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No pea-soupers in French Canadian stories

By JEANNETTE UithaSs

Anthologies lend 1o reflect  the
wreferences and, in o some cases, the
Inses, of their individaal odilors. In
the niroduction to  [nvisible Fie-
tions. Contemporary  Stories  From
Quebee, Geofl Hancock makes o
bones about his inlentions, “*Headers
who ook for  realistic  setlings,
historical backdrops or sociological
character studies will be startled,”
wrote Hancock. "“These slories are
funtastic, surreal, gothic and protes.
que. The writers do not describe the
{juebec you thought you knew, No
pea-saupers, noe maple  syrup, no
separatist politics.” If ysu do not
know much aboul Quebec or have
only the customary basic
frisiconceptions, you will abviously
be enllghtened anly in o certain
ditection,

The  editor makes o further
distinction between realism and the
scope of this anthalogy. “"Repreduc-

Ing ‘reality’ in prose.. limils a writer
to timne, space, and the concrete ' In

" hi;l

the writers sirctch the
banpunge, creating im-
Lapsy-turvy  worlds  n
strawhoerries are
pross comes wous from
another  dithension,  crabs  and
lobsters move  in on human
reprodduction, and trams bare  Lheir
teeth. ™

There sre MWostones by 25 authors,
of  different penerations. The
iranslations - by Sheila Fischman,
Helty Bednarski, Basil Kingstone
and  others fleew  smoothly  and
render [aithfally the flair and verve
of the orpginal texts, fom the very
simple to the exceedingly complex
Some of the authers, like Rock
Carrier,  Michel Tremblay,  Yves
Therault and Jacgues Ferron, are
atready  known  te the  English
reading  public;,  others  are
newesmners. Women  are somewhat
under-reproesented. There are seven,
or eight depending on how  you
count  the bwin-sister collaborators.
Claire [ amd  Anne Danuraosd.

these stories,
lienils  of
apinary,
whieh
malevolent,

b= =¥ ASK DICK KLEINER

’39 blkbuster stands lne

Dear Dick: I always enjoy “Gone
With the Wind™ and Clark Gable when
[ see it. T heard a rumor that a sequel
to “Gone With the Wind® has been
made. Is this true? If so, who are the
actors? — K.B., Douglastown, New
Brunswick

Dear K.B.: There was some wild
talk awhile back about 4 new version

lost track of his wives, He's the wild
performer who 13 a cousin of eviange-
st Jimmy Swapgart The other.Jerry
Lewis is a comedian/iactor — Bean
Martin's ex-partner — but it is Danny
Thomas who is the St. Jude's [und
raiser. Jerry is usually associated
with raising money for fighting mus-
cular dystrophy.

However, tto1s diffoeait loo estimate
whether the proportion is doe o the
edditor's  seleclios or the Iact  Lhat
fower woinen i1 Quebec practise thns
kind of wriling

A sciepce-diction wriler, Ebzabelh
Vonarbery,  introduces  some  n-
leresling concepls  aboul  male-
female relabions in her story, Cold
Bridge. The protapgonist  (lemales
wanlts to acquire the language of the
Marrous, the people amnng whom
she finds hersell  The first lesson
doeals with the gender of nomes and
she learns that they are all peuler;
masculioe and leminine are deter
mined by who is speaking.

NEW BREED

In the surreal story, Metamor-
phosis, by Ulir De and Anpe Dan.
durand, a woman, after beang raped,
Lakes violent revenge on the rapist
with her claws after she 15
transformed into a lgbsier. She then
prves birth to a thousand male and
female lobsters, W per cent of whom
supvive, 1o become i new breed of
humanity, “The lobster men  and
women become  Known  and
respected for their wisdom and their
caliy. Males and females alike work.
et [or @ return 1o nalure and water,
they negotiated and pacified.”

The sturics i this  anthology,
published by House of Anansg 437
pages, 31195, are more concericd
wilh o geography «of the mind ol
conntions  than a3 precise physical
lpcation  Quebec is not specilically
wmentiened  unbl page 20 three-
guarters of the way through a enllee.
tinn of 437 pages. Ml there are
flecting relercnees throughout Lo the
farked social myvihs of the past and

15 Min. or Froe - Lunch Special

the tnadequacies and  uncertainlits
of beitnpr Quebiecois at any time. In
“Metamorphosis',  the  astonishing
syrvival role of the lobster progieny
15 cause for mronic commend: A new
revenge of the cradle you might
say.” In Michel Tremblay's The
Gthost of [don Carlos, lsabella del
Mancio, whe % crazy about
spartipalism. ecomplains to the pnme
munisley at o dinner party about the
aimence of a particular medivm she
is anxinus o contnct: 'l finally get
to this miserable country and I'm
told this gentleman doesn™ want to
see me wn the pretext that he has a
seyviTe migraine  [on ’In-np]e Know
how ta Yive in this couniry”

NOT ANCHORED
The majorily of the stories ore nal
sa specilically anchored to Quebec.
They move about frecly in time and
space and, were it not {for the subtitle
of  the amthology., Conlemporoacy

Stories From Quebec, in most cuses
there  would b

authors’ origin.

If you vnjoy the [antastic, or are
Geolf Hancock's
cellection of stories spreads out o
royal feast for the imagination. One
{imes that
gratesqueness of reality may  sur-
pass that of the inventiens of {iction
as, for cxample, in the stery by Yves
Inuit hunter
in the traditienal,
rimitive fashion but maoked love 1o
cr for the first time in their igloo fo
the voice of Elvis Presley coming

CUrIGus

¢ven  suspecls

Theriault,
woos his bride
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from a battery-operated radio!
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The Kentucky Treat

® Three great sauces,
® Three great packages,
® That great Kentucky Taste! -

6 Golden Nuggets

5 [ 0g

light
9 Golden Nuggets

snack
ine 3 39 1

of "GWTW" — not a sequel, just a re-
make — but, happily, cooler heads
prevailed and it never happencd. 1
don't think it ever will, either.

a Dear Dick: Could you possibly tell
me who Ellzabeth Taylor replaced in
the movie “Elephant Walk™ —
L.A.L., Ogdensburg, N.Y.

Dear L.A.L.: She replaced Vivien
Leigh. The picture had actually begun
filming. in Ceylon, when Leigh suf.
fered a nervous breakdown. Taylor,
who had previously rejected the role,

was persuaded because of the emer- & SCOTIA SUNSHINE

gency Lo rush in and take over the Souniry Wastarn

role. . -~ SPECIAL $ 10

THUHSDAYt FHIDAY PRICE IS e,
L & SATURDAY -

Ve MeGiltbon Hotel

789 Main 51. S, 877.3188

ENTERTAINING
THIS WEEK

RAY KEATING

THE FINEST DINING
EVERY THURSDAY & FRIDAY
Served 1100 e.m -200 p m.

lunch
by O

{lark Gable Elizabeth Taylor

» Dear Dick: We need an argument
settled. I say Jerry Lee Lewis is the
planc player from north lLouisiana
who has heen married at least 10
times and becn invelved in other wild
cvents. The other Jerry Lewis is an
actor, whe asks for donations to 51
Jude's Children's hospital in Mem-
phis, Tenn. Is that right? — DF,
Ticklaw, La.

Dear D.F.: Not 100 per cent. You're
right about Jerry Lee, although 1 have

WE ARE

RELOCATING!

Watch For Qur
New Address
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A Tasty Recipe
PEACH CHUTNEY

1 large onion
‘Y2 Iy, seedless raisms
1 smail garlic clove
4 Ibs. npe peaches
1 \bsp. chil powder
— 41 cup chopped
crysialhzed ginger
— 2 lbsp. muslard sced
— | thsp. sall
= 1 quart vinegar
- 144 [hs. brown sugar

20 Golden
Nuggets

= $695 |

party

pack

What a taste!
What a meal!
What a deal!

—

I MAIN 37 8.
GEQRGETOWN

877-6569
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THOMPSON
RAISINS

*1.25 ..
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CRYSTALIZED
" GINGER

*4.75ws

Using medium blade, put anion,
raisins, garlic through food chop-
por. Peel peaches; cul n smait
pieces. Add to hirst mixiure with
remaining ingredients. Bring 10
beiling point: boil slowly, slirring
occasionally, 1 hour, or uniil
thick and rich brown in colour.
Pour into 3 hot, steritized pint
jars, lilling to the tep: fasten
covers al once.

NATURAL
ALMONDS

*'4.25:n
Foodbtuffs
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116A GUELPH STREET GEDRGETUWN g77-5241
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