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Quality travelling
reflects the price

Bargain trips car be good buys,
but the qualily of travel services s
often a direct refiection of pr.ce, cox-
perts sy,

The more expensive of two similar
irips would mormally offer higher
quality, says Hal Burns, Onlario
‘Trave] Registrar.

“Price  shouldnt be your sale
Ruideline when choosing a trip, but it
can be a good indicator,” Burns
s0ys. Y"People in Onlario are Into
late bookings and Jast minute sell-
offs. If it's availuble at the
minute, it may be a [egitimble
bargain, but the secats may be
available because nobody wanied
them, You've got to wonder why.

Complaints are often filed with the
Ministry of Consumer and Com-
merical Helations by travellers who
expected too much from a bargain
tour, They shopped around for the
cheapesi package on the markel, ig-
noring location and other important
actors in the search for the lowest
price tag, sayvs Marilyn Gurevsky, n
consumer advisar wilh the ministry
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These “hargains’ nay involve se-
cond  rate  hatels,  frequent stape
enraule, and no extris They can b
il for those who are pwure of
potenlial - shortcomings,  bul  too
masy travetlers hivve unreadisite ex
poclations, Guroevsky savs

lasi .
highlighting the lowest prices,

“Yes, we  gel legihmale com-
plaints  about travel services,” she
says. CYes, it can be difficull o en-
sure vou are booking o good hotel al
i destinatien you'll enjoy. Hul doen’t
compound the risk of dissalisfaction
bi.- poking for luxury in economy
class. If you Euy hox lunch prices,
don’t expect the elegant dining pic
tured in plossy travel brochures

Travel brochures are disigned Lo
sell trips, Burns notes. They in
variably feature the most attroctive
aspects of o destination,  while

Burns warns lravellers o read
promotional  material  carefully o
clarify exactly whal is included tn
prices before comparing trips and
cspecially before spending monoy.

“The mist dangerous word in
travel advertising is “from" follow-
«d by a price.” says Hurns. The
mosl prominently displayed price s
generally the lowesl one offered and
it may only bhe available on o lew
sals or lhere may be other disad.
vantages that are st imnmediatels
sbvious.”

When  reading travel s, Dbe
awitre  that  holel  and  restawrant
statidards Jdiffer from oune malion to
the next, Hurns advises A [ive star
hutel tn one counlty may mal twe o
e weth samadarly rated ae-
cormiiwdatwons elsewhere Addmp 1
thae confuston, travel brochures often
U=t Their awn rabing systems  and
vonsutiers sbould find out how thay
winrk  hefnre  using them as
el

CTosaw one Brovhure thsl used Hyve
stiars as the lowest rating. Hurns
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Il there ever was o scaner lsoking document, 1 don’t know what it is
(oh maybe your Seperation Agreement would run a elose first! !
That Offer to Purchase js just full of all sorts of legal jargon, which

we, as real estate agents, become very used (o -

persan, it is prelly wordy,

Lut for the everyday

There are a lot of terms and ierminelogy in there that can be easily
cxplained in cveryday lanpuage. and you needn't foel “stupid® if you

don’t understand it. When you put an “(Offes” tus:niher to huy

a house,

[\;ﬂu will sce a legal size document, with lots of blanks that are filled in
y typewriter, o section in the middle that is basically typewritien,
containing diffcrent clauses pertaining te your particular situation.
and then finally, a1 the boltom and on the reverse side. i lot of smali

print,

These forms are standard throughout the industry, and are pothing
to be afraid of, bul yeu should understand what you are signing. As
ruur agent to explain the terminology that he or si,;c will no doubt use,

ike: “escape

clause,” “'bump,” 48 hr.,” “waiver.” “Statement of

Adjustments,” "‘at the Purchasers vxpense, or the Vendors cxpense,”

and definatel

have them explain what happens {0 your chieque that
you give as a deposit, and when it will be de

posited.

I often think that semeone must have made a lot of rmaney thinking
up all that legal talk just! to confuse the greater part of socicty, and
then have the lawyers charge us for explaining it to us.

Actually your lawyer will be more than happy (o explain the form to
you, and it will be included in Ihe regelar legal costs tha you pay him

for closing your transaction.

Your agent can da a whole Iot to help you through the mist of confu-
sion - don't hesitate Lo ask - and | wish you a happy purchase!
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Woodpecker’s retreat

By DON SCALLEXN
Merald Spaeclal

worth  Hulton s hoine 1o sir
virieties of woodpeckers, These col-
ourful, noisy birds are  generally
ensy Lo locate and pbserve,

The mast {amiliar of our
woodpeckers  is  undoubtably  the
downy, & small bluck and white bird
that makes rcgular visits to subur-
ban yards. Downy woodpeckers
scour the bark of trees for insects
and are easily atiracted to feeding
stations that offer suct. They'll also
cal sunflower sceds,

The hairy woodpecker is another
cornmon Halten  resident,  albeit
seldom observed jn town  These
woodpeckers  are  coloured  almost
»xactly hke downeys but are sboul
twice the stz A much  Jonger,
heavier bill also distinguishes the
bairy frem its smaller closely
related consin,

Hairy woodpeckers are woodland
birds and like all woodpeckers, pro-
claim their territories by *'drumm-
Ing"” Drumming describes  the

hehavier of pounding the Bill into
resananl objeets  within o
woorlpecker’s  terrilory. From a
woodpecker's  point of  view  the
louder, the better, fur the poise tells
other  competing  woodpeckers o
“hack off.”

O, dead trees are generally
sclected for drumming but any resg-
nant  malertal  chn serve s
woodpecker's sounding board. Metal
parbege  cans, pipes and  drain
spouts have been used for this pur
pose.

Backyard

Hy NON SCALLEYS
Herald Special

The hairy woodpeckers, in com-
mon  with olher woodpeckers, ex-
cavales nesting hoples in living or
dead irees. These locations are fair-
ly exsy te find in late spring and ear-

Our Gift To You...

The Halton Hills Herald would be
pleased to arrange to have.a story
and picture of your wedding
published in the paper.

When you receive your photgraphs
from the studio, drop by the Herald
and we will do our utmost to in-
ciude the picture in our paper.

ly summer by listening for the
clamor of the hungry young I've
found several nesls this way, usually
located high up in aspens, birches or
poplars. 3

Anpther s the northern icker.
The ecating  habits of this large,
rabusl woodpecker differs
somewhat from those of our other
woodpeckers, The flicker's bone
structure, lacking seme of Lhe
strength of other woodpeckers and o
bil} tha! is noticably curved, prevent
il from linding grubs under tough
tree bork the way most woodpeckers
do.

These deficiences however, do not
mean Lthat [flickers go hungry.
Rather than pound the bark of trees
for their meals, flickers more often
search the und for ants. Their
long, barbecfml‘.nngues make Lhem
very efficient antealers - as many as
5000 are consumed in o single meal,
Dlh]cr insects supplement the diet as
well.

The {licker's dependoncy on ants
explatns why moest of them leave On-
tario for more temperate climes fur-
ther south in the winler. The bark
feeding downeys  and  hairys
however, stay with us the year
reund.

For a newspaper article, we will be FT
happy to write a story if you provide '™
us with some information, simply
by filling out a fact sheet available
at the Herald office.

Thank you for sharing this joy with
us and with our readers.

Dongratulations tothe

Gaorgetown

theHERALD

Home Newspaper of Halton Hills - Since 1866
45 Guelph St.
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