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Halten-Buriington AMPP  Don
Knight, announced Monday he will
not seek reelection in the next pro-
vincial election this fall,

The J45-yvear-uld said although he
has enjoyed his  constiluency
duties, it became obwvious to him
that  “something  was  missing”
during his two-yvear term oas
Liberal back-Bencher.

“I've becn in business for some
time now,” Knight told the Herald
BMonday. *In making decisions |
felt T was making meaningful con
tributions to the community.

"1 didn't fecl that was part of my
function as a liberal back- ben-
cher.”

Other back-benchers have faced
the same problem, Mr. Kaoight add-
od, but few have dealt with il.

Mr. Knighl s meeting with 1he
Halton North FProvineial  Liberal
Riding executive to discuss a possi-
ble successor. He said he knows of
mo one o! the moment, but he
thinks lhe Assoevintion will have
few problems finding a eandidate.

“1 think you't]l find people jump-
ing at the chanee,” Mr. RKnighi
said. “Hallon-Hurlinpton has been
Liberal for the past 12 vears- dur-
ing bad times.” )

since the Liberals are expecied
to form a majority governmen! in
the next election, a Liberal can-
didate in the Halten-Burlinglon
riding would have o good chonce of
winning. the MPP said.

Mr. Knight sail however, he
fears a lurge mpjority government
in power. I tends to inhitit back-
benchers and compounds  feelings
of discontent, he added.,

"I think e federal scene (under
Prime Minister Brian Mulroney)
shows us some of the problems of a
large majorily governinent,” Bbr.
Knight said.

Bon Knight
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A teast o good memnoriex and old frieads - The
Geargetvwn Distriet High School centenniol reunion wos
a smash this weekend ps almowt 3,000 people reglstered
for the three day extravagansa. Here, former chumas
meel fn the 200 - 30°s and 40's decade room for o toasl,
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Ch to you, GDHS

{Herald Phivio)

Fronl Julle Marlow,
Henderson (1937-3%. Hack row John Foulls (1913-1939),
[Ray Harlow (1939 and Georpge Hendersen 193019029,

farel Armold (1835) and Jean
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It’s Worth the Drnive to Acton!

Reunion ’87
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Hy DRIAN MaclLEOD
Herald Staff
They came f(rom all over the
world,

From Australla, India, West Ger-
many, Scotland, Austria, New Mex-
ito, California, South Africa, New
Zealand, the Caribbean, Ieceland and
from all over Canada’s len pro-
vinces and two terrtories.

The met former classmnates,
rekindled old memories and made
New anes.

Throughout the weekend sounds of
rise were followed by [oughter
then by long, involved conversa.

tion.

And there were almost 3,000 of
them.

The sounds of the Georgetown
Bistrict High School Centennla]l reu-

nion  rang through the hatls,
resonated thmupﬁ‘n old classrooms
and bounced through the gym-
nasium for three days.

It's impessible to determine which
was Lhe most suceessful, The decade
rvoms where long chats, old photos
and memecabliia often enterfained
former students, the wine and
cheese party on Friday night tn the
cafetorium, the Saturdny barhecue,
or the massive outdoer dance which

Swept away in the
waves of emotion

Sundwiched in between the open-
ing and clesing ceremonmies ol Lhe
Sthoul
an abun-
keep  former
at-

High
Wil

Georgetewn  District
Centennial Reunion
dance of events  to
students  buzzing
muosphere electrifying,
Former Rebels
old stomping grounds

and L

the

tournament,

Close on {he hevis of the bashﬂthng
an

those who perhaps couldn't get as
high over the net to spike as they us-

tournamient  came  spikers -

el {o-in a volleyball tournament
The 10 Years in

Nurtna  Thompsan,  whao
GDHS in the early “Hs, now a Lo

don, On!. resident said, “The show
wits marvelous. Hats off Lo the per-
You
just fell like you were back in J.0L s

son who played J.1.. Lambert

class ™

Doth Norma Thompson and  her
friend Betty MeCumber (nee Grant:
who also attended in the early “40s
were  pupils  of former teacher

rcturned te their
GDHS
Rymnasium - where they teok aim ot
the hoops once again in a boasketball

Hoevue musical
play written by Jim Broughton wis
4 hit wilh everyone who saw il. As
attended

Florenee Luke. “She's just terrific,
She's  just  the same. She hasn'
chaoged o hit,” Norma and Detty
saird,

As Detty Flemming tnee Charey)
who attepded in the tate '50s and is
now a resident of Calgary, and her
friend Susan  Alken  (nee Cunne
imgham) who attended in the early
‘65 signed in their  respective
decade ks they reflected on the
reunlon.  “I'm  seeing  people we
haven't seen for over 20 years. For
sure it was worth coming frum
Colgary. It's phenomenal.”  Betty
ik,

While former students, eoften scen
with kids in twe, poroded up ond
down the hxlls of the school tryfug to
remember if it was math or nch
they hed in one  c¢lassroor
anvther, Ted Gorth was busy rf
ing and tobulating registrant:
June Lenze was  kepl
regisiering the thousands in
tange. y..3

An earlybird walk and a begitpge
*walk on Saturday oand Sunday] pnd
breakfasts in the cafetoriwm jgept
formoer pupils cyes Dixed on chufiges
which have taken place throughoeut

the years

But the elo ag ceretriones  Sun.
day ofternoon provided o s
img  moments  for orpg wizers and
fermer students,

Al Darby  was recopgmeasd as the

person who travelled the furthest for
the reunion - all the way from
Australin, and Haltie Svkes Gibbons
I was e oldest fortner student
in attendance.

Bob McMenemy and Bill Bingham
read the list of ex-students who died
during the twoe World Wars and the
Kerean  canflict  while a  lone
lrumpeter (Paul Thompsan! saluted
the follen soldiers

“Steries have been told and retold
There were a lot of familiar naanes,
o lot ol familiar (aces a lot of
familine niomes and faces that didn't
come  back  right  away,” Mr.
seMenemy sand,

“The prople thol we've seen apain
this weekend are the people that had
mn imparlont ampact on our lives,
The people here are the people that
gave us the knowledge and pave us
the disvipline amd they goave us the
support so that we coudd go oul and
e what we would become,”
MeMenemy sad,

_L_‘ e g‘ P .
Council at odds on Acton firehall plan

The Acton [fire station is “‘inade-
guate'" and badly needs 1o be
reploced but funds for a new sia-
tion may he slow in coming.

Halton Hills Fire Chief Bill Cunn-
ingham sald fire underwriters
burveyed the Acten  stition  in
September 1984 and  termed  the
station “inadequate.”

The underwriters recommentded
o three boy depot with a ot large
enough 1o provide o 1raining arca,
Chief Cunningham said,

“The working arca of the station
is - anything but suitable,

ownstairs, which is the nuts and
belts of the fire station, 15 very in-
efficient and o number of times
we've had to tmove trucks out to get
at other trucks.” Chiel  Cunn-
tngham said :

“I needs to e replaced ond 10 ds
not af the hest lecation ot the pre
sent Lirme,” the Chaef added.

The three hay stalion now houses
five  wvelucles, Firefighters  often
tust toove frockhs o get ot the
water tanker needed o fight rural
[ires, the Chiel sairl.

Chief Cunningham wias atlemp-
{ing to secure funds for a new sta-
tion ol Monday's Capital Fereeas!
meeting  but muncigturs put  the
project on hold {or another year
pending the oulvoine of a study hy

[nwup[:mm'.r:-iumlHufﬁmchiuf.

Chie! Cunningham had re-
uested 965,000 for  architectural
fees in 19840, $130.000 Tor Jand ac-
Tuisition in 1989 and $650,000 for
completion of the siation in 19940,
Councillurs denied  the funds {or
designing the building and  defer-
red the land acquisition (unding
until 1950,

Halton 1ills Mayer Huss Miller
saitd the station should net have
become inadequate so fasl because
it was expanded ten vears apoe and

the town's papulation hgs remain
ed  relatively  stable e 1974,
“Maybe we should havey gomebody
look ol it instead of] {spending

maoney irtesponsibly as Yt appears
the council did ten vy Is apo,”"
Mayor Miller said.

A conscious decision Whs made
with the best informationt available
at the time,” Chiel Cufingham
spid of the decision to expand the
station ten years o,

The mayor supdested the
$140.000 for buyving land be deleted
from capital forecasis  in 1089,
“Sometimes you have to put up
with sumething o little inlerior if
you ¢an't afford it the mayoer
snid,

Councillor
the need fo

Pam Sheldon  naeted
a nmew fire statiga s
R, &

Wh{}'ﬁ H—: ,
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rooma pro
glory days
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r the list of those who had signed up In their decode room
n Digirict High School reunion Saturday. The decode
lo be a popular meellng place for old friends lo relive thelr

not being questloned but just when
und  where the - funds will be
allocated is in doubt. “I'm wonider-
ing, is this not the time instead of
deleting it we  should not  be
pushing them abkead,” she said of
the proposed new station.

“My God il we keep leavinpg
everything in...then why don't we
go ahead and leave everything as it
is,”” the mayor spid of attempls 1o
cul some $918,000 in tax levies oul
of 1988 and 193 capilal expen-
difures.

“Sooner or later we've got to biie
the bullel. 1 thought we were here
to cut the budpet back. If there's
one thing 1 hear it's how am 1 going
to pay these taxes?” Mayor Miller
CHITIE

“To lose sight of the Enct that we
need o Tirelall, T think, is as ir-
responsible as the mayor feels 1o
raise laxes oo high is irresponsi-
hle,”* equn. Sheldon replied.

Conncillor Norm Elliott said the
new fire stotion likely would not be
huill in 1989, *1 personally think
that the fire station in Acton is in a
lousy location, (at Bower Avenue
and Willpw Streety," he said.

Chief Cunninghom  sald the fire

department is attempting e gel
lirefighters off the back of the
trucks. Ton do so it would require
cutting a truck in hall and adding a
noew  seclion, thus expanding the
truck several feet. But the current

station camot  handle a  higger
iruck, the fire chiel said.

"“Unider certain circumstances
the truck will sit euiside,” Chief
Cunningham said.

Councillor Norm  Elliott  ques-

lioned the idea of hiring on ar-
chitect 1o design a fire station
before finding out where the sta-
tion is golng Lo Ko,

“1 have same definite ideos as to
where that siation should po,'" the
Chief sait. But he could not relense
the location becouse it wonld affect
the value of the Jand

The Fire Chief smd the depart-
ment 15 loking ot purchasiog 2
new truck in several years ol a cost
al roughly ST9L00. But the door-
Wilvs are oo narrow now and the
frucks are gelling deamaged when
they goout, he snid.

The Chicl's request for $100,000
[0 replace the 22-yvear-old overhead
doors s the Geourgetuwn Firehall
wis [ef1 in 1he forecast.

Local post carriers
back to business as usual

Though Hallon Hills postal
workers are relieved aboul being
back to work they are still awaitlng
detalls of the tentalive sottlement
from the Letter Carriers Unlon of
Canada national office,

“I only know what 1've seen in

- the newspapers. What I've seen in

the news papers lpoks ' said
fﬂﬂ Local 154 Preaident Ron Ril-
e, &

A lenlallve agreement was
reached July 4 In the three week

old dispute which saw rotating
strikes in cities throughout
Canada.

""The workers are asking me for
guidance and ! can't tell them
anything,'" Mr. Ritchle said.

“Everybody seems to be a litlle
bit happy about it,"’ he added,

. ong

He sold there is often o time lag
befor¢ the information can get
printed up nnd circulated with al)
the detadls of the agreement.

Georgetown postal workers have
“no big problems” with manage-
menl  because no  sirikebreakers
woere used in the one day local
walkout June 18, Mr, Ritchiezaid.

Locenl 272 unlon president [n Ac.
ton Lloyd Smaliwood echoed Mr.
Ritchle's sentiments. 1 don't
think unyhnd;f renllg gains from o
postal strike,” he said,

Unlike tension stemming trom
pickel line viclence In sgmée major
ciles, Acton's flve member t
office had no problems during thelr
day walkout June 18,' Mr,
Smallwood said.

rl:g- close 10 4,000 people Saturday
right in the parking lot at the pool

entrance,
GDHS Centenninl Commilttee vice-
chairperson Tom Ramaulatsingh

safd il best, it was fun for me not
mly to talk to former siudents, but
to eall them their nomes. Many were
surprised when | addressed them by
their first and last prmes. | was

greatly impressed with the
orderliness, the jo the ecslasies
und the manner in which former

siudents, teachers and {riends
reminisced about their past eventful
times."

Commiltee chalrman Tom Beer
reflected on the weekend's evenls as
he and his wile Penny dismantled
the ajumni art show at the Halton
Hills Library - Cultural Centre eorly
Monday morning.

“l met millions of former pupils.
They came up and | saw their names
ton name tags) and | saw their [aces

anil once they started talking !
remembered who they were,” he
said,

"Th{:if ofl seem Llo have found their
little niche in Jife. They all seem to
be doing a job ihat they were
salisfied with. Just about all of them
werce happily marrled with
families."

While the 'B0s decade room sevm-
od  sparsely occupied during the
three day event Lhe rooms became
more and more packed as one siroll-
ed through the '70s, '60s, '50s and
finally to the 208 through ‘40
decades room.

By far the biggest contingent
came from the 1850's and 1960's

though the "30s and “30s proved to be
surprisingly wel] attended,

"Everyone enjoyed themselves so
much they didn't wanl to ijeave,”
Mr, Beer said of cach night's gala
get-together.

"There were a lot of older people
who thought that this was the most

wonderful thing they ever had,”' he
added

“Perhaps the most clectrifying
and the most rewarding was the Fri-
day night wine and cheese party,
They didn't even know there was
wine and cheese available, They
were oo busy talking 1o each other,
We finally had to turn the lights gut
lo gel them out,'” he said,

With close to 3,000 people atten-
ding the reunion, ﬁgt:tltﬂ of
orgnnlzing the aclivities were exten-
sive but everyvthing went off withoutl
a hitch, said Mr. Beer. -

“Everyone was pleased. [ had a
lot of people come up to me und say
thank you very much. The Lhing that
impressed them was that cverything
went smoothly,"" he said.

The hit of the apening ceremonies
Saturday morning was Florence
Luke - o former teacher at the high
school from 1930 to 1962, Aany of
twse who spoke at the opening
ceremonies remembered Miss Luke
Irom their High School days, Halton
Region Chairman Pete Pomeroy o
former pupil of Aiss Luke said:
“The ucation that was fostered
here §s now spread throughout the
world and the world is a beller Flﬂtﬂ
because of peaple like Miss Luke.”

Centennlal Committee  Secretary
ivorah Willinms had a few tall tales
about her days as a pupil in Miss
Luke's class,

“*Miss Luke 15 not very tall and she
was writing things down on the
blackbeard and then came this siu-
dent - Larry McKenzie, who [ can
sce Is here today - and he wrote way
up high and Miss Luke could never

get up there o correct  his
mistakes,” she recalled.
Mher dignitarles whe brought

their greetings o returning students
ol the opening cercmonies were
Moyor Russ Miller, who's grand-
father attended GDHS in the lote
1200's, Mayor Miller carried on the
tradition - by graduating in the '40s
and his daughters attended
Geargelown High in the '7

Brampton-Georgetown MP  John
McDermid brought greelings from
Prime Minister Brian Mulroney.
“The word s spreading ralher
rapidly what a great parly is guing
oo in Georgetown,' Mr. McDerml
sald.

MPI’ Don Knight also greeled
onlookers, "As you look around at
the former studenis you've noled
they've been success{ul beyond your
wildest dreams - or perhaps you just
overheard them (elling their former
classmates,” Mr. Knight chuckled.

Mr.

[

W,
{ A
d %

ST TCR

gy 7 g s rM & 2 e
. : f“.--#q =,

Jim Kelly was presented with a brick from the old Georgetown High

“a. o

School he had scratched his name and the year on 47 years ngo during the

cenfennial reunlon Inst weckend,

IFormer Georgelown high teacher

Jessie Glynn Tound the brick 1'% years sgo when she was searching

through the bricks she had saved fromi thie old high school.
belleve it,'" wos Mr, Kelly's inltial reaction. (Herald Photo)

“1 enn'l

A brick by any other name

Semetime shortly before n young Georgetown High School student went

offl to join the air force In the Second

ortd War he scratched hls name

and the year on a brick of the old Georgetown District High School. On
Saturday, some 47 years later, Jim Kelly reclaimed that brick he scratch-
ed hig name on in earmest almest {ive decades ago.

Jesste Glynn, a retired Georgetown High Schoel teacher, took od-
vantage of an offer 1o clalm some bricks from the bullding befere they

were bulldozed into the graund 1n 1950,
“"Aboul 1% years

o T was looklng through the pile nhd up pops ihis

brick that suld "Jim Kelly 19407 - that was fantastic,” Mra. Glynn sald,
Though Mrs. Glynn had never met the young nir furce officer, she knew

his nome. Jim Kelly

had narrowiy esca

death when his plane was shoet.

down during the war. Ha managed to pull the rip chord just in time to
parachute to safety before his plane plunged to the ground.

MThe story is fumous in Georgetown,” Mrs. Glynn said.

Jim wns cestotle at recelving o piece of his own nostaigio, i couldn't

believe It,'" he snld.

“The next thing 1 thought Is that’'s 0 wenderful thing to do because [
didn’t evenknow Mrs, Glynn,”" Mr. Kelly said,

The future of the brick iz still up In the oir, "I don't want to be hasty but
I certnlnly will never lose it Mr. Kelly snid,




