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Nature’s world isn’t all serenity and peace

The natural world is not always
seretie and peaceful. Birds, anmimals
sl onsevls are all engaged oo
perpetual  and  sometinnes  savage
strugple 1o survive In g balaneed
nalural syslem aimost all creatures
are petenhial victims of seme olher
creature Only the few species an the
top of the [vod chain can aftord nel 1o
manhtadin eteemal vigilanee.

Backyard
Naturalis

s Dyes SOV R ES
Hlevald Spevial

The brutality thal s part ol nature
has & purpose of course. [n o balane-
ed state, predators actually serve lo
maintain the health and vitality of
prey populations. Wolves preving an
deer for example,  kKeep deer
numbers diown to levels that the en:
vironment can suppert. Elimimgte
thi wolves and the deer population
expands.  Winter arrives  and  Lhe
larger numbers of deer eventually
consumes. the  available  vepetation
ened slarvalion results,

Acceptance of the logie of preda.
tiott ¢an, be put to the lest however,
when an avtunl predator prey strup-
el is wilmessed. [ was privy 1o such
a0 slrupple  last week in Halton
Iertonal Forest

As [ owalked alote the banks of o
marsh 1 became aware of o loud
splashing  sound  cotnnp from the
witler

The source ol the  somul wis
obseurred by dopwends  and alder
At first 1 suspected beaver - bBeaver
cut trees on Lhe shore mdicated their
presence Bul o oas T approached,
notsity  meving throuph the shrubs
the sound. tid pol cease. 1 knew then
that beaver were ngt the source of
the anise, for their keen hearig
would have  alerted  themn to my
presence and  caused  1lem o
relreat.

The nuise turned oul to e the hall-
suhmerged  thrashinge  of o wood
duck. At first [ was puzzled  The
duck woes abvigus!y  ecestrained by
something under  water - o irap
maybe or perhaps ity legs  had
spmehaw been langled in subrnerp.
cod vepetabion.

I snon hid Lhe answer - the bead of
a Lirge snapmng turtle monientarsy
hroke the surface, the legs of the
duck held ficemdy s jaws.

[ had reod aboul the spappers
prapens:ty  for  occpsionally  an
t*IulJim: ducks i thear diet bul had
never observed the grucsome reali
v

The duck  and  the snapper weroe
brvond  teach w diep water |
wonrtfered what 1 would have done of
[ tasdd been able 1o reach them Cor
tanly, my lirst anpulse would be to
Mree the duck Trom the snappinge Lar

VIA Rail reduces
fares for students

VIA Rail Canada Tac. s introdue
g o national student fare which en-
lilfes all Tull-time studenis to o 5 e
cenl  discount  on basie  aneway
coach fores danvwlere on the VA
svslein

To qualify for the reduced fare,
students  must present o valid  sto-
et 1D ecard  when  parchosing
Lheir tickets. The new fare will apply
ty lnips taken on or after Augusl 5.
LT

“The new lare offers sludents a
sizepble discount and the Dexitnhity
ta travel at fimes that swl them,
with very lew resinictions,” Murray
Jackson,  VIA's  vice-president  of
Marketing and  Sales, said in an-
nouneing the new offering,

“VIA [feels thal the tron is the
ideal way of  (ravelling  for
stludents.”™ Mr. Jackson added. " The
train oifers downlown to downlown
service and a  chance 1o moeet
friends, read or catch up on school
work. And the fact that it is now
more affordable should be wspecial-
ly appealing to studenis.™

Tickets at the lower siupdent lare
an he puchased  [or travel
anywhere on the V1A syslem on any
day of the week with certam excep-
Linns.

The discounis docs nat apply o
traoins departing Fridays and Sun-
days belween the howrs of noon and 6
p.m. in the Quebec-Windsor corridor

and o osome Atlathe services Ly ged
i, discounts are ool Sllawasd
during lhe Chrstmas holidas peresd
ibetween December |1 g Linoars
.'I_}

The
nunkser
V1A service

Gare follines o
of recent enhancements e
whivh nclude, amang
other, new  uniforms for optasrd
amnd  slistian emplyees, mdermsnd
stalien facthties o many  Jocations,
and VIA's en-bme commitment pro
pram whereby  travellers  receve
subsitanttal  travel  credits loward
future trips of Thews tranm s Lite

new stpdend

Lle's prasp, et 1 quishion new
whether  thal  would  be the  right
thing to o, for | would be interfering
i @& nntursl proedatlor-prey relation
shypr

As b wis, the duck strugpled (o
about Mominules, befare o1 mereiful-
Iy hied

Hredator-prey dramas acour
everywhere, even an the fame en-
virnns of suburban backvards  Most
i these afe casier to aocept than the
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DR. GOTT

Exercise aids
‘restless legs’

DEAR Pt GOTT [ had restless
leps for years Then o doctor suggest-
i [ do exereises o steetch ot the
nuseles o the backs of my Tegs, and
this really helped me

DEAR JITEADEH The peeubar
sefsdlion harwn as Crestless Jeps™ s
raused by poor errceubition that pra-
hly results from o [orm of muse]e
Crunp suce stretehimng s the way g
phereorme muaseie enunps, meonot
surprised that lep exereses helped
you e o the a5isuest wavs to stop
craftip 1 the call e to stand abiout g
prant slepaaway (o o wall Jean for
ward unti]l your hands touch the watl
and then <treteh your call mnseles by
bouneing an e balls of vour feel

[icAR T (GO¥IT
opIsts savs thal  my
“hotsewife s COLPTNG

The deripatol
husbeened  hias
Topeal

cresimsy don’t help. ve also noliced

changes i s body  parbealarly his
hreasts, which are getting Lerger
Could i heerenal tmbalinee be raus.
g his sk prodlem” He's 54
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ane L withessed th 1he marsh.

I marvelled  recently ot Lhe
predatory hatats of the ambush bups
thal Jurk in my bydrangea blossatns
These Litthe rutes tless than Vsinehy
are 4 vellow-brown  colour  and
protesquely siaped

They e an o wal for unwary
polinatars and then lunge ol them
wilh  barbed [ront leps. Bees  and
hornets,  several times  Leeger Qun

the  ambush  bug are routinely
thspatehed, Yellow gackets, the bale
surmmer  scourpge  of  hackyuord
bharlwcues, are no match cither, for
the diminutive ambush bug.

Ambush  bupgs and snapping
tartles, hawks anid wolves atl play
necessary  reles in e eavironment.
And Lhey do not kil indiscreminant-
ly, but only what they need to sur-
vive - i lesson that the two-legped
creature an the highest wrung uﬁhe
ol ehain hos yel ta Lake to heart.
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NEAR HEADER Breasl en-
Lt 2emment in omales 15 aever normal.
Your hushand's breasl-size nereasse
eanld be relited to a hermaone mbal-
anee, certian medicines o sunple
averweirghl e should be checked by
4 physician to sec ) he has a Serious
medival condition,

The breast problem probably 15 ol
related to the skin prollem. “House-
wife’'s  eezema”  for Chousewifn's
hands ) 15 o form of contact dermati-
tis, a skin rash that 1s caused by an al-
lergy 1o soap or detergenl. Years ags,
vou-know-who did the dishes Al
though the housewife may have thor-

uuphly vinsed her hanils, iny traces of
stap were Jefl o sopme skin ereases,
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particularly under the wedding ring.
With time, the skin reacted to the
snap Women would develop an an-
¥ry-looking, itchy inflammation in
the wediding-ring area, and this would
spread to other parts of the hand.

[ don’t see much “houscwife's
hand ™ anyeare [t was easy to cure:
Woumen simply removed theis wed.
ding hands for a {ev days, aveided
sool and used cortisene croam.

L.nless your husband 1s a avid dish-
washer or has had skin reactions to
ather substances, he probably doesn't
have “housewife's hand.” When he
gres for the breast checkup., make
sure that he asks Lhe doctor about the
rash. luo

Photo Tips

by Peter Moss

This week rather than provide sou, the readers. with a few helplul
Iats o ind you on vour way e hiner photographs [ would hke 16 ask af

vig, the readers for osame

[eoxdbiiek  6in

the subjeet of o

Cecorppebons prar Halton Hills Camera Clube
it same sears naw people have bien Limenting the lack of sotne

sort ol wrpamzalum ander

SOl

where-in or where by Jocal

photogriaphers conld share thew inberests e deas tigether 1 know
that afler some st vears o watchimg the annual Phito Arl shiow
prow oo truly hiest clss extubalian, thal there are sulficien) nnbaees
aut there Jocreale i strong nacleuss for g dy nanie cmmera club o our

cotnmutats
After some sy sears of

Phate ArC planmng and promoing 1 khow

that Mr Johin Semmer awnper of Galleey House 5ol would oot oonly bae
costatie abegt the ddea bt would probably bBe willing, with SO
[riemdly pecsuasion. lend the benefit of his oy vears af experhse

AL present. oo small numidser of us are e conlaet with several L
conterd clubs secking oul heir assistanee n crealhing a club for Haltan

il

Therelore i sou wauld B anterested in baving o lecal camera club

will needd the input ol you -

Ihe Tuttre members of a local orgamzalion

dedicatesd to helping vour hobly or interest in phatography. H you
hirves s Thoughts or some ideas that you think watl be of ose, by ol
means drepr me o hine (the address o1 the boltom of this columni or

drep o hime 1o The Herald o care of *Photo Tips'

FPlrase enclise your

nime and address alomg wath vour deas so thal we may contacl you

alterwiarods

As samething conerele begims to take shape 1 will devole the
speethics of our progress inoan upcoming ‘Photo Tips' along with 2

setparale IH.IL'III‘-'. SOMVECC announcemnent .

Laooking Turward Lo hearing feom you,

Feter g Moss F /mfogmpﬁ_u
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IS LIVING NEAR SCHOOLS IMPORTANT TO YOU?
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