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Media snubbed
(Green Party

In the WS provionciol  election,  Cemmission cCHTC

(Grorge Verina was o candidate for
the Green Parly in Ottawa West
rding.

On April 30 that yvear, during the
campaipgn, local  lelevision  station
CBOT, u CBC alfiliate, held a debate
on the tepic of full funding for
Homaon Catholic schools,

Unlike the three old-line parties -
Progressive Conservalives, Liberals
and New Demnerals - the Greens op
posid such funding,

Bul even thouph he was the sole
dissident, CBOT refused 1o allow
Vezina to participate,

In fact, the stalton's indifference
ta Vezina woend further. CBOT gave
him no coverage whatsoever during
lthe fiveeweek campnign. It also
refused his  parly free  nir  lime,
although it is an registered Ontario
political  party with palicies  tin
general, radically re-
environmentatist and anti-nuciear:
distinct from ather partics.

In the end, Vezina waon 2.2 per cent
of the vole in his riding, a respec-
table start. _

MONOPOLY

But it is {fough to buiid froam thepe
as the oldline partiecs have a
monopoly position in terms of medin
pccess, especially to television - the
most powerful influence in politics
today.

And unlike newspapers,  which
anyonec can start, television is
resiricted by the limited number of
airwaves to a [imited number of sta-
tions using them.

A licence to use those airwaves
has explicitly carried wilh it the re-
:{uirement that pulitical coverage be
“equitable’” in & pelitical party
sense. (In an ideclogical sense, it i
Invariably left-wing, but that s
another makter, ) :

So Vezina took his complaint about
lack of equity to the Canadian Redio-
televisien and Telecommunications

He won.

The CHO's Lirne defence of s ex-
clusion of the Greens (and, by exten
sion, tht other sipoificant smaller
party in this couniry, the Liber-
tarinns? was that the party was nnt
big enouph to justifly giving it ex.
posure.

The CRTC decision had this to say
IN 7es ponse !

"Yel in order to grow, o party re
quires cxposure and 1t s s very
exposure which the CBU's juidelines
deny

"This amounis o a4 viclous cirele
A registered party which is not hig
enough to receive coverage mny
never hecome big enough because it
doex not receive coverage.™

Amd as far as the decision to ignore
Yezina throughout and to  exelude
him frem the April 30 full Munding
debate, the CHTC nddexd

'‘DIDNTMEET DUTY!

“Under ihese circuinstaness, the
Commission - would  conclude  that
CBOT did not meet its duty to vither
AIr. Vezino or the public.

“There was o duty on the station Lo
afford Mr  Vezina some  coverape
talthough' this does not mean he
necessarily  should  have  par-
ticipated in the debate.” the CHTC
sanid,

It witl b interesting to see
whether Vezina's successful appeal
to the CHTC has any affect on the
media caverage of this current cam-
patpn.

There is a deeper issue, here, oo

Et 1nvolves all the cozy, incestuous
drals the three old-line parlies make
with each other in order to give them
an odpge over newcomers Lo Lhe
potitical process.

This is most evident with the rules
involving taxpayer subsidies to can-
didates and pelitical parties, which
are writlen in such a way that the
three ald-line parties get to raid 1he
public coffers while newcomers are
excluded.

But it includes everything from at-
tempting to preveni special interest
groups from buying advertising dur-
Ing campaigns, to the spending
limits that mosl benefit well-known
parties, to the day-tn-day use of hun-
dreds of taxpayer-paid-for Queen's
Park staff, whose only function is to
et members of the three old-line
parties re-elecled.

SNAFU* by Bruce Beattie
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Happiness is a positive cash flow

Happiness n the real  estale
business is a positive cash flow P
e whe vwn rental property like to
ave some money left over after
they pay the Bills in case & tenanl
moves out or the roof fallsin.

Buying o duplex, fourplex or the
house nexl dear has been an ex
cellenl alternative 16 o retirement
KaVINgs pian over the past 20 years,
A persen who 15 handy wilh a ham.
mer and saw can eam a @ood return
[rom rental property

Your
Business

1145

THANNE MALEY
Husiness Analyat

More impottant, the price of real
estate has risen dramatically, nut-
pocing all olher Investmenis in some
areas of the country.

But there are hozards for - the
small investor. And {f that persop
lives in southern {intario, n positive
cash flow will be hard to [ind.

Hents in Ontario have not kept
pace with the big increase in house
prices  This  spells  trouble  fur
anyone wha buys un investment pro-
perty. At best, the rents will just
cover  lhe  expenses The  tight
markel  leaves npo cushion when
thinps go wrong!

Cominen sense s the best guide to
real estate investing Hope for the
best, but prepare for the worst The
fiest  gquestion you have to ask
vaurself o [Hoo [ lnee what ot takes
oo Lee o Tilloed™ Canlid T oeviel s
Feone Wl eano! pogy e penl?

F19W RIGITTS

Hosvar can gel over that lundbe, e
next step s bo o to o provinehid
povernment offiee gl gel o eopy ol
the Lnellord denant legusiation  for
your province You omay b surpris.
cehat o Fow eaphits o ettt hae

Thee Bt obetacle 1o profitable
Hevestoent i rert eatrel Legash
b sy, esastimge rends bl pe
b e el too coner the rhew
Bucthier mseptysgoe con o wabl have o
Hie propests T’ aweunine ol ca.
ritpear the rent ama cduiels aagaldly
SO Lo |

Thal amtumatically rodes ot most
thveslinent propertues i 4 v
fed ciee that e eopty or thad B
Jr-t been tenovabed o svon o bae
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niikes it good business to pay less
money down than you would {or your
wwn home, where interest is pat
diductible. A down payment of 15 to
20 per cent is uenemfly enough fnr
an income-producing property.,

This allows you 1o "lever” your in.
vestment, Leverage is when you use
a little of your own moeney and lots of
someont ¢lse’s, For example, f you
pay 000 dawn an a $00,000 in-
vame properly that rises in value by
$20.000, you have made 100 per cent
profit on your investmen!. The bank
or trust company that lent vou the
money has made 11 per cent, ar
whatever the current mortpage rate
X,

REDTUCED

The more you put down, the more
your leverage will be reduced. Once
you have decided how much 1o pul
down, add up all your expenses.
Thése will include morigage prin-
cipal and interest, taxes, hydro,

heal, insurance  and  maintenance.
Make the maintenance allowance
pencrous, unless you can do all the
wark yourself. Then add in 8 con-
tigency reserve for vocancies., Sub-
tract all this from your reptal in-
come, and if there’s anylhing left
you've {found a good deal.

If there isn't, you could be taking a
big chance. You may nol get much of
a rental increase over the term of
your martgage, and when it comes
up for renewnl, interest rates could
be higher. If you have been getting
by on o sheestring, you could be in
trouble.

En a way, owning invesiment pro-

rty s much like runing a small

usiness. i yvou can hang in fer the

first five years, you've got it made.
Like a business, it requires work and
nttention. There will be days when
you will wonder if perhaps you
shouldn’t have bought shares u? 0
big developer instead,

Heat bugs sing the blues

WOOD, WATER AND WILDLIVE,
By MARION STREHRIG
Far the Federation of
Oniarlo naturallsts
Mow the dog days of summer are
upan s, hot and oppressive. Gone
are the sounds of an varlicr, cooler
time, the Trog choruses and  1he
nrds” operitic spring sonps. During
the scorching heat of the day, there
s reslly enly one persistint song,
the burzing throb of the heal bup or
cieads The sonp of eieada has no
raelody, only g nsistenl percussive
drone The s rises 1o vibeating
vrescendo and then Ddes gradlually,
ralher  hike  the heat  shanmer o
paveinent sloch mells away as owe
Apprich _
Althowth the cregda s the 18ader
el the dinntyime chotas, there e
other anderpmttend singters ke e
geasshapoer Al e mpehts are b
eel Do the pulsont demmpee o The
crivker AN these <anpgs af e the
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that act as resonators. Ne external
movement shakes the body of the
singing cicada, The coniraction |s in-
lernal

Once the male has successfully at-
tracted o female and has  pro-
crealied, the Temale will slit o fwig
with her ovipositor and deposit her
epps. A5 soon as it hatches  the
nymph drops ta the ground, burrows
nte the sail and feeds by sucking the
juices of iree rools. Thisseventeen-
yeoar cicasdo, dees nat emerge antil
the seventeenth spring Doring this
time ats appearance rather like j
mechanical o with conucally large
front Teel, does ot change muach

When the time fiantly comnes for it
er eoierpe, any fime Iroon Lade May
b early July, it sl digto s way ol
wath s enlarped front feel s cas-
s wall sphit down the back to allow
the ulull coeadn to cmereee The
adult aweads wall hive Tt a0 bepef
werk  ob o hite above pround to
Fecarngpense b o all those vears of
untdherpronned born s g
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