. now 15 o Rood time (o try
your hand al public display before the big evenl Fall Fair lime has ar
rived snd what betier way to start exhibiting some prints to the public
at large. Most Fall Fairs have either o print or photegraphic display
section open to all; Don’t be surprised if it is not opea to professionals
L'pmmilnp: Fall Fairs include Georgetown, Acton, Milton, Erampton
and Erin. and whal better way to have a day or weekend nuting and
who knows? maybe tuke hoine a nbbon or prize for your much desery-
cd eflorts! '

Fall colour is now wpon us and althouph for many 11 signals the end
of summer for photagraphy B can be yvour most spectacular walking
sedson. Autumn is a good Bme In try your portrint techmgues as
nature provides us with rich tive skies, o leafy coloured carpet and o
backdrap of rich reds. golds, vellows and greens to pive vour sub-
ject/subjects that perfect, natural cornpliment '

Working outdoors this nme of year, you mughl hiod that Hus s vour
gelden oppertunily te try your Full Length Portrast Techmgue rather
than head and sheulders or ' fength only  Admuttedly the pastoral
SCenery is a Phutugruph in its sell. however 1t is also a pecfect comph-
tment to a full Jenpth partrast Keep in mind that you are not conflined 1o
a simgle porirait, you can use Tj'u,u chaanee to photograph the esnbire
family ivoursell nmeluded - by means of sour sell imesy or gust the
kids playving in the leaves
- Please da nat disgard the wea of no head aad shoulders i this situg.
tton as vour backdrop 15 as beneficial to this lechnique as 3t b vowr
fisll Jength shooting. |

Try 1o use nearby trees 3 handy split cadfence or even a sobid colour
backgraund provided by mather nature to augment your subject

Remember also that of you wark at & large opening e 11K, {20, (28
cle ) your overall effect on your background will be o sofllemng of 1hal
portion of 1the photo, and if vou zre going to work al a small {5op e
f11.0, (2680, {22 nol oaly will your subject be sharp but a sizeable
area in your backpround wall alse be sharp. A poatd idea 15 to shoot us
g bath methods. - Have Fun!
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