Teacher Ted E:IEIS _
- Hesurvives 18 years with sense of humor

By BRIAN MocL.EOD
Herald Stofr

Eighleen years of teaching ot
Georgetown  Distriet  High  School
has brought Ted Engels 1o ap-
preciate o pood scnse of humor
Throughout the 1970s and ‘sos Mr.
Engels  tough! math = to ympleen
numbers of willing sond some not-so
willing siudents.

Hut Mr. ngels suw that part of
his Nfe draw to a close in Jonuary
when he retired from teaching.  He
Fecalled a few of the finer points of
teaching from his Delrex Houlevard
thome recent |y,

FUNNY TIMES -~ After 14 vrars
of {eachibngg, Ted Engeds coan <) Lisik
hack with a0 sense of Bumior, reeall
ing pranks by studvenis o Lheir T

Mr. Engels joined the ranks of The
feaching profession in 19%60,-  hiped
mver the phene by ihen principal
Wike Furlong. When | first started
in ‘0 there was a preat shortage of
teachers at the thime. Mike hired me
nver the phone before 1 had even
produniced, " Engels recalled .

The hardware salesman  tymed
teacher had retumed to sehool after
& years lo [eam math at McMaster
University.

Mr. Enpels storted teaching ot
GDIIS in the days of six perinds a
day - before the semester system [n-
troduced by Mr. Furlong in the

Variety

seventies.  Thol year the ecaletorium
ond litrary were leing added 1o the
building and teachers were strapped
for room while the additions were
compleled, "I can remember
teaching in the ald teacher’s lunch
rooll  with pocumatic drills goimng
and plaster falling o)l over the
students,”” Mr. Engels said.

He talked fondly of the seventies
nd  the  prankster students  t(hat
roamed the hallways of GIES.

I owos sitting at wy desk oand g
student came in and kissed me on
the head  He said the rest of the
class put him up to it chucklugd the

my emediers. (e cetlent wos skl
what the west sep was in g anath for
minla. The  confused LT T I T [T |
pras L Heratd photn

raleding? ex.mith teacher

Mr. Engels was one of the first o
fall victim o the infamous 1eacher
kidrappings. tirade 11 students
made (1o habdt upon the approach of
praduation 1o kidnap  several
teachers from their classes,  He still
has the letter, found tucked wnder
his door, which reads “You have
been chosen.  Tadav is the duy
The letter wos signed, **The Riss, '

“They  blindfoldesd vou and took
you out in fhe car, They tookyou
through the ear wash.” Mr  enpols
exploined.

It wis really great for o while un
tel it ot ot of hand

T can remember one pirl who
recently showed up as o Sunshine!
pirl in the (Torenin) Sun.  She told
me one 4y as she slomped oot of the
clussroem, *Go pet a binir cut.™

Other  potentally firey  incidents
were  defused when  studenis gaw
wavs o tuke o friendly dig ot o
teacher.

On anuther veeassion Mr. Engels
abserved a student seribbling away
while he was teaching.  Obvlously
numbers were not the subject of the
student's pen so Mr, Engels strodd)-
etl down the fsle to see what was up.
The studen! had drawn » carieature
of his muth tescher. Mr. Engels still
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hits  the caricature - corcfully
preserved and one day to be framed.

Fxen  during  lessons, students
senseal humor often stond out.

“One day 1 wos going through o
problem and | was asking the sleps.
I got e one dne and 1 said (o o sty.
denty what's: the next siep.. He
thoupht for & moment and said -
‘Pray." I thought 1 was Eoing lo fall
off my chair,” Mr. Enpels said.

When Mr. Engels joinet the staff
of about 65 teachers and o compli-
ment of aboul 1,200 students in 199,
fwr coultd pot hove had an inkling of
haw things would change, In ils
peitk, the high schoal vmployed 100
teachers with a student populntion of
alsul 1 KN,

He recalled one student - Dave
Clarke - who rang up a perfeet 100 in
Calculus ene year,

“That was prelty impressive to
me.  You really have to be impress-
vd with the academic effort put forth
in the school," he said. i

He credits former prinr:i]:-al Mike
Furlong with making sure the school
was progressive.  Mr Furlong, along
with John Mocre, were instrumental
in ensuring a successful computer
program, said Mr, Engels

The stall of GDHS made Mr
Enpgels  years in teaching
memorable anes.

“Like Mike Furlong used to 80,
It's not the best staff in the world bt
it’s cortninly one of the hest
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