Poage 2- HALTON HILLS OUTLOOK, Friday, July a1, 1847
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Enjoying the tranguil waiers of Foiry Lake is this lone Canada Goose,

With the hot weather in July, not only Lthe birds have taken (v the water.
The beaches have been crowded with swlmmers ond sunbathers out to

beal the heat, (Herald photoi?
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Waves of heat shimmer over the
expaance of desert. Saguare cactus
wised like septinels rise out ol the

ning sand. A weary  cowbay
trudges through the wasteland o a
desperate quest [or waler. Eooking
up he sees vullures, gathering in
macahre anticipation of his death.

A seene such as this could have
been thken from any number of ald.
hme westeens. B owould bear little
relationship In e realily in Hallon
Hills - excepl for the vultures.

Vultures, fealured so prominently
in many westerns, are alse O promi-
nent feature  aleng  the  Niagarn
Escearpment i this area. They are
well established and apprear 1o be en-
creasing in number, From spring to
fall, o walk along the Bruce Trail
amywhere in Hallon or Peel will
almost incvitable yield o siting of
i or more of these large carmon
calers  Exeellent ean’l miss”
vllure vt areas ane Hat-
tlesnake  Pammt ami the  Fallbronk
rocid  aren qusl porth ol Glea
Willtitng
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are s named beeause ther naked
red Bead s ostrmidar o that of
hirkesy They are Lirge birds Ther
s oat witigspan outsinips that of all
sur other breeding Wrds except the
preal blue heron
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Herald Spaecial 1'
Vultures feed almost  exclusively
pn cartion  This habil may  seem
repugnant but s actually o valsable
service to the eovisonment, Hotling,
patentinlly  disease ridden neat s
disposed al. Flies are denied the op.
poriunity to lay their eggs in he rot-
Hl‘lﬂnl‘ﬁi‘:l.

vultures [ecd on cartinn cause,
unbike the closely relaled hawks and
eagles, they lack strong feel and
lalons. They are wnable (o sicike and
grasp prey with any foree. thus out
of  pecessity  they  have  become
scavengers They approach a peten-
tial neal swarily, s of wantig o be
very sure that their prey s indeed
desed Eventually, o they  dontl
obiserye any movetneinl over severid
minules, they may move near and
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n Haltop Hills

begin Lo cal.

Vultures use al least tweo and
possibly three of their sences to findg
carrion. The ones thal soar over the
withe open vislas of the desert can re-
ly primarily on their keen eyvesighi
1o find o potential dinner,

Qur vullures depend on  their
cyesipht ns well but perhaps more
impurtant i their senmse of smell
Unlike tha, desert, the verdant hills
af Halton are cloaked In vegetation,

Vultures *'spiff  out™  the  dead
animals concealled by this vegela-
tion.

There s some evidencee 1hal hear-
ing can come inlo play as well in the
vulture's search Tor fond, I ex.
periments  they homed in on jars
conlaining buzzing fies.

Vullure's ralher
hifestyle has cawsed  soeme  in-
teresiing  physiological adapiations.
The head is featherless Tor example,
<0 rothine [lesh will not cling to gt
Candace Savape in The Wonder of
Canadigr Birds also reparts that the
Vulture has  "oan  extraordinary
resistance oo disease - even the po-
tent botulism toxin has Jittle effect
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