By DON SBCALLEN |r
llerald Special L

Naturalists living in thls part of
a should consider lhemselves
fﬂrlunn'la. As inhabltants of
Canada’s *'deep south™ they are nble
to study and enjoy one of the richest
biotic zones in the country.

In categories of plunts and
animals such ons tiles, amphi-
bians, migrating h:g , lrces and
vascular plants, southern Ontarie
poasesses  more species  than
anywhere else in the country.

rough tally of tree specics rom
R.C, Hosie's Native Trees of Canada
indicates that bpproximately 80
species are found In soulhern On-

CALL DAVE BRAIDA.

... ADDITIONAL

-

3
¥
5

hgalows; 2 Strjesi Buliding Lols; Acre

tario, This compares to aboul 40
norih of the Great Lakes, 35 in the
harsh prairie climate of Alberta nad
even eclipses the 50 les found In
r:_-lativrli' balmy Britlsh Calumbla.
Walk into o typlcal southern On-
tario woodlot, ficld rulde in hand
and it would not take long to ldenlify
20 or 25 species of trees. Unlike B.C,
or no Omtario, most would be
brogdleaved deciduous trees [irees
bearing broad [lal leaves thal are
ghed each fall). Common deciduous
trees in Halton include varlous
Ashes, Mnples, Oaks prd Hlickories.
The forests of Halton also contaln
a f[ew species of coplieros (cone
bearing) trees.  Conifers .und in
this arta include the majestic White
Pine, Eastern White Cedar ond
Eastern Hemlock, The [ew boys
that remain In this area contain con-
ifers that are much more sbundant
in the north-White gnd Black Sprucee
and ‘Tomarack, Tamarack s
unusital because {t s a deeclduous
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conifer. It loses its needies in the fall
and repiaces them with fresh growth
tn the spring.

Halton Hllls les just north of, or
more cocrectly, in 2 transition area
between the Carolinien forest zone
of sputhwesterm Onlaric and the
mixed forest zone of south-centiral
Ontaro.

The Carclinian zone harbours a
great number of plants and animals
that are scarce or obsent entirely
clsewhere in Canada. Maony specics
of trees such as Sycamore, Tulip
Tree, Sasszafras and Cucumber
Magnolia are not found naturally
beyond this region.

Hnlhﬂl ":E:;d dﬂ‘H n;tﬂ fl:-ntniu
nalurally e ucing populalions of
the four tree species mentioned
above, but It Is possible to grow them

Homeowners have planted
sycamores  for Lhelr ornamental
value, The bark of Lhis tree Is an al-
traclive moltled brown and white. A
mafure specimen grows in Green-
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woad cemetary in Georgelown. 1523 leaflets and are about 30cm
Tulip trees, In maturity one of the long. The wood of the Black Walnul
largest deciduous trees In the world, |s probably the most valuable of any
are also used as omamentals here. tree in Canada. More o in the pasi,
They large four Jobed leaves when the lrees were more ob nt,
and Lulip-Hke flowers in the spring.  than now, this hard, heavy wood was
A good example of a Tullp tree is [ashioned .into furniture, cabinels
located in o treed lot on the west side  and used as vencer for boat hulls and
of Maln Streel In Georgelown, just interior{inishing.
north of Maple Avenue. A loxic substance is exuded [rom
Another tree that is usually inden-  the roots of Black Walnut Lrees that
tified wilh Ontarlo's Carolinian rone [nhibits the growth of maost other
ls the Black Walnut. This tree is plants in the root zone area, in-
found naturally in Halton Mills and  eluding some garden vegetobles and
despite the fact that north Hallon is  flowers, In the natural state this tox-
near the northemn lmits of its range, in probably benifits the walnut by
they seem lo do quite well here. eliminating competing vegetation,
They are particularlly abundant in Black Walnuts ulso bear tasty
the Credit River wvalley., Norval nuts, that unfortunately can be very
bonsts several mature specimens as  difficult to crack, The mest useful
does Cedarvale Park In  device for deing so {8 a hammer o
Georgetonwn. - vice. Collectors of thesg nuts should
The Block Walnut 1s o medium slz-  be nware also of 8 dark brown oil cx-
ed tree, reaching helghls of up to  upded by the green husks. This
30m and diamelers of about Im. Hs  substance, formerly used as a dye
leaves are compound, consisting of con stain_hands and clothing.
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DAVE BRAIDA
us: 873-1881  Res: 877-6262

STEVENS CRESCENT

SOLID BRICK BUNGALOW, NEW FURNACE, FINISHED REC.
ROOM. LARGE PRIVATE LOT WITH POOL. ALUMINUM EAVES
& SOFFITS, CLOSE TO ALL AMENITIES, ASKING $145,900.
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