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An olivefranch

The Georgetown hospital board should open up its

meetings to the public.

Debates Friday evening al the annual general meeting
and a vote by the membership the same night proves there
is ample reason to make the move.

The hospital is no longer serving an apathetic public,

Quite obviously, people want to know more about

the

hospital which treals their families and friends.

A vole at the annual meeting tallied 107 ballots in favor
of open mectings, compared lo 98 against. Though the vote
was close, the board of directors does have a mandale
from the membership to change its ways,

The issue of open meetings was also mentioned at last
yvear's annual general mecting which proves this is an on-
going concern of many residents,

A communily suppurt group has been defealed in an ef-
fort to pul their own members on the hospital board. All
four of their candidates were defeated but all of the
hospital board nominees were elected.

Now is a time to offer an olive branch to the support
group and others. Public input can be fulfilling and bring
back the trust some people may have lost in the institution

over the past months.

Rather than speak about equality, the Constitution or the

public's right to know, we

prefer lo argue that open

meetings are necessary to bring back the public’s trust.

The board has lo show it is not so indifferent to the feel-
ings the questions, the concerns of the community. This is
more of a perceived problem that an actual one. Why?
There is no working public relations mechanism in place to
help the people see what exactly the board does.

Rather than polarize the community, the board should
seek this opportunity to communicate with the public.
After all, the directors of the hospital are not only ad-
ministrators looking after staff and financial concerns,
They are entrusted with expressing the needs and wants of

a diverse town.

Opening up board meetings will deflect criticisms and
make allies out of enemies. Keeping the doors closed wili
only serve to fan the fires of discontent.

Nay to horses

We feel sad the heritage horse park corporation couldn't
utilize the Scotsdale Farm property.
_ Friday, the corporation announced it would cease plann-
ing for a heritage horse park on the 5i0-acre site near

Ballinafad.

It’s one of the prettiest areas in all of Halton Hills and
certainly deserving of something special.

When Stewart and Letty Bennett bequeathed their pro-
perty to the people of Ontario they wanted the land to he
developed in a manner keeping with the spirit of its natural

beauty.

The horse park members felt any number of events and
programs they would run could damage or upset the tran-
quil, beautiful and undisturbed rural setting.

_On one hand, we have to be thankful that this organiza-
tion had the compassion and the understanding to back
down from its original proposal. It takes a certain amount
of strength and courage to admit a wrong - especially when
the horse park committee lubbied so hard and so long for a

horse park.

But it's sad that a low-profile, limited use horse park
couldn’t have been viable. We thought the idea was grand.
It was a concept which would have given Halton Hills
another site for tourists to visit. It would have invited a
higher profile for the community for those unfamiliar with
what Halton Hills has to offer. But most of all, the horse
park seemed like a nice, unassuming, natural transition
for Scotsdale, passing from private hands to the public's,

No stone left unturned

Editor’s
notebook

Iy [rave Howney

Well, the big Georpetown hospita)
board mecling of the year, the only

open mecting by the board, isover

If you hoven't got enough from’ our
coverage up o this point, reod on,
because there's a host of ohserva-
tions stild Left to write aboul

For example:

—Unfortunately, when there i
such an issue-laden annual general
meeting, the less-imleresting, but no
less Important facts  get  pushed
aside. For instance, financiol
stalements.  Besides a public rela-
tlons problem, the hosital's deficit
increased from $195.679 in 1986 to
$257,191 in 1967, That surely paves
the way for seme hefly fund-raising
projects shead [or the hospital in the
coming year. On o positive side, the
institution's operation revenue  in-
creased from $553,192 to $666,003 |n
1987. Bul cosls have risen in such
arcas as linen and housckecping,
physical plant operation and  ad-
ministrative cost.

The board opssured members that
il they wanl a breakdown of g
$287,202 cxpenditure lsted s
*ather"" il will be made avallable.

~The issue of open board meetings
came up also pi lost year's boord
meeling. At that time the reply was
that people could put their concerns
In writing and could aliend the
meeting only fnr the portlon which
concerned them,

~There were no nominallona last
year for board candidates other than
those nominated by board members
presently serving al the time.

~The losing candidntes with 1o
make it perfectly clear they were
not ane-issue candidates. For o long
Lime they have had concerns about
lhe hospital, said one of the can-
didates, Donna Rabin. The Dr. Ford
case wis just one of the issues in
their platform. Actually, each of the
four defcated eandidates had
speeches  prepared  outlining  their
pesition.  However, the board chalr-
man didn't ask anyane to address
the audience about their platfarm.

--What were the major changes at
the hospital last year  Certainly the
pranting of chronic care beds stonds
among the mosl notable. For
another, Mark Hochon, the new oex-
ccutive  direetor was  hired ond
began his duties in Febrary. Un-
fertunately he came at a time when
the hospital was being turned inside
oul over the Dr. Ford case. But the
board is luckly 10 have him. There
has been several  improvements
from a public relatiens standpeint
since he took nver

~How did the hospitnl board pet
eachh of its nominated members
voled in It wasn't Just coincidence,
lteminiscent of a palitical rally or a
delegate’s tmeeting, each side had its
supporters gathered together for the
mecling, [n the middle of the
meeling room front and centre were
the supporiers of the current bhoard
of directors Al the back and the
sides were members of the Dr. Ford
suppott  froup  and  these  wanling
apen meetings.

The Dr. Ford group members
weren't the only eones lo do their
homework and plan for the meeting.

~-As a credil to the board, the
meeling was well orgnnized, uimml
to deliberate; well planned to keep
peaple calm and reloxed. Thoere
were breaks [er stretching, lots of
refreshments and o d{*]nr in ANSWer:
ing of questions (while everyone
stretched) to aveid any unprepared
ANsEWETA,

There s o decided  Bmpression
developing around Oulawa, and pro-
bably in muny olher parts of the
country, that it might be n long time
before we ser Phase Two of the
Bovernment’s tox-reform packopge.

That's the phase that would in-
troduce o new national sales tox, &
plan designed 1o offset - and moce -
the revenue lost through e per
sanay tax cuts in Phase One. 1T we
ever see i, we can be fairly certain
it won't be untit after another elec.
[lon.

Il doesn’t  reguire an undue
amount! ol cynicism (o suggest that
politics is a consiterption In the tim-
ing and content of this so-callixd 1ax
reform. You must admit, it isnt
often thal a reform packape  has
come in twe installments - the First,
by n curious coincidence. offers the
kiodd news, and the second, for which
::h::jn- i5 1o firm date, will contain the
i

The breathing space belwesn the
two gives the govermnent a glortous
epporiunity  tw laik  about,  and
perhaps even fight an election with,
the  first.  Accortding w0 Finance
Mimister  Michael  Wilson,  lhese
changes  will knock 250000 low-
income curners right off e tax
rulls,

The fact that many will soon carn
their wiy back on is, of course, not
averly-emphasired.  Neither s the
fact that many extremely high -
come varners will alse gel o lax
break. The main thrust, and it's Fac
lual. s that the majority of tax

Ottawa
Report

=

By Slewart Macleod

r;:l}'l.'rs will pay less thun they now
(HLT

Phase Two will sbviously odverse-
]iv affect ihese reductions, bul Cang-
dians are not holding their breath for
s implementolion,

FIGHT PRONISED

Holh  the  Liberals aml  New
Demacrats have promised one unho-
Iy batthe if Mr. Wilsen poes aheod
with his gproposed Phase Two. And
althouzh he hos talked abeut three
oplinns, at's the common view 1that
ke has bis mind sel an one natioenal
sales Lox that would be integrated
with existing provincial sales Bixes,
where they apply

A sales tax ot he relail  level
wiild  hreing  in lar more revenue
than the presenl 12 per cent federal
Lax mnposed st the monufascturers”
level,  Ome background  paper
prepared by the Dinan 0 department

sUpgests that an vipght per cent Jux al”

the retial level, and applying to ser-
vicrs  as o well oas o poowds,  would
generite far more than the present
L

The  background  papers,  alonp
with comments from the mstester,
sugpest fairly sirongly thal U tax

would apply 1o food - probably wilh
tax credits for low-income earners.
But alter what the minister went
through with his aborted atfempt 1o
partially dedndex old ape pensions,
s not difficult to imapine what
uprour might fellow any ottempt to
lax groceries.

Even f tax credits went o long
way loward neulralizing the ¢ffects,
such o tax would provide opposition
parties  with  stinging  clection
malerial. “This s going o e
money  mopchine ke oo other tax
we've seen in the reeenl history of
Canunda,”  prediciesd  the New
Demoerat’s Michacl Cassidy

Liberal Leader John Turner hos
called it an “incredible  money
Friab'’

Mr. Wilson o st talking with tos
provineinl counterparls about apoin-
tegrabid siles tax, Bt e adea s
reparted o be geltting o cool recep

tlon from Alberta, whoere there 15 no

sales tox, amd [rem Quebae, where
they  would  preler o ok aller
themselves i Us respuecl
OTHER [INCHEASES

sleanw hile,  the  povernment,
which sl wants to ower the annual
budgetary detieit, has o rase new
s T oflsit 1l pUrsonal 1ax
decrenses

Hepanmmp Jan 1 before anvune
fecls the offects of olher lax savinpes,
Ewa will be mmposing o 0 per
cent sales tax on omost  telecom-
mmeatinns services - except  basic
imddivadual lelephone services - that
v oexpectid to brings in oo whopping

M OFF 0 SPEND
ALL THE MONEY M
SAVING FROM TAYES..

A

L
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f _PACGKET OF GUM
PLEASE.

[ar Sir,
| have been asked for my views on
the  Annual Meeting of  the
(argetown  aml  [Disteict  Memorial
Himspital Corporabion. [n o nutshell, 1
was npt impressed with the meeling
in any winy otber than the discipline
exhibited by Dir. Ford's supporlers

The presentation on the situation
of Dr. Ford could possible be con-
sidered 0 convinving argument for
the unintetligent. There vre no new
facls, there were gaping holes, ond it
bortddered on slander, inferring  that
Ir. Ford was nol deing anvilung
nght, bul failing lo provide facts
about where and why he was wrong.

The timelines in Judge Luu;::?un'ﬂ
“thumbnail sketeh™ were very  in
tereating. With the varnious reguests
of Dr. Ford, was there a deadhine i
cach cose for the roquested replics
1o b returned? Should the Board of
[hrectors nal have demonstrated a
standard of appeal on the restriclion
ol privileges, and eleven months tn
complete  their own  hwaring? [
shomgld be recalled that e Ford
was, and continues (o be a very bhusy
doctor. Ferhaps physicians who
have four or five proctices with nn
evenings have lime for these extra
matters, but Dr. Ford lios o seven
day, 24 hour practice.

The reference to the Tissue and
Audit Committee did not state what
the commitlee is concerncd with or
looks f[or. An invidious impression
was left that something was wrong.
‘The presenter should not have stated
this unless he was prepared to back
up his statements with facts ot thal
{ime lo the very group he was trying
toeducnaie.

Dr. Ford

has  never  publicly

Citizens’ forum
Not impressed with meeting

practice medicine
For the first time In 15 years, there

dewnigroded, riediculed, or sltbeked
e hospital,  hospilal  stafl,  wor
“privale businesamen’’ whe are his
codleagues, This so-called oducator
of the captive audience at  the
mspita]l  corporalion meecling al-
twempled o build 3 onesided cose
agninst g doctnr without  staling
farts. This doewngraded his reputa-
tionn to these who were unintelligent
vnough 1o be swayed by  such
factless arpuments, It reminded me
of iocase i Jerusalem two thowsand
vears s, when Jesus was crucibed
on the basis of innuendo

i Dr. Ford's practice of medicing
15 a5 bad as the Board of Directors
has insinualed, [ am shocked al their
allowing  so-called  patient core o
ship for four long vears Hemoember,
they brought the sulyect up How
meny  olher doctors are practising
subestanidard  medicine,  and  how
long has this been going on® Perhaps
the Board’s competence should alse
b revieweet Tor allewing this =
cillid erosion of patient care 1o coh-
L for such i long time?

Noear the end of Judpe Langdon's
hall hour diatribe, he decided, oo
startling . display of Lactesspess, o
gyve us a lesson on what iype ﬂu’wr-
son should not be on the Board of
Dircclors.  In my  view, this s
benesth his dignily us a man of the
bench. He referred to single sste
candidates who ‘Will promate rather
than  hexr]  dissention.”™ With
grealness, he spoke of single issue
candidates impeding quality of eame
He cast aspersions upon those per.
st who are supporters of [br. Forld
who wore n:nninﬁ s cundidates,
and by extension, he cast aspersiens
on [ir. Ford, who simply wishes to

Thn iy it b soe & T vl s

were  more  candidales  than  posi-
Uone, (0 conlrast (o a few vears ago,
when le had to be recruited in
order 1o [ill vacancies on the Board
of Directors. As an exercise in
temocracy, the election of members
io the hoard left a greal deal in be
thwired, Why was ne candidate
allowed o speak upon nuomination?
Why was no candidate permitted to
have scerulineers, conlrarly 1o
tdemocracy?  Why were the can-
didales not permitled to know the
mumber of  votes cast, nor the
number of votes iwe, received, nor
the number of spoiled ballots - oll
coetary 1o democracy as practiced
in Canada”?

It 15 worlth neoting that the mims of
Ibr. Ford's supporters and the Beard
of Ihirectors are in the final analysis
the saime. Both sides are looking lor,
wwl woarking Jowards an  effective
community hospital, worthy ef the
vonlidence of both  present  and
future citizeps of our town., As o
member of g group consisling of
over  five hundred  individoals, 1
kv thal (i is the goal of Dr.
Ford s suprparters.,

(i June 25 1887, there was o
golden opportunity for the Board of
Directors of the Georgelown and
Ihustricl Memaorial  Hospital to be
opwenn and demoecratic,. There  was
mever o (uestion of patient or physi-
vian  contidentialily. There was ne
litigatien  involved. Clearly  the
itoir! of Directors fumbled the ball.

Sincerely,
Paul McDougall
{rearpetown, Ontario

*_

In your opinion

T{ RN
"I v
Kinsmen

IHYNNA HIAUSL::
“There are scveral
it's one blg family,
we have o lot of fun,
work together fur the
community.”

MATUESON:
heen il
for
four years and | get o
lot of enjoyment ot
of it. That's a real
hard question ™

Question:

“wWhat oo vou [ike mest

uboul belng a Kinsmen or Klnelie?™

What's best being a Kinsman?

i

¥ 1 L E E N
MOLELLAN:  ""Put-
ting back inte the
community all these
things that 1 got out
of it. 11 tukes so little
of my time and the
rewards  pnd  Triend-
ships laslt a
lifetime. "

fbeoud
thir

club.'*

HRLICF.
“What 1 like most ia
fellowship
vxtsts among all of
the members in this

OUGEDN:

HAMSAY DhAann:
“Heing sble o pud
something bk dndwe
the conyeuniey

Lhat

HTU million. There will also  be
hgher tixes on paint and wall per.
And, on some ather products, the tax
will apply e the wholesale price
ather  than  the manufoacturers’
price

There will also be clanges made
- colleclion procedures which will
hnnp:iumh!ilmmnlmqmu_-,-.

In - ather  wards, the  federol
Ireisury s not about to po broke
while waiting for the other shee to
Farll - that 15, Phase Two.

And perhaps b never will fall, Had
the poverntmenl nut had politics in
the bick of its mind, the whole tax.
reform  package could hove besen
presented In one white paper, Aflep
all, the whole purpose of a white
paper 08 o encourapge  discussion,
Traditionally, they don'l represent o
Rovernment’'s ircevocable position.

What we gol in Phase Ope was, in
effect, o budpet detailed  (gx
changes, eomplete with  jmplemen-
Lalion dates.

And what we are going 1o gel
wefore Phose Twa, | suspect, is o
long delay

Ome thing i1s certain, peither M.
Wilson nor Prime  Minister Drian
Mulroney will want to pgo inte an
election compaign in which Oppasi-
ban parthes can talk of taxes on baby
finxds aind white canes.,

No amount of explanstion  about
Lax credils can cotmter that

Alook
back
at GDHS

by Ken Duncan

JLUNE 196GT

Charlie Bichn and Jane McNally
will represent GDHS at the Ontario
Mbletic Camp this summer. Bolh
siudents gel [0 join over 700 other
students by placing in the top 3rd of
grade 11 academically and havin
an above average mark (n physica
education,

SEPTEMBER 1967
GDHS Foothall team opened {ts
acason on o low note. They lost their
first home opener in 3 years, 124 to
Guclph Collegiate, This loss could be
n sign of this 1o come for the Rebels
let's hope not.

(U TOBER 1967
The GDHS Football tcam absorb-
il their 2nd of the season lo the
defending champs of John F. Hoss in
Guelph. With & 26-7 loss the Hebels
have vel towin thiz season.

The Harlerm Diplemat’'s Canada's
version of the Harlem Globe Trot-
ters will play the GDHS [aculty all-
stars later this month.

NOVEMBER 1967
The Harlem Diplomats tied the
GDHS All-Stars in knots by winnin
5436, The exhibition wns m’ﬂl:‘lgvﬁ
by the athletic department and
brought in $212 for exim curricdlor
activitues expenses.

DECEMBER 1367
The GDHS Band wall perform at
(hristmas special. The band led by
Mr. Ivan  Long will perform
Christmas carels. spirituals and a
few pupular songs.

AFPRIL 1537
Glen O'Conpor a grade 13 student
has been selecled to represent the
(Georgetown Hotary Club in Ottawa
for the “Adventurc in Citizenship”
Pruogram.

MAY 1977

Rebelette gymnasls did very well
al OFFs5A Julie Burmms was  f{irst
allmund and Patty Barber was third
allround

GNHS Rebels Track and  Field
team won  the home invetalional
el by taking 4 of 6 divisians.

JUINE 1937

The GDHS sernior math  team
finishedl second in the Peel-Halton's
and 37 out of 267 school’s aoross On
Ll

lan Clark won  his  second  All-
Oolario title in Track and Field by
breaking  his  own recend  in L
midget boys 1500 metres  with o
4:10.%

SEFTEMNRER 1977
The Local Council of Women will
b studing the rumors of GDHS sty
denl's going to local hotels to drink

(o liguid luncho,
Hebels did well al the Aurora

arvund-the-lake cross country  mecl
with 2 team victeries led by lan
Clark and Arnold Brakel

1977
O TORER 1977
Paul Melirath  omd  Swzanne
DeGiroat are producing for the first
umie in GIDEHS hi!ilnr'i.' a play enlitled
“How to Suceceed in Business
Wwithout Hewlly Trying” the play will
star Peter Cluck, Sandy Smith, Eddy
‘Thatcher sl Bruce Clark.
Bitl  Ma,nuson  was  awarded
valedictorinn as 508 groduated from
GDES

SOVEMBEIR 1977

GDHS wil send 3 students o
Undversity of Walterloo campus Fri-
by as guests of the sclence faculty

'Fhu Iebel fooibpl]l season ended
with a 186 Joss to O.T.H.5. the anly
touchdown wns scored by quarter-
baick Jolin Prifichord on a one yand
(FTTHY

DECEMBER 1977
14 GDNS students pedormed  for
aboul 350 chitdren (rom Holy Cross,
Wrigglesworth and 5t Fruncls of
Asslnsi  Schools with o Christmas

plny.




