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Sports Outlook

By Douglas Armuour
Thomsonh News Service

The u%e of the indusirial revolu-
tios has fong since passed, but man's
fascination with machines lives on in
the gear churning, flame-spewing
world of the monster truck-npull

Names such as Canadian Warrior,
Every Which Ways Bul Loose and
Iambunctlious  fend o burlish,
swashbuckling air te machines thal
eloswely resemble what Dr,
Frankenstein would have built had
e been an aulbo mmechanie,

Although a  relatively new
Phenumumm in Onaria, these heavis
y modified lrucks have been churn.
ing up the dirt al wellattended
pvenls in the United Stales for more
than a decade.

And the [ascination ef walching
truck power taken to Lhe limiats is nal
being ignored by Canadian molor
enthusinsts,

Citaremont resident Arnold
Coburn, a six-year veteran of the
iruck pull circuit, owned a trucking
business before the attraction of tur-
ning a hobby of watching the fuel- in-
jected alcohol-powered vehicles pro-
ved irresistable,

Afler walching a few compeli-
tions, Arnold told himself: 'Boy,
this is samething I cando mysel{.”

Soon alfterward, his daughter,
Connie, began driving their 1,000
horsepower, 1995  modilied GMC
lruck in compelilions across Ontario
and the United States where the
truck that pulls a 50,000 lb. sled the
furthest down a dirt track wins,

Asked how she handles their fuel-
injected, $50,000 Canadian Warrior
truck when competing against men
on the truck-pull circuit, the attrac-
tive 20-year-old simply says: "You
getin the lruck and drive it

But she later admits there is a cer-
tain curigsity among pudnminantlﬁ
male spectators foscinated, wil
walching a woman man-handle a
bored and stroked, 562 cubic-inch
racing engine.

Admirers watching a recent truck.
full competition at the Canadian Na-
ional Exhibition agree that ihe
main attraction is walching a driver
harness brute mechanical power.

"] tike to hear the engines go. I
lihe 1o see the engines blow up.
myself,”' says one leenager. “'lb's
just awesome,”” adds another,

"They come 1p sce
female, do what males :

lates Connie, who works full-
time job as o check-oul girl ni the
Pickering Town Centre,

Beyond distinctions of gender,
Connie suggests “it's mofe noise
than anything. People like noise. "’

Amold says that without the
American truck-pull circuit to keep
them busy, he could not make a liv-
ing doing only Onlario and Canadian
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Monster trucks: bm

“You really don'l get any recogni-
tion up here at all,”" says Arnold.

The cost of parls alone is pro-
hibilive, since most of the per-
{formance cquipment comes {rom
ihe States. A corporate sponsorship,
Amold adds, would ensure n com-
[ortable living. But in  Canada,
where the sport has yet to fully caleh
on, sponsorships are almost impossi-
ble lolind.

WV 1HE YMCA

OEORETOWH I‘IIHTMET

GEORGETOWN YMCA

OFALE
(OHLY)

—1g —

37 Main St. South
(Above Fletchers Shoes)

—as ol —

SEPTEMBER 8, 1987
Hers: 8:30 0.m.-5:30 p.m,

ok K

PHONE
877-6163

PR AN L
g P et np T N ey

L i =
B A .
- . ‘T‘ o
' '\ : .
ey &

&

Monsler Lruck competitions have become big business in the LS, and
north of the border, there are those who are attracted by Lhe “nolse and

the flash™ as well,

And, sighs Arnold, “unless 1 gel o
sponsorship, my days are
numbered. "’

Partners Mike Kucharczuk ond
Glenn Spow of Erin had to pull out of
a receni competition at the Cana-
dian MNational Exhibition when a
\hrottle linkage broke on iher 1972
Chevrolel truck, appropriatcly nam.
ed Hombunetious.

Truck-pull competitions, HKuchare.
mk explains, are divided inlo 5,500,
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6200, and 6,500 1b. classes. The com-
petitions usually take place with the
asdded attraction of monster trucks,
whose boulder-sized lires crunch
delapitated cars Lo the uproarous op-
plause of fans.

“For me, it's just the mechanical
tattraction) - to pull weight it's
never designed to putl. IUs going
beyond the limits,” says Kuchar-
cak, adding that a nortmal truck
might be abic to pull 3,500 Jbs. com-
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pared to the 55,000 |bs. the modified
trucks are  capable of -dragging
behind them.

He venlures thal far the crowds
thee attraction is *‘neise. Nomse and
the {lash. The more Hungs MMash and
the more thinps Nash.”’

Kucharczuk amd Soow, wiwse Tull-
trse Jobs, respectively, are as o tool
sl die moker and a eonstructian
company owner, apree that o omake
money fram truck-pull competilions
“yotl have to go slale-sitde,”

The endy thing stopping Lhem from
doing jusl that *tis Lhe dollar figures,
Lhe Iremendous cost,™ says Snow.

Clinton resident Jsm o Middleton
s a heavily modified 1971 GMC
containing o special cluleh becanse
explesion shield in case somelhing
S WTong,

Middleten says he  competes
eause of the power and the ndula-
tion of spectators,

v Just Lhe Teeling of the power and

the people (oo, If you moke a good -

run, the people cheer. It's an ¢fo
irip, 1 guess. It sends shivers right
down the back bone,"” 1ie says,
Middleton's full-time job working
at a car dealership impinges on the
time he cpn spend on Eis hebbiy. So
he sticks to the Ontario ituck-pull

te mechanical strength

vircult with occaslonal forays inle

: the border stales.

Ih o pood summer season, he
maptht take part in 23 truck pulls win-
ning only 4 trophy and a $40 check os
1he purse. .

“1 used to pull at a lol of fairs, Las)
count I had 76 trophivs,”” savs Aid-
dleton,  crouched Beside s ballbe-
green  mechanical  pastoer named,
with nore than o Ial ol bravade,
‘Every Which Way Loose.”

Although there are three fraclor
publ  asseciations i Ontarie,  AMid-
dleton and Cobisrn would hike 10 see
one  established solely  for four
wheel  and  possibie  lwa-wheel
tracks.

““The  interest,”  says  Middivion,
"“i151there.”

Course offered
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The. Recrealion and  PParks
Department is offering a National
Lie-smri% Society {NLSy crash
course, The course is being offered
at  the Georgelown [Indoor Pool
from Monday, Aug. 31 to Sepl. 4, 9
am, lo 5% pm. For more informa-
tion call the pool at 877-7721.

GEORGETOWN FALL FAIR

Exhibitor Registration

Thurs., August 27 and September 3, 1887
7:30to0 9:00 p.m.

Georgetown Fairgrounds
Agricultural Building

MO FEL
130809
SATLNDAY
118398

YOLmEELY

e RENT-ALL
& 877-0157

GARDEM CENTRE

» | ol EE L
« INIT=-sE0EE
w 1y il B, el

+ prad UL L g

= il = M baTiel
&« TR LEE

+ el ¢l

= il | i b I
il A

+ T Lo L

o = FE il LTl b
+ e il FE L
r Ll A §

Parponal Sarvioe AL.

TUITMAN'S

QARDEN CENTRE & LANDSCAPING

Hwy.25 ¢ 2 Km
South of Acton

- 853-2480

JAREA CODE 514

—
‘-l" l'((f?:: ens

Dream Kitchens Designed
and Installed by Crattsmen

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM
Norbram Centre, Hwy. No. 7

BRAMPTON 456-2943

-OUTDOOR POWER
- EQUIPMENT -

HUSQOVARNA » BOLENS
NISSAN QUTBOARDS
SKI-BO0

SALES » SERVKCE * PARTS
« RENTALS

81 GUELPH 5T., GEORGETOWN
877-0314

Dot & 3§

Yourself
Projects

' - N

DECORATIVE CEILING FAN-36"

g Barun

# Pollzbd Bra1a
# Axtigor & White
® b W inchudes Light
!.1,.‘&;‘\‘ Fixiuee

GERRIE ELECTRIC

- WHOLESALE LTD.
317 Amsirong Ave., Georgelown

877-2264

-4

Y7
5




