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An olive Erancﬁ

The Georgetown hospital board

meetings to the public.

should open up its

Debates Friday evening at the annual general meeting
ana a vote by the membership the same night proves there
is ample reason to make the move,

The hospital is no longer serving an apathetic publice.
Quite obviously, people want to know more about the
hospital which treats their families and friends.

A vote at the annual meeting tallied 107 ballots in favor
of open meetings, compared to 98 against. Though the vote
was close, the board of directors does have a mandate
from the membership to change its ways.

The issue of open meectings was also mentioned at last
vear's annual general meeting which proves this is an on-
going concern of many residents,

A community support group has been defeafed in an ef-
fort to put their own members on the hospital board. All
four of their candidates were defeated but all of the
hospital board nominees were elected.

Now is a time to offer an olive branch to the support
group and others. Public input can be fulfilling and bring
back the trust some people may have lost in the institution

over the past months,

Rather than speak about equality, the Constitution or the
public’s right to know, we prefer to argue that open
meetings are necessary to bring back the public’s trust.

The board has o show it is not so indifferent to the feel-

- ings the questions, the concerns of the community. This is
more of a perceived problem that an actual one. Why?
There is no working public relations mechanism in place to
help the people see what exactly the board does.

Rather than pelarize the community, the board should
seek this opportunity to communicate with the public.
After all, the directors of the hospital are not only ad-
ministrators looking after staff and financial concerns.
They are entrusted with expressing the needs and wants of

a diverse town.

Opening up board meetings will deflect eriticisms and
make allies out of enemies. Keeping the doors closed will
only serve to fan the fires of discontent.

Nay to horses

We f{eel sad the heritage horse park corporation couldn't
utilize the Scotsdale Farm property.

Friday, the corporation announced it would cease plann.
ing for a heritage horse park on the 540-acre site near

Ballinafad,

-It’s one of the prettiest areas in all of Halton Hills and
certainly deserving of something special.

When Stewart and Letty Benneit bequeathed their pro-
perty to the people of Ontario they wanted the land to be
developed in a manner keeping with the spirit of its natural

beauty.

The horse park members felt any number of events and
programs they would run could damage or upset the tran-
quil, beautiful and undisturbed rural setting.

On one hand, we have to be thankful that this OTEaniga-
tion had the compassion and the understanding to back
down from its original proposal. It takes a certain amount
of strength and courage to admit a wrong - especially when
the horse park committee lobbied so hard and so long for a

horse park.

But it's sad that a low-profile, limited use horse park
couldn’t have been viable. We thought the idea was grand.
It was a concept which would have given Halton Hills
another site for tourists to visit. It would have invited a
higher profile for the community for those unfamiliar with
what Halton Hills has to offer. But most of all, the horse
park seemed like a nice, unassuming, natural transition
for Scotsdale, passing from private hands to the public’s.

No stone left unturned

Editor’s
notebook

15y Dave How ey

Well, the big Georgetown hospital
board meeting of the year, the only
open meeting by the board, is over

If you haven't gol enough from" fur
coverage up fo this peint, read on,
because there's a hest of observa-
tions still ieft to write about.

For example:

—Unfortunalely, when there s
such an issue-laden annual general
meeting, the less-interesling, bul no
less imporlant - facls get  pushed
aside, For instonce, finoncial
statements., Besides a public rela-
tions problem, the hosital's deficit
increased {rom 3195679 in 1986 to
$257,191 in 1887, That surely paves
the way for some hefty fund-raising
projects ahead for the hospital in the
coming year. On a positive side, the
institution’s operation revepue in
creased from $553,192 to $6656,003 in
1987. But cosls have risen in such
areas as linen ond housckeeping,
physical plant operation oand ad-
ministrative cosl,

The board assured members that
it they want a breakdown of a
$287.362 expenditure listed as
“olher’” it will be made available.

=The issue of open board meelings
came up alse at last year's board
meeting. At that time the reply was
that people could put their concerns
in wriling and could altend the
meeting only for the partion which
concerned them,

=There were no nomingtlons lost
year for board candidates other than
those nominnied by board members
presently serving at the time.

~The losimg  candidates  with 1o
make it perfectly clear they were
not one-issue candidales. For b long
time they have hod eonceorns alwwat
the hespilal, smd one of the c¢an-
didates, Denoa Hebin, The Dr. Ford
case was jusi one of the issues in
their platform. Actually, each of the
four defeated candidates had
speeches  prepared  outlining  their
posiljon. However, ihe board chair-
man didn't ask anyene to address
the audience about their platform

~¥hat were the major changes at
the hospital Jast year  Cerlainly the
granting of chronic care beds stands
among  the most  notable. Far
nnother, Mark Hochon, the new ox-
eculive  director wos  hird  and
began his duties in Febrary. Un-
fortunately he came at a time when
the hospital was being torned inside
out over the Dr. Ford cose. But the
board is luckly 1o have him. There
has heen  severnd  improvements
from a public relations stapdpoing
since he took over

~How did the hospilal board get
each of its nominated members
voled in I wasn™ jusi coincidence.
Reminiscent of a political eally or a
delegate’s mecting. cach side had its
supporters pathered topelher for the
mecting In the middle of the
mecting ream fronl nnd centee were
the supparters of the current board
of directors At the bhack and the
sides were members of the Dr. Ford
Support  group  and  those wanting
open mectings,

The Ik, Ford group members
weren't the only ones 1o do their
homework and plan for the mecting,

~As 4 credit 1o the board, the
meeting was well organized, slmost
to deliberate; well planned 1o keep
peaple calm and relaxed.  There
were hreaks for strelehing, lols of
reflreshments and a delay in answer-
ing of questions (while everyone
streiched? to avoid any unprepared
nnsSwers.

There Is o deciild  Spression
developing nround Mtawn, and jiro-
bably 40 many other ports of (e
cottintey, that it might be a long time
before we see Ploase Two of the
Rovernmen!'s tux-reform pachage,

Thal’s the phase thoat would e
troduce o new natlonat sales tax, o
plag designed to olfser - and mone
the  revenue lost Abrough  Uhe e
soim X culs in Phose Ope 15 we
ever see i, we con be folrdy certoin
W owon't be ontdl alter ppolher olee-
Clors,

It docsnt  requice  an wndue
amaunt of cynicism lo suggest Hhae
politics s o consideration i the tim.
my and content of this so-ealled 1ax
reform. You mwst admit, it isnct
wilen that o reform packoge has
vime in two installments - the fipst,
by & eurious coincidence, offers the
Mood rews, il the seeond, for which
there s po firm date, will contain e
b,

The bresthing space between  (he
twor prives the povertimenl o glorous
opportunity. to  lalh  abowl, el
perlaps even fight an eleclion with,
e first  Aceording 1o Frgnses
Minister  Michael  Wilson,  these
changes  will  knock  g50,000  low
ot earners righlt ooff the lax
rulls,

The Tact that numy will soon carn
e way biack on is, of course, ol
overly-.emphasized  Neither s the
Lt thyot many exiremely hygh oine
o earners will alsa pet a0 tax
break The muadn thrust, and s e
tal, s thal the majority of 1ax.

[;il_'ﬂ‘l"i will pay less than they now
g

Mhase Two will ebvivusty aidverse
v offect these reductions, but Cang-
thins e pot holdipge their breath for
s i plernenLation,

FIGHT PROMISED

Bath  the  Liberals  and  New
Democrarts have promised one unhi.
Iy buattle of Mro Wilsan poes ahead
wilh Ins propostd Phase Twn And
althouph he bas talkeed abaul hree
aptions, al's the common view that
e s bes omd set on ong mationsl
sitdes tax that would Le o intepriled
wilhe existig provineiel sales ke,
where they appls :

A sales tax ot the retald  level
would  britgt i far mmore  revenue
By e preseent 12 per cent Lideral
tax imposed a1 the masuiactorers'
level  tine baekpround  pager
prepared by The Hnanee department
Augptesis That an eigthit jrer cent tax at
the petial bevel, and applying i ser-
vicrs s well gy pPoidis,  would
Renerade fur more than the present
Lity

The  baeckigromel
wilh connnents frum
sUEesl faorly strongls

[rofrcrs, Grlonge
1B mntnester
thael thae 1o

woulld upply to food - probably with
tax credils for low-ipcome eamers.
Hut after what the minister went
through with his aberted atlempt to
purtinlly dedinder old age pensions,
s not difficult to imagine what
uproar might follow any attempt 1o
Litx groceriey,

Even of tax credits went o long
wiuy toward neulralizing the offects,
such o tax would provide opposilion
parties  with  stinging  clection
maolerial. ""This s pgomng o Ik o
muaney machine like no othor Loax
wo've seen in the recent hislory of
Canada,” predicled  the  New
Democrot's Michael Cossidy

Liberal laader John Turmer hos
cidled it an “iocredible money
- Brab' ",

Mro Wilson is stll 1alking with his
provincial counterparts abwut an -
tepratedd sales tax, but the des s
reported fo be gethog o cosl recep-
Lion from Alberta, where there is pa
siles titx, amd from Quebee, where
ey wauhl  prefer to ook aiter
Lheimselves in this o el

OTHER INCHEASES

Measnwhile,  the povermment,
which st1ll wants to lower the annual
badgetory delieit, has te rase oew
monmies o offsel the personal  tax
Hevreases

Heginming JJan 1 baefnre anyaone
[esesls thie el Tegts wf ather tox savings,
Mawa will b imposing o 1 per
el sals tax on omost  telecom-
Dicalions services - except basle
mitivieluai  twelephone services - that
oexpected to bring in o whopping

p

M OFF TO SPEND
ALL THE MONEY IM
CAVING FROM TAYES..

M
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[Reir Sir,

I have beoen asked Tor iy vicws o
the  Anpual  Meeching  of  Ihe
(rorgelown and  Distrel Menmogl
Hespital Corporstim In o pulsheld, |
wis nol impressesd with e meelipg
it any way olber than the dsciphne
exhibited by [ Ford's supporters

The presentatyon on the  siluation
i Bir Ford eoutd posisible bee ean
sideredd o eonvipemp argument dor
the-unintelligen!, "There vore no ew
facts, there were gaping holes, aml 11
bordered on slunder, mlerning that
Ir Ford was nol doing anything
rght, but failing e provide lacls
ahout when - and why he was wrony

The timennes in Judge Langdon's
"thumbnail sketeh™  were very
leresting With the varous reguesis
of [ir Ford, was there a deadhne o
esiich case for the reguested replios
to be peturned? Shoubd the Boand of
[hreclors nol have demonstraled o
standard of appeal on the restriction
ol privileges, and eleven monlhs o
complete  their  own hearmg®
shedld be recalled that v Ford
was, amnd continues Lo Be a very busy
doctor, Perhaps phyvsicians  whn
have four or Hve pruclices with nn
evenings have Lune for hese extea
matiers, hul Dr. Ford has o seven
rlay, 24 hour practice

The reference to the Tissue pnd
Aodit Committee did nol stote what
e commillee Is conceriee! with or
looks for. An invidious mpresson
was left that something was wrong
The presenter should not have stated
this unless he was prepared to back
up his statements with focts al thot
dime to the very group he woxs trying
tnedlucate,

Dr. Ford putticly

has never

Citizéhs’ forum
Not impressed with meeting

:!cﬂ-l.m.il avfind

thwe  hioisptal,
povale busiessmen'” who are his

alinihed
staff. ar

raticaled., or
Posgaitas!

colleagues  This so-called  educotor
ol the  eaptive gudience at the
]'I:H;ni.'ll vorpdirition meetimg ats
termptesl o bl a0 one-suled  case
apsnnsl a dectar withoul  stating
facts  This downgraded his  repula
oy Bo Hhose who were unminlelligent
gttt to e oswaved by such
Caclless arpuments [ reminded  mge
ef o oedse ol Jerusalem twa fhonesing
veurf s ain, when Joesus was cnuciled
ety Hhe Biesis of el

If hir Fonds proctice of  medicine
15 o bl oas the BReord of Phirectors
I asunsitasl, T oaon shocked ol Uy
alfewanyt soculed patient care o
shipr Tor feur long vears Hemembser,
thes  irogeht the subjeel up Hew
vty ebher declars, are praclising
subs stamilard  wwsdweme. el how
borgz b thes bevn gomg on® Perbaps
the Hoiert s compeedence shonld alsoe
tr reviewel  for gllewring this so.
citlled] erosion of palent care to con
Nenee o such o long bime™

e Lhie el of Judge foangdon’s
bkl hour ditribe, e decided, inoa
starthing display ol lacthessness, n
ive us i fesson o on whal Typd of pers
sonl showdd pot be on the Boaed of
Mreetors In omy view, s s
benieath bus digmily as o man ol the
bench He refermed o sogle ssue
camkhicdales who “Will promote rather
than  Bbeal digsenting, " Waill
prvatness, he spoke of single ssue
canclidales impetding quolity ol care
He casl aspersions upon thnse peer.
sodts who e supporters of [y Ford
who were rdimimg as candedales,
aind by extension, he cast aspersions
it Dr Ford, who simply wishes o

“cuifflidence of

Tha ap eaa Moy qul--l-r{r--

practice misdicine.

For the first time in 15 years, there

were more  condidales  than  posi
tons, i contrast (o o few years agn,
when people had to be recruited in
itler 1o
of  [lirectors, As  an
tenevracy, the clection of members
10 the board left a greal deal to be
desiredt.
allowed to speak upen nomination?
why wns no candidatle permitted to
have
thnocracy”?
ididdates not permitted o know the
munber  of

Ul vacancies on the Hoard
CXercise  In

Why was no  candidate

controrly o
the can-

serulineers,
Why were

vates  cast, nor the
number of votes e, _received, nor
the number of spoiled ballots - all
conlnry (o democracy as practiced
intannda”?

[t 15 worth noting thut the aims of
[)r. Ford's supporters and the Board
of [irectors are in the final analysis
Lher same. Bolh sides are locking for,
and working jowards an  effective
comimunity hospital, worthy of the
both  present  ond
future citizens of our town. As a
member of a group consisting of
over  five  hundred  individuals, |
ko that! thi is the goal of Dr.
Ford s supparters.

i June 25, 1987, lhere wis f
pedden opportunity for the Board of
[wrectors of the  Georgelown  and
[nstrict  Memorin) Hospital to be
apen and  democratic. There  was
never o guistion of patient or physi-
vian  confnlentiality. There was no
higation  invelved. Cleacly  the
Buird of [Nirectors fumbled the ball.

Sincerely,
il McDaugall
(3eargetown, Ontario
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In your opinion

IihN
. |I- I'I,E
Kimmen {or

(MMM A KIHALISE:
“There are several,
I's one big family,
we have a lot of fun,
work together for the
comimunity.”’

of it.

MATHESON:
been i

four years and 1 2ot o
at of eajoyment oud
That's o
tuared question ™

Queatlon: *What do you ke muost
about belng o Kinsmen or Kinette™"

What’s best being a Kinsman?

E 1 L. E E N
MULELLAN:  Pul-
timge hack  inte the
conymunily  all those
things that 1 gol oul
of W T takes s0 hittle
of my hme andd the gy
rewitrds  and  friend-
ships last a
fetime

bt

ol
club "

HELTCE
“Whit 1 like most is
feltowship
exists among all of
the members in this

GUUGEON:

RAMSAY BAKRIR:
"[k‘inﬁ able lo put
samelhing back into
the community .

that

g time before Phase 2 reforms

#10 million. There will alse be
higher laxes on palnt and wallpaper,
And, on some other products, iﬁe tax
will apply to the wholesale price
rﬂ!h:-r than  the manufaclurers
price,

There will also be changes made
In collection procedures which  will
bring in additional money.

in ather words, the [ederal
treasury 15 ol aboul o po broke
while waiting fur the other shoe 1p
fuldl - that is, Phose Two.

Andd perhaps it never will fall. Had
the povernment not had politics in
the back of ts mind, the whale tax-
reform J::qt:kup.t' could have been
preseited in oone while paper. After
all, the whole purpose of o white
piper 15 o encourage  discussion,
Traditienally, they don't represent o
povernment's irvevocable position.

What we got in Phase One was, in
effecl, o budget - detailed  tax
changes, complele with  implemen-
tatinn dates,

And whot we are going fo gel
before Phose Twe, 1 suspect, is a
long delay

One thing is certain, avither Mp
Wilson nor Pritne Minister  Brian
sulroney will want 1o go inte an
election campaign in which opposi-
tom parties can talk of taxes on baby
foods and whiti: canes,

Mo amount of explanation about
tux credits can eounler that.,

by KenDuncan

JUNE 1967

Charlie Biehn pmd Jone McNally
will represent GDHS al the Ontario
Athletic Camp this summer. Both
students get to join over 700 other
students by placing in the top 3rd of
grade 11 academiczlly and havin
an above average mark in physica
education.

SEPTEMBER 1867
GDHS Football team opened its
season ¢n o low nole. They lost their
first home opener in 3 years, 12-0 Lo
(Guelph Collegiate. Thiz loss could be
o sign of this to come for the Rebels
iet's hope not.

OCTORE 1967
The GDHS Foolball team absorb-
al their 2nd of the season 1o the
ddending champs of John F. Hoss in
Guelph, With a 26-7 loss the Rebeis
have yet to win this season,

The Harlem Diplomat's Canada's
version of the Harlem Globe Trot-
“ters will play the GDHS facully all-
siars loter this manth,

MSMOVEMBER 1967
The Harlem Diplomats tied the
GDHS All-Stars in knots by winnin
w3 The exhibition was arrange
by the athletic departmenl and
troupght m $212 for extra curricdlar
activilues exponses,

DECEMBER 1067
The GDHS Band will perform at
Christmas speeial, The band led by
Mr Ivan Long will perform
Chrisimas carols, spicituals ood a
lew popular sonps

AR, 1977
Glea (VConnor ¢ grade 13 student
has been selecled to represent the
Georfelown Rotary Club in Oltawa
for the “Adventure in Citizenship™
Program.

MAY 197

Hebelette gymnasis did very well
at OFFSA Julie Bums was first
allround and Patty Barber was third
allround .

GDHS Aebels Track and Field
team  won the home  invitalional
mweet by laking 4 of Gdivisions.

JUMNE 19717

The GDHS senior math  team
{inishedd second in ihe Pecl-Halton's
arkd 37 aut of 267 school’'s neross (dn-
larin

lan Clark won his  second  All-
Onlurie litle in Track and Field by
breaking his own record in  the
midgel bays 1500 metres with a
4103

SEPFTEMBER 1977

The local Council of Women will
by studing the rumoers of GDHS stu-
dent’s going to loeal hotels to drink
1a liquid lunchb.

Hebels did well at the Aurorn
around-the-lake eross counlry  meet
with 2 team victories led hy Ian
Clark and Arneld Braket,

137
(M TORER 1977
Paul  MeGrath  and  Suzonne
IxGirenl are producing for the [irsl
time in GDHS history o ploy enlitled
“How o Succecd in Business
Without Really Trying' the play will
star ‘Peter Clark, Sandy Smith, Eddy
Thatcher and Bruce Clark.
Bift Magnuson was  awarded
valedictoripn ns 568 gradunted (rom
GDHS,

NOVEMHBENR 1937

GDHS wil send 3 studenls to
Unlversity of Waterlpo campus Fri-
day ns guesits of the science facully.

The Hebel foolball season onded
with a 198 loss o O.T.H.5. the only
touchdown was scored by cquorier-
back Johp Pritchard on a one yvard
cany

DECEMRBER 1977
t4 GDHS sludents performed for
about 350 children from loly Croas,
Wrigglesworth and 5t. Froncis of
Assissl Schools with a Christmps

Pay.




