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Entertainment Cutlook

Tom Patterson first to chronicle Stratford’s glory days

Alec Guinness opencd ihe Strat-
ford Shakespearcan Festival on
Mnnduy. July 13, 1953, with  the
spine-tingling werds, "'Now s the
winter of our discontemt made
glorious summer..."

Fram that moment, things were
never to be the same apain for Cana-
dian theatre, [or Siratford, Ont., nor
for Tem Fallerson, lhe Straotford
nalive whose grand desjign came to
{ruition that hot, humid evening.

S0 preat was the impact of that
everd that it led o o renaissance of
theatre in Canadn, and of theatre-
building here and in ether couniries.
It even produced o new category of
Canadian letters — a modest-sized
bookshelf could be filled: wilh the
books aboul 1he festival that have
since been written by Stratford in-
siders and others.

{nly now, however, has the Strat-
ford story been brought to comple-
tien -- by the one man whe was there
from the beginning. Pattersnn
tassisted by Allan M. Gould, a
Toronto-based writer -;m-flulmng in
theatre) has writien  First  Stage:
The Making aof the Stratford Festjval
{McClelland and Stewart:; 224
pages; $24.93).

WORLD RENOWN

The Stratford Festival, curreatly
in its 35th season siretching over
somne six months, has won interni-
tional rﬂ"ugnltinn s a  first-role
classical repertory theatre,

But even i it had floppasd, as plen-
ty of people in Stratford  and
elsewhere were predicting in early
1953, the facd thil it had  even
malerialized weuld have been an ex.
traoridinaly story.

" Face in the crowd!’

e T
-l--.-!.'-'q. S
B IERRSS e

Tom Patlerson had been bom in
Stratford in 1920, and during  his
leen-ape  years the  city was  so
wracked with labor unrest that no
new  sndostries could be attracted,
and many of its young people drifted
“ff 1o loarpger cities such as  Kils
chener, London and Toronto.

The Patterson  boy  stayed,
however, and - although he hod
never  altended o theatrical  per-
formance -- canceived 1he idea of
staging o Shokespearean  [estival,
¢entred on the bandshell in the park.
After all, his city was named after
the Bard's English birthploce, it oo
wits an.an Aven River, the city's
various wards amd ils publis schonls
woere  pamed  for  Shakespesrenn
characters, and there wils o bust of
William Shakespeare in the park.
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Take a close liwok, yvouw may be a winner, i1 the [ace shown in

the circle is vours,

sont're Lhe lucky winner of a pair of

Geargelown Cinemas courtesy passes. Callus 2t §77-2201 or

KiT-5M22

or drop in at The RRerabd,

15 Guelph St Greorpgeiown,

Ont, o claim vour prize. Il you're tot o u.imn-r this week,
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235 GUELPH STREET — 877-6212

keep on looking. Nextweek, it may be vour turn,

- Stratford  people,

From then on, Patlerson had oot
the slightest daubt that he would
achivve his plan. He nuriured the
idea throughout his overseas service
in the Canadian Army 1940-45, his
three years ot Lhe Universily of
Taronio’s Trinity College, and [our
more years in Forento as associale
editor of a Maclean Hunter lrade
magazine, Civie Administration.

By 1952, he relates disarmingly, he
had musicered enouph supporters -
hy pitting Toronta prople against
telling each  ihat
they must surely wanl to maich the
cffurts of the ather -- thal his “pond
idea’” becarne has absessiong, :

One of Paliemson’™s stmngest, maosl
influential supporiers was s boss,
Floyd Chatmers,  president ol
Maclean Hunter, perhaps Canada's
most  dethealedd and hiceless palron
of the arts  1n his  own JE)
amntohiopraphy,  Bedb Spdes of  The
slreet  tpablished by Movillon of
Canarlisr Chalmers relates howe e
it up  political  and corpenate
leaders [Tor six-Tigtire coninhutions
o the fresan peogeet ol s S0 7
veal mpilov e

Whitl's more unpoctant, Chalmes,
arcanped for 12atbe rsin doe b Sl
Cabitnness, whee yenerinesy
cotnies toe Pt el e <ty e ke
Peeslev o] s Arrlee 4 o e o
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Through  ofbber conmes s 1t
Perentt 2ol 16 Tontcbe sorth Thae weqnarend
Hrihish chirector Tyeome Gothrie, el

wilth designer Toanya Moisewitsch
who had [requently been associated
wilh Guthrie productions.

Palterson’s book provides an ex-
planation lo the mystery of why such
theatrical pgreats were Willing o
take a pomble with their valuable
time, on what most have seemed an
unlikely and even bizarre preject.

It was beeayse they were bursting
with  innovative fdeas  aboul
theatre.'There woere no tradi-
tionnlisls  because there was no
theatre In Stratford, Onl., to be
traditional  about.''- Potterson
writes,

Cuthrie and Patterson enlisted a
young archilect named HRobert Fair-
ficld, and o supremely dedicated
bhuailding  contra¢tor named  Oliver -
Gaffney —~ pesther of whom  had
prisvivously  apphixd  Thelr talents to
anyihing remotely like o theatre

The resull was  n highly  im.
aginative slneture with an “apron®
shaje  thrusting out  inte the -
theties, sealed oo semi-eirele.

Gruthrie and has troupe -« O handful
e llagthishe aetors, sappletmented by
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FILMETER

What's

: nEew i mrovies and video

Robert DiMatteo.

Predator - Rambo meets Alien

PFPREDATOR (R) In his hit movies,
Arnold Schwarzenegger has heen a
Viking warrior, o barharian, a cam-
mando and a federal agent — all
without ever seeming fully human.
That's Arnie’s feral charm. He's a
cartoeon hulk, muscle-bound for action
n any era.

In “Predator,” Arnte’s physique
lacks a bit scaled-down, mere subtiy
huge — perhaps belitting his new ofi-
sereen s{atus as a member of the Ken-
nedy famity. He plays the head of a
military unil sent into a Latin Ameri-

aljve,
discover that the murderer 15 non-ha-
man. a chameleon monster capable of
changing form, size and dimension.
By the time Arnle and the lizardlike
creature stalk each other, "Predator”
has turned

from an enemy camp. Onee there, he
and his team (including fellow hunk

Carl Weathers) find that the missing

men have been murdered and skinned
Eventually, the commandos

inte ""Rambo® Mceels

‘Alien."™
Serious Schwarzencgger fans may

prefer their star in beefier form in
more blatantly absurdist fare (like
“Conan the Barbarian'). Bul as junk
movies go, "Predator” is a crisply di-
rected high-tech actlon thrilter.
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This Friday, Saturday & Sunday
EAT-IN ONLY!

Welcome Rebels to the
Georgetown Centenmal

Reunion

We Have Great Entertainment
This Week

““CONTAGIOUS”

Steven Soedher Dresents

Jne-SPACE

Evenings ai
E A ce Dante Fiim

7:00 & 9:20 p.m.
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Malinses
Daily 21 2:00 p.m.
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Take a trip sounld never fospet.

3. 2nd GREAT WEEK

SCHWARZENEGGE

Nothing like o has ever
l . been o Earth before.

3.DAILY AT 2 P.M. ONLY
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2, 3rd GREAT WEEK

i1 came iar the thrill of the hunt,
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Frightuninu Scanes

Evenings al 7:00 & 3:15
Mat, Daily at 2:00

'3.00 ALL SEATS ANY SHOW ON TUESDAYS
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General & Juniar *4.00
Childien - *3.00

877-4166

10 Mountainview Bd. S.
GEORGETOWN

Evenings at 7 & 9:15 anly
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