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Politicians play doctor

There may be stranger wiays 1o
make law than the recent changes
made here to the Mental Health Act.

But it is hard to imagine how.

And the strangeness applies not.

only to the contents of the law but the
process by which il received final
approval.

Last December, the Liberal
government  and  the Conservative
epposition aceepted an amendment
o the Mental Health Acvt by New
Democeral Evelyn Gipantes

It removed the authorily of the
rovince's 12 psychiatric  review

ards  to  authorize  nvoluntary
treatment of mentally disturbed pa
tients ~

Queen’s
Park

By [erek Nelson

The ahbility to refuse treatment -
Plicd to the ndividuals themselves,
il they were judged competent. or to
patients’ representatives 1f the pa-
tients were judged incompetent  to
make the decision

Althouph passed in December, it
wash't o become law for several
months.

According Lo Health Mugnster Mur
ray FElston. he almost immediately
idicated to both the Conservatives
and the 5D that he thought they'd
acted hastily.

He antroduced o new
would  have restored  the
treat patients involuntaridy

Except, interestingly, by menns of
electroshock  therapy  (ECT:  and
psychosurgery.

since the age of drugs overtook
psychiatry, psychosurgery has prac
tically disappeared as a means of
ircatment anyway

Bul ECT is stil) widely used, and
cffectively

PLAY IMMTOR

In short. 1he government  had
decided 1e  play declor by
climinating one ¢emmon means of
ireatment while allowing others,

It was making a medical decision
for n political reason, simply that
ECT is controversinl.

But it was the principle of involun-
tary treaimeni that created the most
furer,

bill  that
riphl  te

On one side. the families of the
mentally unbalanced and many of
thaose working in the mental haalth
ficld  supported  involuntary  trest
ment.

But severmd “pahient nphis™ and
civit libertarian groups lined up o
the other side

The  New  Democrane  Party,
which vomes down on the cotleetivist
side on most assues, steod with the
individual and s nght to sav “no*
on Lhis one

The Conservatives supparied  the
Grit Tegislation partly because of the
lobbying ol family and professional
proups but also because Elston had
asked them to They didn™t see 1t as a
PATLISAn (5sie

And that was the way mallers
stayed mipht theough public hearings
where the Tores asked for accurnle
figures on the nember of cases in
which review hoard have  granted
campetence overrides in Lhe past

They  dudn’t gel them, brnping
critic Pl Andrewes o later clim
he was deceived and to ask Elston
why the tmnister hadn't deemed gt
appropriate e provide htm wilh
Uthe  very essence of  the  arpu
ment?

{The  figures, whivh  were  even
teally released, were 16 applications
and 11 orders for competent pa
tients, and 59 apphlicatinns and 49
arders {for “incompetents *)

FLIP-FLOP

What  eventually happened was o
ip-flop by the Liberals,

They decided tosplit the tssue

The nght of competent people to
rejeet  Ireatment watld  be cone
sielered fing

As  New  Demoerat Richard
Johnston s, thev'd only been in-
cvivtded in the lirst place because of
the diffhicully  of  dehning com-
pelence

Huowever,  those who  had  been
deemed  incompetent and were
represented by someone else coutd
continue to be loreed into treatment.

This was becouse of a fear that pa-
tient nights' advecates might come
te represent patients  and  reject
trealment on ideological  grounds
regardless of the need.

This brought Johnston tp  suppest
that what shuuld be dealt with then
i5  the quaiity of cepresentalion,
rather than competence.

It is all guite sirange - and ensurey
ihat we haven't heard the last of the
issues involved.

SNAFU® by Bruce Beattie
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""He only speaks French, but he's trained
to show subtitles....”
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To be honest, I've always felt
that the power of Pasit[vc thinkng Ls
Just alittle overrated,

Oh, i's certainly comforting to
belleve that you can get ahead In
llte Just by telltng yoursell, “every
dar. In every way, I'm getting
belter and better.™

The problem is that this so often
flies in the face of the obvicus fact
that every day, In varlous ways,
we're geltlng lousler and lousier.
This Is called the maturing process.

Bul now, psychologists are
proclaiming that an oplimistic
outlook can aclunl]]v Improve your
bealth and your abllity to overcome
siress, There was a news story op
this just the other day.

Well, I dunno. It's certalnly nice
to bave a sunny outlook on the
world, but I'd llke to seek some
statistica {o back up this claim that
cptimism can help you llve longer.

Weir’s
View
b |

By Ian

| Weir

My own Lheug — admlittediy’
unscientific — [s that optimists get
kil by buses as often as lmisis
do. [t's just that the optimists are 50
much more surprized when it

hap :

1111, the peychologists are
ingisting thal optlmism I8 good for
you. Indeed, one Michael Scheler, &

chnluﬁr professor at Camegle

ellon Unlversity in Pltizburgh,
was quoled as saying: "If 1 were
lost at sea In a lieboat, I'd mtch
rather be stuck with an optimist
than a pessimist."””

The prolessor conllnued: I
would expect an optimist to be able
fo row, and for a long period of
time, because that person belleves it
wlil pay off. A pessimist would lay
back [n the sun, laking It easy, and
say, ‘What's the use?"

Hmm. One could perhngs,
quibble with the baslc premise,
here.

If two men are siranded In =
lifeboat, should we rezily call the
one who Is deing all the rowing the
oplimist? A cynle might call him the
Sucker.

Still, the professor ralses an
Interesting polnt — what happens
when an optimist end a pessimist
Fet together? (Apart from the
nevitable unpleasantness

he ‘mag

process’

concerning doughnuls and holes, of
course.)

We have all met oplimists, These

are the people who assurc you, after
the transmisslon has fallen out of
our new car as you were raclng
ome [fallowing notiflcation that
your house was burning down:
“Some day you'll look back on thls
ind laugh!t"

This Is why optimists do not have
any friends,

And just imaglne — to use Prol.
Scheler's scenarlo — being stranded
n & lifeboat In the middle of an
ocean with this sort of person,

You — as a reasonable,
intelligent adull — survey Lhe scene
aod conclude glessimlsucnllr: “We
are |n the middle of an ocean In an
elght-foot llieboat, out of food and
surrountded by sharks, This is nol &
good situation.”

And your r.:nmpan[nn chirps
back: “Buf at least It snutralnh:f.’

You point out to him -~ calmly
and qulelly — that the absence of
rain Is a substantial problem,
consldering that your contalners of
fresh water are already half-em H;

He polnls out, of course, that they
are half-full,

Not wishing {0 debate the point
any fturther, you lle back In the sun
while yotur companlon commences
rowing en:rﬁeucnu}-. You imagine
all the stralned muscles he will
wake up with fomorrow moming,
and for a time this makes vou feel
beller.

Unfortunately, he won't shut up.
“If you'd help row,” he sugges
hopefully, “we'd get there a lot
faster.”

“This Is the middle of an ocean,"”
yaou polnt ocut. “'There |s nowhere to
getto.”

He rolls his eyes and shakes his
head. “Don't be such & Gloomy Gus.
And stop frowning — you'll get
wrinkles."

This is lhelﬁolnl at which you see
a ship, far In the distance. You jump
up and down, shoullng and waving
your arms. The ship takes no notlce,
and sakls over the horizon.

For just a moment, "your
companion looks crestifallen. And
then he brightens, and pats you on
Lhe arm. “Some day,” he exclalms,
“we'll look back on this and laugh!"’

Naturally, you have only one
opticn. You (take up one of the onrs
— a good steut oar — and apply It
Iberally.

Once you have {inished, you
stand panting over your companion
and enarl: “And don't let me hear
oy say, ‘at least we've still got our
Eﬂ.]mi....

Don’t listen to the psychologlsts.

Oplimlsm can kil you.

Ontario warkers will enjoy greater
protection as the result of propos
changes to the Employment Stan
dards Act. Labour hﬁnistur William
Wrye recently introduced legislation
that  will extend the ripht  to
severnnce pay for workers affectied
by layolls and terminations,

“"Workers in this province have o
right to baste economic pretection
against layoffs and clasures," Mr.
Wrye told the legislature. “More im-
porianl, they have a right in relain
their dignity in the face of adversity;
a ripht to know that their worlh as
human beings is not  diminished
because they are without o jol.

Iinder  the  tegislation, any  in-
dividual  worker  with five yenrs
employment at an enterprise  with
nn annual pavreall of at teast $2.5
millton will be elipble for severance
Wiy o cases  aof  Aerminating or
cngthy lavell

Also, 1the  ntice-nf-terminalion
period that emplovers would be re-
quired to provide to individual or
Kroups af workers will be lengthen.
el

The  warker, community  and
povernmerd  must alse be informed
an  why a mass layoff is faking
place: what the impact will be, and
what the employer is prepared to do
to help the affected warkers

Mr. Wrye said the changes “‘will
bang 4 new measure of pconomic
Justice to working men and wemen
in this provinee

Woarkers 1nid off or lerminated as
of June 5, 197 are covered wnder
the Llegislation

CLEANING-UIP ONTARRIO

Environment  Minister Jim
Hradley recently  anocunced new
and expanded funding programs to
assist  municipalities and  industeics
lo improve their waste management
systems, beginning this  year with
8.5 millinn.

The new Comprehensive Funding
Program includes privincinl aid to
hedp establish landfill sites, transfer
slations and processing sites.

Emphasis is alse placed on the 41t
Programs f(or Waste Management:
reduction,  re-use, recovery and
recycling,. The govermment hopes
that  these programs  will  divert
large amounts of wasic {rom less
desirable oplions such as landfill,

“Mr. Bradley =zaid the enhanesd
ProErams “"pul. substlantinal
resources in the hands of the front-
ine players who are grappling with”
waste disposal problems,

Poets’
Corner

AJOLT

Touchlng vou
SRS
stlcking
my lnger
in 8 lamp socket
it Hghis me up
and gtves me
idcharge,

— By MARLOWE C. DICKSON,

HILZ Beotnn

UPTOSPEED
Ancther day
beglns
with unsteady step -
ol Mrat
A lhought of you
brings il 1o a galt
s glimpae
I'm atfull gallop,
Marlowe . Dickson
R.R. 12 RBeeton, Ontario
LOoG LAD




