News ftem: A recent magazine
survey shows that the average person
tells a lle approximately flve tmes a
day.

This Is truly shocking.

If this is correct, then the average
person lles 35 limes a week, 150 times
a month, and 1825 tlmes a year,
Ultimately — assuming that the
average ltie-span i1s 75 years — this
means that the average person lles
just 136,875 times {n his entire Ufe.

ﬂhvfuusly, there §s just one
concluslon that ¢ap be drawn from
this. We live In a soclety that is
dangerously, dangerously henest.

ow, let me hasten to say that |
am not trylng to claim that lving s a
moral virtue. Not at all. Well, not
exacty, anyway.
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arents would ot punlsli you for
cing honest.

I discovered Lhis the day | put a
hockey stick through the front
window while practlslng for the
Olympic javelin competition, and
awned upiloll,

My confesston brought two
responses. The first was: “*This Is an
honest boy. Good for him.” The
second was: "This Is also the wrelch
who put the hockey stick through the
window, Bend over, unhappy youth."

This led, evenlually, to a pre
pubescent suspiclon that al! things
were relatlve,

When Greg threw @ rock at a
pollce car and you were asked who
did It, the proper answer was *‘Greg
dld”. However, when YQU threw a
rock at a police car and were asked
who did It, the proper answet was still
“Gregdld',

In any case, let me repeat that
noo¢ ol this Is an argument fn faveraf | § ™
dishonesty In general. Still, the whale t] .';%'-;
thing docs ralse an alarming L
possibllity: lmagine how dlsastrous
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aur lives would be If everyone ran
araund telling bare-faced truths.

Oh, I'm nol defending the really
big iles -~ the ones which begin either
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it goes without saying that our
soclety places high value on honesty.
{r, at least, on not gettlng caught —
which, as moral philosophers
unanimﬂuslls[rlagme, Is almost exactly
the same thiog.

Even as Canadlans, we were

raised on the story of Geur%e
Washington, who admlitted f{o
chopplog down the cherry tree. By so
dolng he won a reputation for
hopesty, and grew up to resident,
- Now thal we are adulls, we can
understand how completely different
Geoarge's |H{e would have been had he
lled. He would have galned a
reputation os a crafty pragmatist . . .
and grown up to be president.

I was certalnly ralsed o belleve
that honesty was a prime virtue. I
would pever, my parcnls stressed
repeatedly, be punished frr belng
honest,

And, indced, the early events of
my IHle confirmed the value of
honesty. For Instance, there was the
day that my {riend Greg threw a rock
at a passing car, which turned out to
he an unmarked police crulser.

. - The policeman lea out of the
- car, collared us both, and demanded
to know which one had thrown the
[ rock. As a2 deep believer In the value
j of honesly, I forthrightly replled:
. “Gregdld.””
, Greg gol into a whole lot of trouble
- and 1 got off almost completely scot-
 free, which proved concluslvely that
' you should always lell the truth,

But gradually it began to appear
- that the sltuatlon was a bit more
complex. To begin with, [t turned out
to be only technically true that your
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your halr really does look qulie nice

mother doesn't really hate you,
Fred.”

clear. In cveryday life, remember
that the truth iIs too precious to be .
used Indlseriminately.

remember that Grep did it.
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“Honeslly, dear, 1 dldn't. .. " or “As
our elected represcntative, I would
ke to assure you ... "

No, no. We're talking about the
milllons of small Hes which hold the
fabric of clvilized e togelher.

To start with, you know exactly
what someone Is golng to say when he
begins, “I'll be perfectly honest,'” He
[s going lo glve a detailed analysis of
how and why you are a nlmrod.

Naturally, such trith-fapatics are
universally despised — and It only
s{ands to reason,

imagine how lmlposslhle social
intercourse would be If you did not le
through your teeth and reply “fine"
whenever someone asked “how are
ruu?" Or imagine what would bappen
[ parents ever started belng truthfut
to thelr children.

A parent has lwo options when his
daughler asks {f he would ke to
attend her wviolln recltal. He can
remember Geerge Washinglon, and
tell the Lruth: “1 would rather be
devoured by Doberman Pinschers."
Or he can lle like a sonovagun: “I'd
lovetol™ ’ |

Worst yet, Imaglne if husbands
and wiveq started belng honest with
cach other., Relatlonships depend
upon a sturdy [oundation of
benevolent [les — ranging from *‘yes,

that way’ to 'no, of course my

The moral of this Is perfectly

And when things get really tight,
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