Learning a friend’s vaiue

By Sarab Overstreet

The day | packed her belongings
into the U-Haul, it was drizzling and
she was crying. She was crying be-
cause she couldn't fit her grandma’s
kitchen chairs into the traller, and be-
cause she was moaving a 13-hour drive
from the Lown she'd fived in for cight
yeard, and from me, her best friend.

She didn't know what the future

THE SIGIN

FA

held, and she knew whatever it was,
she’d be doing 1t without me just
across town. [ can be a very good ear,
a calm, ratiopal and comfortling
fricnd, So can she. We'd seen each oth-
er through the sulcide of o parent, the
breakup of a marriage, three excruci-
ating tove affalrs, the quitting of a job
without another one to go to, and a fir-

have both cried, and cried a Jol
harder.)

I tried Lo reassure her, because |
wanted her to fecl better and because
I waouldn't admit to myself what her
moving could mean. “We'll see each
other, don’t worry,” I told her. “Thir-
teen houts isn't such a long drive, and
we'll get Lhose month-in-advance
Elane tickets {or weckends,” T put her

itchen chairs in my pickup truck to
take home, “I'll have these refinished
for your birthday and bring them
out.”

The chairs nmoved with me o year
later, and sat In my barn’for anciher
two. The weekiy phone calls dwindled
to monthly. We saw each ather once a
year and tried to ignore the fact that
what we had feared actually hap-
pened; We had passed from each ﬁlﬁ—

er's physical presence, except for

ing. (if we'd known what was facing mearly visits, and those were hurried

us just in the next few months, we'd
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and unsatis{ying.

Now it has been nlne years since
she left. I have spent my vacations sit-
ting in her law office waitlng, and she
has grabbed a few weekends with me.
We Ehﬂpf)ed for her maternity clothes
gn her lunich hour, and [ was away
fram home when the call came that
she'd had her baby after a long difki-
cult labor and a C-section.

We are no different from hundreds
of thousands of our generation, kids
who had promised each other rela-
tionships would always mean more
than things. We wouldn't be like our
blue-collar parents, who grew up in
the Depression and valued security
above all, to whom friendship are a
necessary casualty in the war for sur-
vival That day in her yard, I honestly
believed nothlng could keep us apart.

Our carcers took us by surprise and
enflamed us before we even smelled

smoke. She got a job ln a small college
library and started law school at
night. I went to work as a newspaper
reporter and found the license to dis.
cover secrets mare intoxicaling than
anything I could have Imagined. She
felt the same way about law. A few

“extra hours here, a weekend there,

meant the difference between win-
ning a case or losing it, of gettlng a
story or not. We never begrudged Lhe
time we spent at our work, but gradu-
ally our jobs became llke marathons,
the runners never seeing the scenery
atong one inch of the 26 miles they
pasd.

Personal events have made us need
cach other like we never have in our
{7 years together: & new and trying
marrioge, the hreakup of another, a
birth. For the most{ part, we have
gone it alone.

Estate Needs.

No Cost, No Obligation,
No Pressure

(Not intended to solicit properties already for sale)

Bus: 873-1881 Res: 877-6262
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MOVE RIGHT IN!

Loomidt s P dlefagtedd bock bungalow n
Caoat soboay boe nddes 500 Ot Choge 10 qlk
et CatEhpeeaf B Hi
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LET’S TALK HORSES

Six stall barn, fully insulated with water and elec! 3 fenced pad-
docks. Lovely 3 bedroom custom built home, fully bricked with
main floor family room and laundry. Also included Is an ingronnd
pool. Asking only $229,900. B7-50

BEAT
RIGHT IN

To thws superbly finishad
4 hedroom  detached
home in Hockwood.
Buill-in  stove, oven &
dishwasher in the Bar-
zotti kitchen plus family
room  with  fireptace.
Seeing is believing, s0
phone me today. 87-47

With a leisurely swim in your 16 x 32 inground pool with full
privacy fence. Enjoy the detached hrick 4 bedroom {1 down-
stairs) bungalow with garage, 2 washrooms, fireplace and more.
Asking $135,900. 87-51

BUSINESS
OPPORTUNITY

Restaurant and Bar. Seals 107,
3200 plus sq ft. buiding, 1%
acres, lots of parking, huge list of
chattels included. Owner must sell.
Located in popular tourist area.
$194,900 buys all. Cali me soon on
this one.

BE YOUR
OWN BOSS

Thriving take-out busingss In
Georgetown with lots of polantial.
Excallent lease terms. All chattals
included. Only $64,800.

MOBILE HOME

Two bedroom mobile home unit, 60
x 12 with eat-in kilchen. Full 4 piece
washroom, laundry hookups and
forced air heating. This unit musl be
moved. Only $14,900.

ACREAGE

| have 68 acres of mixed bush
located in the Hillsburgh area. 2008
teot of frontage with building sites al
rear of property. Permit available.
Call today.

 ADDITIONAL PROPERTIES AVAILABLE

: E!ungulnﬂﬁ: 2 Stories, Building Lols. Acreage, Farms, New Hu_hes Undef Consliuelion. Indusliial. Commarciil Investmem Eri::_-_perl'ie:i'l"- R




