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paramedica and (wo pilela — and is capable of

No happy landings when Bandage One arrives

By MARY-L

1Z S HAW

Herald Staff

In the quiet of the night air,
stirs a sleeping neighborhood.

the thumping of rotar blades
Bandage One is coming in

for landing at Georgetown hospital's helicopter pad. There
are no happy landings when the emergency service 'copter
arrives. Only rushing paramedics, nurses, stretchers, ox-

ygen equipment, intravenous
critical condition,

It's 3 a.m. Doug McLeod of the
Georgetown  Volunteer  Ambulance
Service arrives a2t the scene of o
sericus highway accident in town.
Two victims have been thrown from
their vehicle and are sulffering from
major {njuries. Doug McLeod and
the other ambulance attendants
notlly Georgetown and Distriet
Memorial Hospital while they
transport the victims (o Emergency.

Doctors at the hospital assess the in- PU

juries arnd declde that one of the pa-
llents must be taken (o Toronto,
They stabilize the patient and phone
the Emergency Health Service to
ask for Bandage One, Southern On-
tario's hellcopter ambulance, |

The ambulance arrives, the vic
titn's Injuries are checked again by
air ambulance paramedics, and
then the patient is trasferred lo Sun-
nybrook Medical Centre's Trauma
Unit for emergency surgery. The en-
lire process may toke less than two
hours,

bottles -- and & patient in

It sounds like a scene out of &
television show, But, Oniario’s EHS
has been operating for 10 years
transporting  creitically-ill  palients
from rural and wrban areas lo
Toronto for the best possible
medical treatment in a matler of
howurs.

“It's n great system,” sald Doug
Mcl.eod. “If somenne is suffering
from severe head injuries or an am-
tated limb, the sconer we can get
thot person to Toronto, the betier
chance that person has to survive,™

It Is difficult lo gauge the success
of the program In terms of lives lost
of gained, since the ambulance
handles only the most serious ciases.
“I would say cight out of ten people
transported from  accidents, die of
their Injuiries,” Mr. Mcleod sald.
But, withoeut quick trpansfer, pa-
tfents may suffer from severe ine
juries ovet the fong lerm. “In Toron-
to, they can do wonders,” said Doug
McLeod. *“In some cases thcy may

patlents. Patients may be

brought to unyone of three hospitals, depending
on the services Lhe

1Health Systern base
sunnybrook Medical Cenlre In Toronto, { Photo
bry the Ontario Ministry of Health)

require. The Emer gency
ospital for Bandage One Ix

Saving
precious
minutes

able o re-gttach an  amputated
limb; we con't do that sort of
surgery here in Georgetown.*

“My Impression 15 the service is
quite favorable,"” said Ann Cillis, a
murse at GDMH  in charge of
Emergency and the Operating
Room. “The two (ambulance atten.
dants) who have come here are ter-
rifie.”

The helicopter landing pad or
“helipad” was built al Georgelown
hoepitol in 1984, Since then, the nir
ambulance has heen used an
average of two or three times per
mckiti.

Most calls are relayed from doctor
to doctor, although the helicopter
will fly 1o the scene of an nccident if
necessary. "If we have an aceident
way out in the sticks, we'll call the
hospitul for o doclor and the
parsmedics will land right at the
seene, said Doug MeLeod,

Pilot never knows beforehand
about emergency flight plan

Joerry Bealtie's story reads like an
adveniure novel.

The 39-year-old helicopler pilot is
the Manager of Bandage One's Air

Mnhul:mce_ service based at But-
tonville Airport, between Toronto
and Markham,

He has been with the service since
1978, having flown with Toronio
Helicopters before that. He became

a hellcopler pilot because he was
bored, he said,

*“l was working in an office and |
found T didn't want to do that for the
rest of my life,"” he said. '] look a
ride In a helicopter one day and my
mind was madeup.”

Now, he works 12-hour shifls for
four days, flying anywhere from (-
tawa to Windsor, or as {ar north as
Haliburton,

“When we come o work, we never
know whether we're going to be in
Haliburlon or anywhere,” he sald.
“That's the nlce part of the job -- not
dk.g.ﬂwlng where you'll be from day Lo

.

Although hiz destinations may be
unpredictable, the procedure used
by @ [our-man tcam of pilots ond
paramedics is always the same.

FIRE
BEAT

Motor problems

it o call comes tor Bandage One,
iwo parnomedics and two pilots board
the helicopter, which is sel to lake
orie paticnt, the aireraft 1s in cons.
tant radio conlact with doctors al
Sunnybrook Medical Centre  and
with the ground ambulance at the
scene, Once Bondage One Iands, the
pacamedics will probably spend
about a half hour at the scene,
stabilizing the pﬂtii:nl.h The am-
bulance is equi with monitors,
iV., and £1ﬁild[|)'ﬂfﬂﬁnlnr for heart
paticnts.

Although Mr. Beattie and his crew
of cight pilots have troining in Firs
Ald and Cardie-Pulminnry
Resuscitation he has very little to do
with patlicnts, he said.

**A curtain separates - the
paramedics from the pilols,” he
sald, “They do the job they're troin-
ed for and wedo our job. ™

Since December of 1988, onir am-
wance pllots’ have been flying n
BK117 advanced helicopter, which
Mr. Beattic describes as “*smoather,
guicter and faster,” thon a Bell 212
aircraft, fermerly the helicopler us-
ed for Bandoge One.

“From the public’s poinl of view,

Hay fire
A hay fire brought firefighiers to
a Limehouse farm Monday aofter-
nnon,
Corl Sinctair, who lives on the
Fifth Line was loading straw when
sasne of the bales cought fire.

Firefighters responded to the call
0t 2:41 p.m,
Damage estimates are unknown,

the BKI117 is more neighborly - it
mukes o lot less notse,”” he said.

It takes the crew aboul 11 minutes
to fly from Georgelown to Toronto
centre, {lying al a cruise-speed of
aspproximaliely 140 miles per hour,
soid Mr. Beattje,

Nine ~ pilots, each working an
average of 14 out of 238 days per
month, diffuse the demands -.':d"J flying
air ambulance units, and prevenl
pilot “burn-out.™

“{Toronto's) system is much bet-
ter than the Stotes'.' Mr. Bealtie
said. ""They are trying to do the
same lhing o8 we are, but we have
nine pilots, they may have only two
or three ™

Mr. Beattie noted that from a safe-
ty stondpoint, the air ambulance
system has improved in the nine
years he has been flying for it, “And
the hospitals are more aware of us
now, so they are using us a lot
more.”

The Georgetown Volupleer Am-
bulance Service will invite Bandage
One nnd ether specinl ambulanee
Irnnsfer  unils to Georgetown to
celebrate its 30th Anniversary in

tember. Al units will be on
public display.

Manrevived

A male experiencing  problems

breathing nand  chest  pains  at
smallwond Acres, Aclon, wns
revivedl by firefighlters with  ox-

pen  until the Georgetown Am-
ﬁulnm:n arrived. Iireflighters
responided to the resuscitator call
Sunday at 9:50 a.m.

paramedics in the ambulance take

GROUND TO AIR

one of five alreraft

Randage One is based in
ionvile, north of Toronte, and
hondles all calls in Southern On-
tario, it is the home Lo one of five air.
craft operated by the Emcrgency
Health Service, Two smaller
helicopters are based in  Sudbury
and Thunder Bay and two fixed-wing
alrplanes, a Cessna 1 and o
Heecheraflt King Air Turbo Jet, are
based in ‘Timmins and Sioux
Lookoul,

The cnlire urerutlinn cosls approx-
imately $16 million per year ta main-
tain -- $2 miilion per alrerafl. in 1566,
Bandage One responded to 898 calls,
which means the nverage cost of
cach over $2,000 including
maintenanice and salaries. The

But-

cxtensive emergency medical aid
trainlng., ‘The three-phase  troining
program involves 12 weeks of
classroom Instruction, f{ollowed by
ambulance-hospital rotation and 30
woeka of on-the-Job training.

“The {raining bns been very in.
depth, very ntensive. It covers
everything. It's been a  real
challenge,"””
Posteraro,

This month, air ambulance
paramedics are involved in the se-
cond phase of thelr troining and a
nmumber of part- time attendonts are

~working out of Bultenville, snid
Jerry Beallie.
Although many argue the

helicopler’s chlel advantapge is the
time it saves, Georgetawn District
and Memeorcial Hospital’'s emergency
chief Dr. . Bourns noted that he is
often foced with dlhe dilemmn  of
weighing the s of ground am-
hu]iEi;rt':ﬂtglu the u‘l)r?gmbulnnm.'.

“We find we nsk ourselves, what's
the best way,” suid Dr. Bourps, "By
the time the air ambulance gels
here, and by the time they pet he
patient rendy, we can sometimes gel
patienis to Toronte faster by ground
ambulance.”

But Dr. Bouns said a single air
craft for all of Southern UOntano
scems lo provide adequale service.
“To my knowledge, we have never
honed up and nol been able 1o gel
E,"Im.uzitl.

For cvery paticnt transporied by |

air ambulance, time is & critical fac-
tor. According to Butlooville pilot
manager Jerry Deatlie, 90 per cent
of the patients be transfers are preg-
nant mothers or premature babies.
Doug Mcl.eod notes thal cven on a
g day, with little traffic, it may
take his ground smbulance up to 40
minutes to drive to the ceatre of
Toronto. Once it arrives in
Georgetown, a helicopter can make
the trip in under 15 minutes, while
Riving the patient consistent care,

“ it's 5 pm. on a weckdoy, 1
don't want ta have to drive to Toron-
to,”” Mr. Mcleod said. '"We have
enough thlems trying to get peo-
ple to pull over in Georgelown.™

76 Guelph 51
Georgetown, Onl
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TRANSPORTATION -
Nandage Three Ils based in Thunderbay ond i

rated by
Health System. A smaller hellcopler than' the
Soulthern Onlarlo-based Papdage (ine, Tta ndage
Three can transport a critlcally Wl patlent to

said paramedice B-‘.Iariﬂl

the Emer gency
s based in Sudbu

Good
driver?

Good deal!

Your goeud :Inwnf recersd may
aualify you for Allstae’s low Gl
[ }iver auto msagance rates Call,
ur cotne in. and compare,

Alistate

You're in good hands.

Allgtate Inwwance Co of Canada
~Alstate Insurpnee Company

116 Guelph Street

Caeirpelown

873-1643

MARBLE
CHEESECAKE

Crusy
1 cudgratam waler crumbs
Y cup cocna
2 thap. sugat
Vi cop meifed Tutier
Comtine graham  crumbs, cocod  aed
suqat: Bend in botter. Piens onln Bolfom
ol 840" sponglonn pan ChlE wbale
making bilng s
Filling:
A1 cream cheese
b oup sual
3 eggs
2 1sp vanitia
4 squares semn Sweet chocolale
Beat cream cheese unlil smuglh,
Graiualky beat in sugar. Beal in egips, one
3t 2 hime, at low speed. add vamlla Pour
hall gt cheate musdute (2 cups) nlo
amyiber ol add metted chocolale and
hend well Pow 1 cup while chegse mux
twie on p ol prepared crust spread
smoothty Ongzle 1 cup chocolate mixure
on lop; spread gently- Tap with remairsng
white mdure, Spfedd very genlly, Uogrle
remainandg chiocofate minlufe 00 g a5
evenly a5 possitde. Using o small spatuli
or krufe, genlly st balter Lt make 3
bled desgn. Bake 1 JOO deyree oven lor
1 hour Turn gwen ofl and leave cake in
sule for 1 howt longer. Codl o pan al Joum
] lemperatute. Loosen Sdes and remove
! Glaze; In small saucepan, mell 4 squares
] seml sweet chocolato and Y cup baller,
! blend well Spread over top arkd sutes of
cheesecakp, Chall 24 howrs belure ser
ving. {16 scrvings)

 HIGH INSURANCE
DISCOUNTS

Toronto ln under 12 hours. Thls eliminates the
two-day ground tronsporfation that waos
hefore the aystem was set up. A third hellp copler
. Timmlns and Sloux Lo okaul
have fixed-wing afrcralt ambulances, (Photo by
the Ontario Minlstry of Henlth)

A Tasty Recipe

P L L BT I R
B g R TS

~ NEXT COURSE
 BEGINS AUGUST 19th

- 4 WEEKS
Wednesday & Thursday, 7:00-10:00 p.m.

used

TRAFFIC COURT
AGENT

Upset About An Unjust Traffic
Ticket? — H So, Fight it!

Afordstie Halp For —

* Tralig Tichets — Aftiduniy
» Ligquoe

* ¥ pung OMgndery

* Byliw OMHbnacen

} grremt pofece allacee walbh 15 ' FrperFnLe :
Arpoei e will Tormes & agafiended prosasdab B
pioypculer srd trmerdd suppoed olalt 39 gt B
and's altpng cowtl wfh plae ¥Yoe misn gu 4p
DP s

CALL:

TICKETTS INC.

20 Beam-Upurl, Umit 9 Brpmpion LEwW IR

An4-4727
Lriytima
— FREE CONSULTATION —
Protect against ingurance Hikes
' and Demwerit Points

Berampton Olfice

PIMAINST. 8.
GEORGETOWN

877-8569
SPECIALS ~— ..
BAKER'S !

SEMI-SWEET
CHOCOLATE

*1.49. |

GRAHAM
CRACKER
CRUMBS

*1.25.

SULTANA BAR |
COOKIES

1 *360. |

¥.D. COURSES
ARE AVAILABLE:

In the comiart of your own home ot in my office.

Sept. 2—-Back T4 o~ All slienis admilied 54 price Conlact ma ol any ime {or this acrvico.

OVER 300,000 GRADUATES RECOMMEND

T e i
i - e

| GLENDA HUGHES
' 877-5296 or 877-8402

5355555555555 555555555558555555855555558885%S
,

Yirefighters  investigale $ 5535555555555 5555555555555585995555553883588 ONLY THROUGH .
arknown odar ot o g, e FralSe alarm g o ¢ [ AUTHORIZED "
undoy at 7:58 am. ’ ,L' cause of The ala it Miracie Food Muart o CENTRES OF 3
e e, G, o s FROYAL CITY B3 Res oo s
Lo it Fire officials said the I’uilﬂrt wirs $ E_..!_i_u_‘_._:_l._l.m}_l._l..!.m}_-!- $ «AOAD TEST OF CANADA
v o Whis ars caused hy a severe thunderstorm. 8 $ INCLUDED Lﬂc%fggfs{'#sr
i o llurlrrg‘nimrr HYUNDA' COUNTRY $ $ *PRIVATE N- ::
: “I am fwinan VSHTTRIICTR  Sales & Leasing — Complete Parls & Stivice gy 328 Guelph St., Georgetown & 0
overyone to Jike me, but smari SERLRCUIRGEMMLIHILLL 877-5296 CAR LESSONS !
fﬂﬂ;}ﬁhﬁﬂliknnw that not everyone EEYERLIE PRLLELEEE $  glendo Hughes $ i
i v will.” -Trulin : e -4
. PRI . . SPECIAL 4 DAY PROGRAM |
;' {(j:go pgpucl) Every Wednesday, uly 29th September 21 » WHAT CAN 1 AFFORD? o Aug. 24th, 25th, 26th & 27th .
[ @q{@" JJ Georgetown Memorla! Arena 7:60-9:00 p.m, 3 # iF Ihe intares! rales have you confused $ g:[]ﬂ 3.m.-3:30 p.m. n
= & IF [t hogysing prices seem shisggoenng
i $ N w IF your paychack doesn’t seam sulficent 3
E ADMISSION SPECIALS: S * IF you really wan! to know — ¢
[I . . ‘“WHAT CAN | AFFORD?"" . :
July 29—~Coupies Might—Couple admitted for 51.00 NTT——— ¢ _ 2 -
| S o s . Y CONEIDENTIAL . 16 Mountainview Rd. S., Georgetown -
i : ::E:::r:m?::ﬁ:‘f;:::gll::umtm:d by IH " $ NO OBLIGATION 5 FOR BRAMPTON OR BRAMALEA .
Aoy 26— simiy Nighi-Famby sdBi1aien 52.00 .  PERSONAL FINANCIAL ANALYSIS : CALL 459-0417 :
(Mnimum 1 aduit) ‘
5 $ A
3 $
$ $

Skale Rentals 75° General Admission 51.00




