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Cutlool

Reflections on a

I think back al times on how my in-
terest  in pature arose  and
developed. There was  definiteiy
some parestal influence. When T was
yang, my father browght home
pels, Lazards, tocloises amd hoerned
loads took 4 residence in
cdownstirs tervariums and those ex-
otic creatures spurred my interest, |
can recall proudly escorting my
grade twe class to my home to view
our4d {t. igueanas.

1 remember also, a pond thal
formerly coxisted in a field behind
try house. {t was here thal I made
my first enthusiaslic inquiries inlo
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Ynu1l have a ball this
summer when you
stop for Kenthicky Fricd
Chicken. Pick up a Pienie
Pack ol great-tsting

the nalural environmea! aroand me
1 cought frogs and tadpoles amel 1o
my mather's chagrin, garter sniakes

[n the manner of children pasl pre
sent o oand  fulure,  these  creatures
would be carricd tnaumphantly back
lo the household amd, despite my
mother's  earnest  protests,  many
would become lemporary boarders.
I became amazed, my mother hor
rfied, at the ability of garter snakes
o squevze through tiny. hales in their
enclosures. Once o quartel of ihe
siriped reptiles decided to ke Joave
of their living quarters nnd establish
dominion over the rest of the base.
ment. Our clothes didn’t pel washed
for a fortnight,

When 1 was o bttle alder, my
friends and | began to make forays
further aficld in scarch of anjrmals
and adventure. Most frequently we
would explore Silver Creek in the
Cedarvale area. That area became
our e - we knew il and Lhe
cresures 1t shellered,  itimately
Wi christened o sondbiar i the
stream “Heplile island™ because o
the oumbers of snakes and tertles
we'd fined there
thouph,
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Backyard
Naturalist

By DON SCALLEN ‘
Tevald Special

was 1he old mill ponad on River Hoad.
T me, this stagnant duckweed
covered pond was o veritable
Gurden of Eden. Swallows played
over the surface of the water and
huge bulllrops sal like monaoliths at
the  water’s  edge,  accasionally
signalling their vitality by spapping
up a dragonfly,

The crealures that held the most
fascination for me were the turtles
and the null pond was chaltk full of
thase armoured reptiles. There were
piainteds :hu:-f.' woyld  hau!
themselves oul an logs by the dozen.

There also lurked an the pond a
lurtle with o malevolent ceputation -
the suapper. The mill pond was
heme  to numerchs snappers  Some
of the older specimens were usually
clearly  visible, their  impressive
tulks  cutting  swaths  through  the
chuckw eed

Poppycock

LOUNGE
AtANDG MUSIC MON -FRI 4 1> m

WEEKENDS LIVE 50 3 to 70 « MUMSL, '

Crergs o
Wognisihriew
i Gueiph 51
Arr-Fm1y

Free Beach Ball

Whether syarre gettng
together wh e Bunly
or B gang, veal'l)

finel o Piciie Pack sine
e sund vour preasdy

o Liftest

‘breeding ground for mosquitoes’

Ter tne, the snapping turtle was one
of  the most  exciting, Impressive
animais  tha! could be found. The
ndged back, the long jagged tail, the
sharp beak and its agpresive anture
impressed  me  greatly,  Snapping
urtles  were  like  mini-dinosaurs.
ey seemed too outlandish, 100 ex-

otic 1o be found in the rather civiliz-
exd environs of Southern Ontario,

I remember capturing one of the
lurgest snappers in the pond and fin-
ding several [al, juicy leeches lodg.
ed in the pils of {ls back Jegs. With
my friends we formulated a plan of
iction and decided to return another
day to remove the leeches, Though
as harcbrained and misguided 0s o
scheme of Tom Sawyer, we returned
o the pondd Lo recapture the giant.

After  perhaps  iwo  hours  of
sloshing through the black
malodourous woze of the pond bol.
lom we apain captured the beast. [
gribboed its long bony tail and held
the snapper al arm’s length, As |
did, my  butihes  mapeuvered  as
elose as they could to the (lailing
snapper withoul  cominpg wilhon
range of als pwapimg jaws and poured
satlt on the Livvehes

Take a cruise

The swnmer s oply BUginning  so
vl Bave from now unhi] Oclober (o
ICestfiohe vooer et b e
o tree lop oo orueehishing boat
designed especially for wheeichains

The owner of 1his specially equip-
ped 30-t . wooden hulled, sea skilf is
Mr Jun Catalipe A few vears ago
he gave up s job to devote time to
Ilhie  information of a  non-profit
erganizalion, Execaliber  Leisure
Skills Centre Inc (ESLOY which of-
fers Iree touwrs for American and
Conehians, operaling out of Huffala
NY In 1988 snoits first wenr, § 100
Americans  saw  Miapara  Wiver,
fiake Ene,and the BMack Hock
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Twa lo three tnps ddy are made
by the admiral I’ R Lucei nut of the
Niagarn  Frantier Transporiation
Authority Small Boat Harbor (Bul-
[alm} fer lwa to l[eur heur sport
fishing or  boating/sightseeiny
trips. Twelve people can be ac
commuodated, four in wheelchnirs,

Boarding the vessel 15 oo problem
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We'll never know 1If we were suc
cessful in remaoving them  The shap
et was hy now, very upsit [ placed
It back in the pond where 1t made 2
spoecdy retreat from its would  be
helpers,

some kids didn't share our affee-
o and cencern for snapping turties

and the other creatures i the pond.
They came with BB guns, intent on

using the harmless and beautiful oc-
cupants of the pond for target prac-
tice.

The pond remained as o magnet tn
neighbourhood  children  unti] g
tateful day when the Credit Hiver
wis dredged upstream from the old
tarber dam. Most of the pend was
filled 0 undeublably, countlegs
numbers  af  ereatures  woere
smolhered. [ wny returning  home
from waork that day and stopped o
view the exlent of the damape. |
Lilked for o while to the dredging
pperator  who  informed me  (hat
“The pond wasn't of WY use o
anyonc - gust o beecding prround for
masguitoes™ if he only knew

this summer

as the dock has been designed to per-
mil  wheelehair  access  and
hydriwulie {ift lowers one on 1o the
deck. Onee on deck there are han-
drails, iron rinps 1o secure the chair
and anather {1 to take one below
deck where two  aceessible
washroams are provided, as well as,
two cols. Besides this, a dingram of
the- boal and instrocticns for VHE
radio  operations  are  written  in
braille, The tharbor i3 also
wheelchair  aceessible  with &
restavrant. washrommn, and  picnic
tables,

Valunteers are relicd an to operate
the boat and donations keep the ex-
penses paid. Mr, Cataline is anxious
that atl citizens experience (he joys
ol the water and would welcome
visilnrs nnd  volunteers fron
Canadn

If you wuuld like more informa.
bhon, call Mr Catalino ot
-AI876-0997 o write tn Excaliber
baisure  Skills Centee o/o Jams
Catalino, 465 Colvin Avenue, Buffzlo
Y 146

Last  week, we  discussed  the
Human Ecology Foupdation of
Canzada, a suppurt group which is at.
lempting lo address the problems
factng those with extreme on-
vironmental hypersensitivity.

The quarterly newspaper, publish-
ed by the Ecolp Foundalion, is
recommended reading  for  anvone
who may be expericncing problems
or those who want 1o learn more
about pood food, vitamins and
minerals, howusing repuirements,
and environmental thazoards.
Membership is $20 per vear

Two local residents, Marp
Lamothe and Wendy Medjand
discusy the "20th Century disease"
in more depth on Halton Cable 4.
"Against the Odds "' The show was
nired Wednesday, and  will be
rebroadeast Thursday, July 23 ot 7
p-m,

Here's some gond news for Milton
residents. A special door-to door van
service will be Introduced in Milton
on Aug. 5, between the hours of 9:30
am. and 2:30 pm., every Wednes.
day for a three month {rial period.

Il you cannol board regular buses,
¥oit may apply for ikis parallet ser-
vice by oblaining an  appllcation
form from the town office nlﬁ{rr July
15
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